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FOREWORD 


I have great pleasure in writing a Foreword to 
this learned work in which {the speeches of Hon'ble 
Babu Gopabandhu Das had been collected with great 
care and reproduced in print for the Utkat University 
by its learned Professor of Political Science Dr. Shreeram 
Chandra Dash. He has also writlen an extension 
biographical note on the great leader. 


My happiness springs from two sources. One is that 
this part of the career of the great patriot has not been 
well documented earlier. Looking at these documents 
one finds that in the sphere of activity as a legislator, 
as in other spheres, Pandit Gopabarnidhu Das has shown 
himself to be a patriot of India as a great country, 
aid a humanist transcending nalional boundaries. 
No doubt when he spoke in the Assembly he wave 
examples from the region of Orissa which was his 
immediate concern. But this followed from the fact 
that he spoke always with authenticity and precision, 
and therefore, personal observation; loumed large in 
his speeches. From the nature of his activities this 
meant greater stress on the Orissa region than oui 
others, but the speeches are repleted with references 
to conditions in Bihar province and in the country as 
a whole, wliether it be tHe after effects of the war, or 
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plight of students in hostels outside the proviiice. We do 
not do full justice to his image by referring to him me- 
rely as Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das. He is a scintilla- 
ting star in the glaxy of national leaders produced by 
Orissa Who created among us Social conciousness of 
our rights, duties, and proper behaviour. 


The second reason for my happiness is a personal 
satisfaction because of my family’s lorig connection with 
the leaders of the Utkal Conference, and Support to the 
aspirations of the peuple of Orissa when it was part 
uf four administrations, and later on when it became 
a separate province. My late uncle Hav'ble Dr. 
Sachidanand Sinha (whose Inaugural Address as the 
first President of ihe Indian Constituent Assembly has 
been described by Mr. Nani Palkivala in “‘The Task 
before a Free People”, in April, 1977, as “Truly 
prophitic’'’) spearheaded the support for the movenient 
of formation of an Orissa province, from outside {the 
region by writing a report to the Viceroy in i911 an 
moving at the Imperial Legislative Council at Dethi, 
a resolution in 1916 was for unification of these tracts 
under one administration. 


This has been referred to in the speech oi Hou’ble 
Babu Gopabandhu Das on the Budget in 1920 (on 
page-295 in this book) as the source of “ a new hope 
sprung up iu the minds of the Oriyas”. 


This again points to the catholic contacts of the late 
‘Pandit Gopabandhu and to the fact that the problems of 
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the Oriya people were adopted by manv others outside 
the region as their own problems. When laying aside 
the traditions of the earlier leaders of the Oriyas, there 
are signs these days of growing feelings of limited vision 
even among intellectuals, it would be well not to wipe 
out from our remembrance the contributions of 
people, though not ‘“‘of Orissa” but “for Orissa” 
who have genuinely worked for the welfare and 
advancement of this region. 


This book is commended in this year of celehration 
of the centenary of the great leader to everyone seri- 
ously interested in the history of that epoch of political 
ferment and awakening in modern Orissa, 


University Office, Sd./- Gautam Mathur 
Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar Vi ce-Chancellor 
28-66-1977. 
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: Introduction 
PANDIT GOPABANDHU DAS AS A LEGISLATOR 


GOPABANDHU DAs was horn on 9th October, 
1877 and died on 17th June, 1928. He had a short 
life of only 51 years, but by his activities and 
achievements he has immortalised himself in the 
annals of the Province. From his schoo! days he 
dedicated himself to selfless social service aud even 
when his wife died when he was barely 30, he 
close not to marry again thereby leaving his two 
daughters and a son to the misery of a unother- 
less existence. When he was a student of Ravenshaw 
‘College and shortly thereafter, he was influenced by 
the ideals of the Deccan Education Society which 
was running a net-work of schools an¢ colleges with 
a band of qualified and dedicated teachers on a nmtere 
pittarice as their remuneration and lormed a Universal 
Education League at Cuttack with a view to rea- 
lizing similar objectives. He tried to catch the 
students of colleges when young and inspired 
them to dedicate themselves to the cause of the spread 
of education in Orissa at minimum cost. In 1909 
he started the’ Satyabadi School which was 
converted ito a national school before its closure in 
1926 had built up high standards of national education. 
The Satyabaili School was a hold and novel experiment 
which ushered in a new age in the fields of education, 
literature and leadership. {In fact, it had anticipated 
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what came to be known later as Gandhiji’s 
System of Basic Fducation. He sacrificed this 
institution on the altar of Indian nationalism—. 
a unique sacrifice made by Orissa unrecognised by 
{he outside world. 


The Utkal Union’ Conference ‘locally k nown as 
Utkal Sammilani had heen formed in 1903 and it made 
continuous attempts for the formation of a separate 
province of Orissa with the amalgamation of’ ‘the 
Oriya-Speaking tracts lying scattered in the provinces 
of Madras, C. P. and Berar, Berigal and Bihar and 
Orissa. Gopabandhu associated himself with it even 
when he was a student and became its President in’ 
1919. This Conference was wound upas a separate. 
organisation in 1921 when it decided to merge itself 
with the Indian National Congress at his insistence 
under the presidentship of his friend Jagabandhu 
Singh. It is a {tragedy ‘that Gopabandhu did nol: 
survive to see the realization cf his dream of a separate 
province for Orissa eight years after his death. 


Service to the distressed. humanity was his first 
and perennial love, and he did not consider ‘any sacri- 
fice too great if it could: bring relief. and succour 
to the distressed humanity.. It. is said that while 
his only son was lying critically ill. . awaiting 
death at any moment,.. he received the .news 
of the devastating flood in the interior of. Puri 
district and when he : was about..: to rush for 
flood reliet and was dissuaded: by Gis: well-wishers 
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from leaving his son to die uncared four, he 
shouted in protest “am I a doctor ? If it is His 
will that my scn should die, can I prevent it ? Let 
not one son of my own blood he responsible for the 
death of thousands of sons in the flood affected areas.” 
He might or night not have saved thousands of sons 
elsewhere, but on return from the flood-relief work 
he found his cnly son dead. This is a spirit which 
very few people can exhibit. 


Flood and tamine in Orissa were his greatest 
worries, and whereever he went and in whichever 
field he worked , he strained every nerve to serve 
the poor and the distressed. The poignancy of 
his feelings at the distress 9f the famine-striken people 
of Dovar in Gop Police Station in Puri district was 
so luridly explained in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 
Councit with the Lieutenant Governor in the Chair 
that the feeble protest made by Mr. Grunning, the 
Commissioner of Orissa Division went unheeded and 
the Lieutenant Governor Sir Edward Gait promised 
a visit to Orissa. The Civil Service of Bihar and 
Orissa stoutly opposed His Honour’s visit, yet in the 
conclusion of this visit the Lt. Governor remarked 
‘“Gopabhandhu Babu, I regret to say that whatever 
should have been done has nol been donc.” This 
was a Criticism of the Government hy its head 
and the provocation was CGopabandhu’s ardent 
patriotis in. 
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There was one seat in the Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council froin Orissa Local Bodies Con- 
stituency. Utkal Gauraba Madhusudan Das, co- 
founder of Orissa proposed the name of Gopabandhu 
Das to represent that Constituency and he was 
elected. The Council had a term of 3 years only. 
But as the Government of India Act, 1919 was to 
come into force from the Ist April, 1921, Gopabandhu 
Das elected to the Council in 1917, continued as a 
member ior lour years. Had he decided to contest 
the election under dyarchy his return was inevitable, but 
despite the requests of His Honour Sir Edward 
Gait, the Lt. Governor of Bihar and Orissa and his 
friends and well-wishers, he refused to seek another 
term in the Legislative Council of Bihar and Orissa. 
On the contrary, Gopabandhu persuaded his proposer 
Utkal Gauruba Madhusudan Das to go to the Council. 
Mr. Madhusudari Das went to the Council and becan:e 
the first Oriva Minister in charge of Loca!-self Govern- 
ment under dyarchy in Bihar and Orissa. It appears 
hy hind-sight as if Gopabandhu was endowed with 
pre-science. Had he entered the Legislative Council 
in 1921, he would have resigned his inembership soon 
thereafter when the Congress decided to boycoott the 
Legislatures in the wake of the Non-Cooperation Move- 
ment in 1921. On his work as a legislator, one 
Mr. Scott, an 1.C.S. Member of the Council told him 
“Mr. Das, | have been in India icr the last seventeen 
vears. 1 have heard the speeches of eminent parlia- 
mentarians on the flocr of the House of Commons ; 
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particularly 1 remember the speeches of A. J. Baliour, 
one time Prime Minister of England and I can tell 
you that your speeches remind ine of that great man. 
As a Congressinan you are now in the position olf an 
eneiny of the British empire, but { can tell you that we, 
European Officers appreciale sincere and devoted 
patriots like you.” 


During the short span of four vears as a legislator, 
Gopabandhu pushed as much forward as he 
could despite hostile surroundings and circumstances, 
the causes that he had held dear to his heart. His 
life from 1921 till his death in 1928 was spent in 
the spread ot Indian Nationalism in the Province 
including a period vf imprisonment for iwo years 
in the Centra! Prison at Hazaribag. This is a period 
in which he saw the fruition of many of the proposais 
made by him itt the 1 egislative Council. 


In the following pages there are the 
questions asked, resolutions imeved and speeches made 
by Gopabandhu Das as a legislator. For the {facility 
of understanding, an analysis of his multi-dimensional 
approach is given helow :— 


QUESTIONS: 


Questions are a recognised parliamentary ni.ethod 
of eliciting information froin the Cabinet in regard to 
the day-to-day administration. There was no respon- 
sible Government in India under the Governnient of 
India Act, 1909 under which Bihar and Orissu was 
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made a Lieutenant Governor’s province from 1912. 
There was therefore no Cahinet. The Lt. Governor’s 
Executive Council was in charge of administration 
and the general public including the members of the 
Legislative Council had no access to the secrets nf 
Governnient. Queslions were therefore the only 
method open to ez legislator to get information about 
the working of Government thereby inviting {the 
attention of the Executive Councillors to the problems 
of the people whom they had represented. 


Pandit Gopabandhu, Das covered a verv wide 
field through the questions asked by him. 


(A) EDUCATION— 1917 : 


In 1917, Gupabandhu Das covered all aspects of 
education during the question hour. Till 1917, Bihar 
and Orissa was imder the jurisdiction of Calcutta 
University, and Ravenshaw College, Cuttack was the 
only college in the then Orissa division. There was 
no provision for the teaching of Law and for Post- 
Graduate studies in the college and Orissa students 
were going 1{o Calcutia and Patna for hoth legal and 
Post-Graduate studies. With the establishment of 
Patna University in 1917, the need for opening B. L. 
and Post-Graduate classes in the Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack was keenly felt and on January 22, 
1917, Gopabancdhu asked if the Government intended 
to open B. L. and Post-Gratiuate classes in Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack. The Hon'ble Mr. Macplierson 
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replied on behalf of Government that no such 
proposal was under consideration. Pandit Das 
again raised the question of Ravenshaw College 
ou 29 November, 1917 when He invited the 
attention of Government to the shortage of stafl 
in Mathematics in the College as also the congestion 
of applicants for admission to the Intermediate Science 
class. At the moment there were only three teachers 
including the former Principal of the College and a 
half-time teacher of Ravenshaw Collegiate School to 
teach Mathematics in the I. Sc. classes. But the 
number had been reduced to two only even though 
B. Sc. classes had hee started. The Governinent 
admitted the fact and said that they had sanctioned 
the post of a Professor of Matlheinatics. Likewisc, 
{he Government firther said that tke Principal had been 
asked to subinit proposals for increasing the number 
of seats in the I. Sc. classes. 


The children of the ruling chiefs oi the 
Indian native states were being educated in the 
Rajkumar College at Raipur but the Government uf 
Bihar anid Orissa had no control cver the institution. 
It was not a College affiliated to Calcutta University. 
Goupabandinu wanled detailed information about 
the students’ curriculum and examinations in that 
institution. Mr. Macpherson expressed his inability to 
{urnish details and said tliat it was under the 
Governirent of India and the Political agent for the 
Orissa Staies was a member of the governing body. 
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There was no Medical College in Bihar and Orissa 
and eighteen seats in the Calcutta Medical College 
were reserved for the students from Bihar and 
Orissu. There was no reservation for the Oriyas as 
such. The Hon'hle Mr. Sifton said that there 
was no specific reservation for Orissa students and 
added further that out of six Scholarships awarded by 
the Government of Bihar and Orissa for Medical studies, 
only two were allotted to Orissa and one was actually 
awarded as no suitable Oriya was available for the 
second scholarship. This was the state of affairs 
only fifty-five vears ago. 


Gopabandhu asked! on 22 January, 1917 as to the 
steps taken to open a Sanskrit College at Puri and 
Mazattarpur. Mr. Macpherson stated in reply that 
the Diarmina Samaj Sanskrit School at Mazaffarpur 
was taken over by Government and raised to (he 
status of a college, and the Government were not in 
a position to say when the Sanskrit School at Puri wiil 
be taken over and upgruded. He also askea about 
the nmuriber of technical institutions in the province 
but no reply was available from the Government. He 
also asked ou November 29,1917 if anv arrangement 
was made as was made by the Governments of Assam 
ard Burma to impart practical training to the successful 
engineering students of Binar and Orissa. The 
Government replied saying that recruit ment of engineers 
for the Public Works Department was being inade from 
Thomason College, Roorkee ; orly one engineering 
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Scholarship is granted by the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa to one oriya student at 
Sibapur. In 1916, 21 candidates appeared at the 
L.M.P. examination irom the Cuttack Medical School. 
One of them was expelled and only one of the rest 
twenty passed the examination. When this was brought 
to the notice of Government by Gopabandhu, the 
Governinent ref lied that questions were good and the 
teaching in the school was efficient but the results 
were poor because of the high standard of the examina- 
tion. He also asked a question on the students’ 
strength in the Cuttack Survey School and the answer 
given was that the total number of students in the 
school was ten, and seven out of them were admitted 
in the particular year. That showed to what extent 
technical educaticn in Orissa was being neglected. 
On 7 March, 1917, he asked if there were any hostel 
arrangements for the students from Bihar and Orissa 
in the Calcutta Medical College which elicited a very 
strange reply. Mr. Hamimond replied saying, there 
was no arrangement for Bihar students and the Oriyu 
students were accuminodated in the mess for the 
Oriya law students. The Government were however 
corresponding with the Principal of the College to 
accommodate Bihari, Hindu and Musliin students 
in the College Hostel and not the Oriya students. 
Gopabandhu was thus as much concerned with 
technical education as with collegiate education. 


A large part of his attention was, liowever, reserved 
for school education. On 7 Marck, 1917, he asked 
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about the number of High Schools established by 
private agencies and the efforts made by the 
Government to encourage these private efforts. 
Mr. Macpherson advised him to read the annual report 
on the spread of education adding that a sum of 
Rs. 20,000 had been placed at the disposal of the 
D. P. I. as non-recitrring grant for the improvement 
of Secondary Eduvation. He also pressed for the 
upening of a High English School at Angu! which 
was then the headquarters of a district bearing thal 
name. The Government replied saying that they 
were considering proposals for the creation of a few 
scholarships for Angul students to continue their 
studies in Ravenshaw Collegiate Schooi and the 
time was not appropriate ant funds were also 
not available to consider the question of opening 
a High School in Angul. On that lay he also wanted 
to know the number of M. E. Schools in Orissa Division 
receiving grants-in-aid and the statement laid on the 
table by the Government indicated that there were 
61 M. E. Sehools in the five districts of Cuttack, Puri, 
Balasore, Sambalpur and Angul and 21 M. E. Schools 
in the feudatory states there being no school in the 
native states of Dhenkanal , Baramba, Khandapara, 
Narsinghnur, Pallahara, Bonai, Bamra and Rairakhol. 
He also wanted to know the number of Primary Schools 
in the province and the information given indicated 
that while all (he Bihar districts had more schools than 
what they deserved on the basis of area and population, 
only one district of Orissa, namely, Sanibalpur, 
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enjoyed that privilege. The districts of Cuttack, 
Balasore. Angul and Puri fell far short of their 
requirements on the basis 9%f their area and 
population. Gopabandhu Das, therefore, in the 
first year of his membership of the Legislative Council 
coulg expose to what exteni education had been 1eg- 
lected in the Orissa Division of {the province of Bihar 
and Orissa. 

19 IK : 

He asked a questicn on January 31, 1918 in regard 
to the teaching of Urdu and Sanskrit in the Cuttack 
Training Scnool where from December 1970, Urdu 
liad been made a Compulsory subject and Sanskrit 
which was till then Compulsory had been made an 
Optional subject. The Government admitted the fact 
of change and said thai there were 68 HiriGu students 
and one Muslim student in the School and could not 
reply as to how many Hindu tcacthers were employed 
in Muslim Training Schools. He repeated this question 
regarding appointment of Hindu teachers in Musliin 
Schools on March 4, 1918 and the reply was equally 
evasive. The Government was thus exposed in regard to 
its partisanship towards the Musliins but no tzngible 
benefit was derived froin it. On November 28, 1918 
he wanted a statement on expenditure on different 
aspects of education during the preceding six years 
and further expused the Government’s indifference 
towards Orissa. 

In the November session Gopabandhu paid con- 
ceutrated attention to the problem of education. He 
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first enquired the cost of buildings on the approved 
type plan for a Primary, Middle and High School in 
Orissa and other Divisions. The Government replied 
saying, there can be no type plaiis for Primary Schools 
hecause ot variation in local conditions but a model 
M. E. School building will cost Rs. 6,500/- and a model 
Government High School building will cost some- 
thing between Rs. 1,06,000/- to Rs. 1,42,000/-. 
He further asked if all the M. E. Schaols had been 
provincialised and wanted a statement in regard to 
their conversion. lt was found that by September 1, 
1916 thirty-nine Schools had been provincialised and 
101 Schools were still aided institutions. There again 
the case of Orissa appeared neglected. He asked 
further it ail the M. V. Schools had been converted 
into M. E. Schools it: respunse to the popular demard 
and the Government in reply while indicating their 
awareness of the demand, promised to have two 
M. E. Schools in each of the five divisions from the 
following year. 


1919 : 

Gopabandhu again raised the question in regard 
to the conversion of the M. V. Schools to M. E. Schools 
and Governinent furnished a statement to this effect 
on January 22, 1918. 

On April 1, 1919, Goupabandhu demanded a 
statement on the appointment of under-qualified teachers 
and Inspecting Officers and got the reply that quite a 
large number of them had been appointed. 
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As his term of meinbership was coming to a close 
he emphasized more cn education abnut which he has 
been agitating in the Council from the day he entered it. 
On August 29. 1919 he brought nut the information 
through questions that the rate of tuition fees kad been 
increased by two to three rupees in Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack while the increase was not commensurate 
in the other colleges of the province, though the rates 
were lower in tlie Revenshaw College. It was further 
brought out that the number of ad nitissions to Ravenshaw 
College increased at a faster ratethan in other colleges. 
He also brought out the infor mation that the number of 
free-studentships in the Ravenshaw College was only 
Six as against the rcll-strength of 514 and it was Six in 
Patna College with a roll-strength of 504 and 5% to 6% 
of the roll-sirength in B. N. Colleye, Patna and D. J. 
College, Monghyr. He also asked about the schedule 
of hostel dues realised in different colleges. 


It may be recalled that in 1917 he had raised 
the question oi reservation of seats for Orissa 
students in Calcutta Medicai College and he again 
raised tliis question and was told that 18 seats had heen 
reserved with no seat earmarked for Orissa students. 
Two out cf six scholarships were nowever reserved 
for the Oriyas. Twenty-one candidates were nominated 
for the 18 reserved seats. There were 1G candidates 
irom Orissa hut Government said that 8 of theni were 
not qualified. 
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On February 5, 1920 Gopabandhu wanted to 
know if a scheme of exnansion of Primary Education 
in the Province in the next fen vears had heen prepared 
and the reply given by Government was that correspon- 
dence was going on in the subject. 


On July 30, 1920 he asked if afier having decided! 
to open B. L. classes in the Ravenshaw College trom 
July 1920, steps were being taken lo slart Post-Graduate 
classes in the said college. The Government replied 
saying that they were not in a position to open Post- 
Graduate classes until the new buildings were comple- 
led at Chauliaganj and that this‘ is a question which 
should be left to the new Government to he formed in 
1921. He asked for a Statement on the amount of 
grants given to M. F. schools in different districts. 
‘There was en abnormal fall in the 1umber of institu- 
{ions and students in the Prin.ary Schools of Orissa 
and he wanted a statement thereon. The Government 
in furnishing a stateinent stated that as a process of 
concentration and amalgamation of schools was in 
progress the nuimnber of schools jell and the reduction 
in the number of students was attributed! to the econoinic 
distress of the people. The statement furnished 
by Government however showed thar there was a 
large fall in the number of students in the year 1919-20. 
On the question of non-payment or inadequate pay ment 
of salaries to the Primary School teachers, the Govern- 
ment while admitting the fact said that it was due to 
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nonpayment ot contributions by the local people and 
reduced granut-in-aid from the local bodies. 


He further asked about special provision made 
for reserving scholarships for the Scheduled Castes 
and was told that there was none. There were 
135 special schools for the Harijans and they were also 
admitted] to ordinary schools. 


On Septemiber 10, 1920 Gopabandhu asked about 
provision for the appointment of Head Examiners for 
each suhject , setting of same questions in the non- 
language subjects printed in difierent languages, 
but this was not accepiahle to Governinent. He 
enquired if plans nad heen finalised for un Engineering 
School at Cuttack and the answer was still in the nega- 
tive. Ile ascertained that only one Post-Graduate 
Scholarship was reserved for the natives of Orissa. 


(B) FOREST, SALT & OTHER PROBLEMS OF 
PURI & ORISSA 


19 17: 


Throughout this year in the sittings of the Council 
on January 22, March 7 and November 29, Gopabandhu 
wanted to know details regarding reconstitution of the 
forests in the Khurda sub-division but the Government 
continued giving hin evasive replies. In reply to 
liis question on the last occasion the Government 
replied that rules for the reconstitution were still 
under consideration. On November 29, he wanted 
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lo know ¥ hat steps had been taken for the constriction 
of the Bhadrak-Chandabali Road and the Government 
replied saving that the proposals were under considera- 
tion. He extracted a statement from the Government 
in regard to total direct expenditure in Orissa 
division in the year 1916-17 ‘and got tlie information 
that a total sum of Rs. 54, 49 , (00 including 
Rs. 8, 6], 009 for education and Rs. 1, 47,000 for 
medical had been spent during the vear. 


19 18 : 


Cn Janvary 3i, 1918 he wanted to know the 
number of cases instituted fur the violation of salt-laws 
in the province and gut the information from the 
Government. He had heen plcading for making pro- 
vision for salt-manufacture in the vicinity of the Chilka 
lake and if private industrialists including the Raja 
of Parikud and a company in Madras were going 
to be granted licence for the purpose. The Government 
pleaded ignorance of any Such move by private 
agencies. 


19 19 : 


Gopabandhu raised the question of Forests on 
April 1, 1919 when he wanted to know if the rules 
for the reconstitution of forests had been finalised 
and got a reply that the rules liad been published in 
the Gazette. He further wanted to know if the 
Government iitended to provide for salt-manufacture 
as was prayed for in a memorial given tou the 
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Lt. Goverrior by the people of Khurda and the reply 
was that the matter was under the consideration of the 
Government. 


1920 


On February f, 1920 he wanted to find out the 
number of starvation deaths in Puri district as a result 
of famine. The Government denied any knowledge 
of the same. He wanted to know when 
the new land revenue settlement was going to be 
made in Orissa and the reply was, it would be made 
in 1921-22. He further elicited the information that 
the post of Inspector of Industries had been redesign- 
ated as Textile Expert to Government and he had 
organised peripatetic weaving parties in Ranchi, 
Darabhanga, Cuttack and Sambalpur districts. He 
wanted to know if the beef stall at Cuttack was going 
to be shifted fron: its existing site and as usual the 
Government said that it was under consideration. 


There was an epidemic of Malaria in Balasore in 
1920 and the Government’s attention was pointedly 
drawn to it in the form of questions. The Governinent 
while admitting the fact of incidence said that there 
was A large supply of Quinine to the dispensaries for 
{ree distribution of Quinine to the people, formation 
of fever-relief committees, filling up of insanitary pits 
and institution of a Malarial Survey unit under a sub- 
Assistant Surgeon were the steps taken by the Govern- 
ment to fight the menace. On September 11, 1920 
he came hack to this question and was told that 
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85 pits had been filled up and a scheme of water 
works for the Balasore Municipality was imder pre- 
paration. As the epidemic had abated, no further steps 
were taken except free Supply nf Quinine. 


He wanted to know on Septeniber 10, 1920 if 
the district headquarters of Balasore was proposed to 
he shifted to Bhadrak and got a negative reply. He 
further wanted {0 know if steps had been taken to 
reorganise the Sarbarakari system in Khurda in the 
light of popular coinplaints and got the reply that 
there was no such proposal under consideration. 


OTHER PROBLEMS 
19 17: 


On January 22, 1917 he wanted to kncw how the 
Sub-divisional Officers of Puri and Khurda were 
elected as members of their respective Local Boards 
and wanted this election to be cancelled at once. 
He further wanted election of members {to the 
Puri District Board from tlie Sadar Local Board to be 
cancelled on account of short notice. The Government 
in reply said that the Commissioner of Orissa Division 
has been asked to look into the matter. He wanted 
to know the composition of the District Boards of the 
province including those in Orissa aiid why so many 
salaried people were there. The Governnient could 
not furnish the information as it was not very profitable. 


On November 29, 1917 Gopabandhu wanted to 
know details about the water supply scheme of the 
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Puri Municipality and wanted to know the eauses of 
its failure and the Government denied the suggestion. 
Fe also wanted encouragement to be given to the 
Ayurvedic system of Medicine. 


Other problems dealt with by him during the year 
through rjuestions related to the filling up of the post 
of Assistant Superintendent, Sanskrit studies, 
Orissa and the number of Oriyas appointed in the 
P. W. D. , Postal Depertment and Provi:icial and 
Sub-ordinate Civil Services. 


19 1&8: 


On November 28, 19!8 lie wanted to know in 
regard to the representation of Oriyas in the Chakrs- 
dharpur Municipality and appointinent of non- 
official Chairman to the District Boards. He had 
asked questions on the recognition of Oriyas as a court 
language in the district of Singnbhum. He further 
wanted to know about the removal of Jain iniages from 
the Khandagiri Caves. 


19 19 : 

This was a bad year for Orissa and the district of 
Puri had been severely devastated by flood and famiue. 
On August 22, 1918 Gopabeandhu had puta nuniber 
of questions oir these two ravages and wanted to know 
the steps taken by Government lo remedy the 
mmediate conditions and the steps for perruianent 
remedy against floods and tamines. The replies from 
Jovernment were partly denial and partly evasive. 
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He also asked questions on the problem of Oriyas in 
Singhbhum, religious endowments in Sambalpur and 
imposition of terminal tax at Puri. 


1920 


He devoted his attention to the problem. of per- 
manent cure for floods and famines in Orissa. On 
February 6, 1920 he pleaded for a joint enquiry by 
utficials and non-officials into the actual condition .of 
the flood and famine affected areas and remission of 
land revenue and chaukidari tax. The Government 
refused the den:and for a joint enquiry and promised 
to consider the question of reinission of taxes. As 
nothing was done about remission he again 
puta question on September 10, 1920. He wanted 
to know the number of persons receiving gratuitous 
relief and pleadea for declaring the areas under Puri 
Sadar, Gopa and Pipili Police Stations as Famine- 
alfected areas. Government refused to do so. He 
wanted to know details about the flood-affected areas 
in the districts of Cuttack, Puri, Balasore and 
Sambalpur, but no stateineat was furnished. He 
pleaded for the repair to the right embankment - of the 
Devi river and the Government replied saying, as the 
flood-water over-lopped the enibankment, there was 
no question of repair. On his insistence, the Govern- 
ment had constituted an Embankment Coinmiittee 
which did not work properly and when he wanted 
tc get a copy of the proceedings of tke Committee, 
the. Government said that they had no information. 
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Gopabandhu's heart was crying for {the amal- 
gamation of the Oriya-Speaking tracts into a separates 
Province. He had invited the attention of Government 
through questions, resoluticns and general discussions 
on the budget but he got rio salisiactory reply. At 
last on the eve of his departure from the Council, 
he had put a question on September 10, 1920 if the 
Government of India had enquired from the local 
Government in regard to the formation of a separate 
Orissa Province. Hon. Mr. Rainy replying on 
behalf of the Government said that though a communi- 
cation had been received, no reply was being sent 
immediately, it would be sent by the Ist of May, 1921 
after the next censiis was completed. 


Thus in course of his questions Gopabandhu had 
highlighted all the hurning problems of Orissa bul 
could not get as mich response as he had hoped for. 
It was therefore in a spirit of anguish that he decided 
not to re-enter the Legislative Council on the expiry of 
his first term as he found the Government neitiier 
responsible nor responsive. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Resolutions were a methed of expressing vpinion on 
important problems of the province. It is not that 
the Government cared for the opinions expressed but 
the non-official meuitbers did not have auy alternative 
means of making their views known to the Governnient 
of the day. 


1917: 


Gopabarndhu Das did not move any resolution 
during the year. 


19 18 


On March 13, 1918, he imoved a rcsolution to 
the eifect that ‘‘the Government do take necessary 
steps to revive ihe salt industry in Orissa.” In course 
of his speech Gopahandhu stressed the history of the 
salt industry in Orissa, methnds of selt production, 
compared the industry in both Orissa and Madras and 
made a plea for establishing a salt manuiacturing 
industry near the Chillka Lake on account of a nuniber 
of advantages cxisting in the place. He concluded that 
the establishment of the salt industry near the Chilka 
Lake would be a very profitable verture. On an 
assurance being given by Government that they 
were taking steps to see whether the indusiry would 
Le a success, he withdrew the resolution. 


On 28 November, 1918 Gopabandhu participated 
in the victory-resolutiorn that was under discussion and 
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concluded his speech bv saying ‘‘T join also by saying 


Long Live our King, ‘God save our King’. 


On March 13, 191, Gopahandhu moved a reso- 
lution that “Rs. 26,900/- he allotted in the budget for 
the proposed Engineering School ai Cuttack and that 
to make up this amount, Rs. 14,000/- be taken 
from the non-recurring grant of Rs. 84,009/- for 
the High School! at Patna and Rs. 12,000/- from 
the grant of Rs. 32,000/- for the Boarding House in 
the Protestant European School at Cuttack.” When 
the Government assured consideration, Gopabarndhu 
withdrew his resolution with the reinark. ‘‘It is very 
painful to live always in hope. However, with 
the assurance that every etideavour will be made 
by this Government to carrv ort {he proposal of 
an Fngineering School as scon as the sanction of 
the Government of India is received, TI think I should 
withdraw my resolution.” 

19 19: 

(1) On January 22, 1919, he moved a resoliition 
that “in Primary and Secondary schools of this province 
open-air conditions of living and teaching be encouraged 
and that costly buildings of a type-plan as a 
condition for the recognition of a sc hool be dispensed 
with”. In course of his speech he brought in the 
instance of the Satyabadi School. The resolution was 
accepted by the House. 


(2) On March 4, 1919, ie moved a resolution 
that “in the budget for 1919-20 a sum of rupees 
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one lakh he allotted for the stipply of drinking water in 
the Puri Municipality.” As the Government promised 
consideration, Gopabandhu withdrew the resolution 
with the remark ‘‘I take the assurance of Govern ment 
that the matter has been receiving their consideration 
and believe 1t, but my only prayer is, let not twelve 
years elapse before the scheme is finally settled and 
hefore we get pure drinking water in the holy city.” 


1926: 


({) On February 6, 1920, Gopabandhu moved 
a resolution that ‘the mininium of free-stiudentship 
in the colleges oi the province he fixed at five 
per cent of the total number on the rolls of the 
colleges.” The Governmen: assured that the matter 
sinould he left to the discretion of the Director of Public 
Instruction. On this assurance the resolution was 
withdrawn. 


(ii) On March 13, 1920, he moved that “out 
of the lump grant of Rs. 87,000/- for the expansion 
and improvement of Primary Education, Rs. 20,000/- 
be allotted for the promotion and advancement of 
Secondary Education’. On an assurance being given, 
he withdrew the resolution. 


(iii) On the same day, he moved another resolution 
that ‘‘the provincial share of the provision for 
the famine-relief be raised irom Rs. 19,000/- to 
Rs. 50,C00/- and that a corresponding deduction of 
Rs. 31,000/- he made fron: expenditure 1nmider police.” 
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In course of his famous speech on the resolution, he 
said ‘the Hon. Mr. Gruning has said that everything 
that could be done has been done and is being 
done. All right, I do not find fault with the Govern- 
ment otf‘cers for what they have done, hut 1 urge for 
what they can do even now. Xx Xx Xx x x x If any 
human heing in an unknown corner of this province 
within the great empire of His Majesty dies for want 
of food, I think that his blood will be upon me and 
upon all those who are directly or indirectly responsible 
for conducting the administration.” On an assurance 
heing given by the Lt. Governor, the Prasident of the 
Councii, that whatever n.oney is heeded for famine- 
relief will he provided, he withdrew the resolution. 


(it) The last resolution of Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das as a member of the Council was that ““‘2 cormpre- 
hensive survey of the waterways in the coastal districts 
of Orissa be made with a view to devising measures 
for the proposed drainage of the country whereby the 
destructive effects of inundation could be mitigated 
and the sanitary conditions in the rural areas might he 


improved.” 


SPEECHES 


There were two kinds of occasions for non-official 
members tn speak in the Council. One occasion W3S 
provided by resolutions moved by other members of 
the Council and the nther occasion was provided by 
the presentation of the Annual Budget before the 
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Council. Gopabandhu seized both the occasions for 
expressing his views. 


19 17: 


(1) H+ participated in the general discussion 
on the budcet on March 29, 1917. In course of his 
speech, he pressed his demand for opening B. L. and 
M. A. classes in the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack and 
establishing an Engineering School at Cuttack. He 
made a fervent plea for the revival of Salt Industry 
and development of Cottage-Industry in Orissa. 


(2) He participated in the debate on the Cham- 
paran Agrarian Bill, 1917. 


1918: 


(1) He participated in the discussions on the 
Primary Education Rill and on the amendment to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. 


(2) He parlicipated in the general discussion on 
the budget on April 2, 1918. Incourse of his speech, 
he had highlighted the problems of education, high- 
prices, cottage-industries, co-operative movement 
and salt industry. He demanded upgrading of the 
Sanskrit School at Puri to a Sanskrit College and again 
pleaded for the opening of RB. IL and Post-Graduate 
classes in the Kavenshaw College with the appeal 
“As Chancellor of the Patna University, your Honour, 
in your inaugural speech on the occasion of the first 
Convocation was pleased to hold out to the 
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people of Orissa hope that they would have a University 
of their won X X X If that be the goal towards 
which educational efforts in Orissa should be directed, 
the Ravenshaw College, which will forin the nucleus 
of the University should he equisped accordingly 
from now.” Two pecragraphs of his budget 
speech were ruled out of order by the Lt. Governor 
who was the President of the Council and when 
Gopabandhu wanted to say a few words about the 
paragraprs, the President said, ‘the Hon. Member 
must not dispute a ruling of the Chair on a point of 


order.” 
1919 : 


On March 4, 1919, Gopabandhu opposed a re- 
solution of Rai Bahadur Purnendu Narayan Sinha 
recommending to the Government to set apart 
Rs. 10,000/- for the building of a provincial museum 
of industry and agricullure at Patna from the provision 
of Rs. 2 lakhs made for the building of the Ravenshaw 
College at Cuttack. In course of his speechk he again 
said, “although your Honour has more than once 
expressed vour desire that Cuttack will be the Second 
Uuniversitv centre and although your Honour has given 
ns hope to believe within a measurable distance of ti me 
that hope will he fulfilled, my friend the Rai Bahadur 
would like to have Rs. 10,000/- deducted from the 
allott nent made in the i. udget for the college, the work 
of whicn has been held in abeyance ior the last four 
years on account cof financial stringency < X X X Xx 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


28 


You have your University college, you have provision 
for Post-Graduate study here, you want an E ngincering 
School to develop into an Engineering College, you 
want a Medical College for the province, in the name of 
the province vou want precisely for Bihar. You will 
have your museum etc. but poor Orissa will die for 
a morsel of food. × x x x X I oppose this resolu- 
tion with all the emphasis that I can command.” He 
supported the resolution of Rai Rahadur Dwarakanath 
for making provision of Rs. 25,000/- by the Sanskrit 
Association for giving grants to Sanskrit Tols. 


HIS BUDGET SPEECH ON APRIL |, 1919 : In 
this speech hz advocated prohihition and need 
for price-control and export-control. He extended 
his support to the forthcoming Constitutional reforms 
under the Government of India Act, 1919 and said, 
“the success of the reforms depends upon the sy mpa- 
thetic and wholehearted co-operation of tic Govern- 
ment officials with the representatives of the people.” 


। 920 

He delivered his last budget speech on March 13, 
1925, in course of which he said, “This is the 
last Budget Meeting in the life of the present Council 
over which your Honour presides. There is no knowing 
how many of us will be returned tc the refornmied 
Council. Some may not choose to siand as cerididates.” 
He pleaded for amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking 
tracts into a separate province end made a plea for 
flood and famine relief and for the introduction of 
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B. L. and Post-Graduate classes in the Ravenshaw 
Coliege, Cuttack. 


He lent his poweriul support to a resolution of 
Khan Bahadur Khwaja, Mohanimed Noor recommend- 
ing to the Government nf India to provide funds for 
the Patna University. 


He lent his support to the Agricultural Labourers’ 
Billi, 1920 when he said, ‘“‘The day of the masses 
is coming . Every honest minded nian must recognis2 
this fact and before the labouring masses cianiour for 
their loaf, let us give them a hall.” 


He supported a resolution of Sri Braja Sundar 
Das , kis life-long friend, recommending io the 
Government for the appointment of a Committee to 
enquire into the coudition of the flooded and un- 
protected areas of Orissa Division. In course of this 
speech he said, ‘“‘Before I sit down allow me to say 
that the question of flood is a life and death questions 
to us. Officers who have not been in Orissa and 
non-official n'emhurs who have not seen the sutfering 
of the millions of our people in the flooded tracts do 
not realise the difficulties under which we have to 
work. As a matter of fact, owing to ilcods and owing 
to the condition of the famine, my race is 
gradually going to be extinct. × XxX X Xx Xx | am 
afraid within the next thirty-five years this country 
will be entirely de-populated. x x Xx Help us or 
we will die. Let not this ibe the last cry of a dying 
swan, ‘We die, save us’. Xx x Xx I am speaking 
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the mind of these unfortunate people. Either hear 
them or let them div.” 


In his valedictorv speech on the eve of his quitting 
the Council for ever, he said “It is not I who speak ; 
I speak for those who suffer ; I speak ior those ir 
whose sufferings, Your Honour’s sympathy has been a 
solace and comfort. x xX .«x 1 feel very deeply. I 
shall ever remember with a sense of eratitude the 
associations that we were connected with Your 
Honour. Thank You.” 


Shreeram Chandra Dash 
Professor of Political Science 
UTKAL UNIVERSITY 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES OF PANDIT 
GOPABANDHU DAS IN BIHAR AND 
ORISSA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

IN 1917 


PART I—QUESTIONS 
P ART II—SPEECHES 


PART,— 1 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das was a Member of the 
Council from 1917 till 1929. He had brought to the 
notice of the Government oi Bihar and Orissa some 
of the acute problems oi the Oriya People through 
his questions asked in the Legislative Council. 


The questions related to priinarily six problems 
viz. (u) Education in Orissa, (bY Forests in Khurda 
Suh-division, (c) Local Bodies in Orissa, (d) Appoint- 
ment of Oriyas and (e) Miscellaneous. The answers 
given by the members of Government indicated to what 
extent the interests of Orissa4 were neglected. 


His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor of Bihar 
arid Orissa was then the Chairman of the Council, 


The questions mav be grouped as follows 
(a) EDUCATION : 


22- 1-17 1. Opening of B. L. and M. A. classes 
in Ravenshaw ‘College, Cuttack. 
2. Establishment of Sanskrit College 

at Puri. 
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7- 3-17 4. 


29-11-17 6. 


Number of Technical Institutions 
in the province. 


Establishment of High Schools by 
Private efforts. 

Hostel Arrangements for students 
of Bihar and Orissa reading at 
the Calcutta Medical College. 


Practical Training for the Engineer- 
ing students. 

Rajkumar College, Raipur. 
Students from Bihar and Orissa in 
Calcutta Medical College. 
Examination result of the Medical 
Examination Board. 

Number of students in the Cuttack 
Survey School. 

Opening of a H. E. School at 
Angul. 

Number of M. E. schools in Orissa 
Division and Feudatory States. 
Arrangement for teaching Mathe- 
matics in Ravenshaw College. 
Congestion of applicants for seats 
in the Ravenshaw College. 
Nuumnber of Primary Schools in the 
province 


(B) FORESTS IN KHURDA SUB-DIVISION : 


22-11-17 1. 


Reconstitution of Forests in the 
Khurda Sub-division. 
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9-11-17 : 


2. 


4. 


33 


Reconstitution of Forests in the 
Kliurda Sub-division. 

Areas of the protected and 
Reserved Forests ir Bihar and 
Orissa. 

Reconstitution of Forests in Khurda 
Sub-division. 


(C) LOCAL BODIES IN ORISSA : 


22-11-17 : 


29-11-17 : 


1. 


(୪) 


Election of S.D.Os. as members of 
Districi Boards. 

Constitution of the Puri Disirict 
Board. 

Members of District Boards who 
are Zamindars or Zamiidars’ 
Agents. 

Drainage Scheme of the Puri 
Municipality. 

Encouragement to the Ayurvedic 
System of Medicine. 


(D) APPOINTMENTS: 


22-11-17 : 
29-11-17 


1. 


Filling up of the post of Assistant 
Superintendent of Sanskrit studies. 
Numher of Orivas in the P.W.D. 
of Orissa Division. 

Number of Biharis and Orivyvas 
in the Postal Departmeit. 
Number of apjpomtments made 
in ihe P.C.S. and subordinate 
P.C.S. and the nuinber of Oriyas. 
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(E) MISCELLANEOUS: 


7-3-17 : 


20-11-17 : 


lL: 


Supply of Rasad in Sambalpur 
District. 

Applications received tor Gun 
licences under Indian Arniv Rules. 


Revision of Public holidays in 
Orissa Division. 

Imprevement of Dhadrak-Chand- 
bali Road. 

Use uf Salt obtained as a by-product 
in the manufacture of Salt-petre. 
Revenue and Expenditure of Orissa 
Division. 


PART-II SPEFCHES 


Pandit Das had spoken only twice in 1917 
in the Council and the two s peeches were on the Budget 
of 1917-18 and the Champaran Agrarian Bill, 1917. 


29-3-17 
29-11-17 : 


Budget Speech. 
Speecli on Champaran Agrarian 
Bill, 1917. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF 

BIHAR & ORISSA, MET IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AT PATNA 
ON MONDAY THE 22nd 
JANUARY, (1917. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabhandhu Das asked : 


Opening of B.1.. “(a) Is it a fact that there is a strong 
and M. A. classes desire nn the part of the Oriyas to 
in the Raven- ` 

shaw College, have B. L. and M. A. classes at 
Cuttack. (P. -8) Cuttack 2? 


(pb) Will the Government be pleased 
to stale if the opening of these 
classes in the Ravenshaw College 
is under contemplation ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Mcpherson replied : 


“(4) Governrn:ent are aware that many 
Oriyaes are in favour of the measure. 


“(8) No such proposal is at present 
vider the corisideration of Govern- 
iment.” 

The Honu‘blte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

Filling up of 

the post of “Will the Government be pleased to 
Assistunt Super- state when the post of Assistant Superin 
intenden! Of {endent of Sanskrit Studies sanctioned 
Sanskrit Studies i dC Ger mM 

for the Orissa {Or Orissa and Chota Nagpur is to be 
and Chotanog- filled up ?”’ 
pur Divison. 

(Puge-B). 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Mcpherson replied : 


“The Hon'ble Member is referred to 
the reply given to a similar question 
asked by the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur 
Dwarikanath at the last meeting of the 
Legislative Council.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Establishment of “Will the Government ‘be pleased to 
Sanskrit Colle state what steps have beet taken 
ges al Pil towards the establishment of the pro- 
ané Muzafjflar- i 

BUF posed Sanskrit College’ at Puri and 


(Poage-8) Muzatfiarpur 2” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Mcpherson replied : 


“The Dharma Samaj Sanskrit School 
at Muzafiarpur has heen taken over 
by Governnienti with effect from Nove- 
mber last and raised to the status of a 
college. Government are riot yet in a 
position to say when the Sanskrit 
School at Puri will be provincialized, 
but the matter is under consideration.” 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Governnient be pleased to lay on ithe 
table a statement shuwing : 


p i {a) the number of iechnical instilutions 
articulars rc 5 £: 

lating to techni- in the Province ; | 
cul Institutions (OY the character of the instruction 
in the Province. imparted in each ¥ 
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(c) the annua! cost of maintenance 
of each ; 


(d) the amount of heip each receives 
from Government or from any 
other source ; and 


(ce) the value of the annual out-turn, 
if any, each yields ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Mc pherson replied : 


‘There are at present thirty-six Technical and 
Industrial Schools in the province. The whole of the 
information desired hy the Hon’ble Meriber is not at 
present available, but a statement will be prepared, 
as iar as possible, and laid on the {able at the next 
neeting uf the Co uncil.’”’ 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Election of “‘(a) Will {ne Government he pleased to 


i , state if il is a {fact that the Sadar 
icers as BR oe . 
Members of Subdivisional Orc of Puri 
District Boards and the Subdivisional Officer of 
(Puge - 9) Khurda have been elected as 


inembers irom the Local Boards of their respective 
subdivisions to the Puri District Board in disregard 
nf {the Government Circular No. 21-L.S.G. of the 8th 
March, 191} 2 
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“(b) Tf so, will {he Government be 
pleased to state if they are 
prepared lo set aside the 
eleclions > 

“(c) Will the Government be pleased 
to state in what other districts, 
if any, in the province the Sub- 
divisional Officers instead of being 
appointed ex-officio lave been 
elected, to the District Boards ?”’ 

The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond replied : 


“ta) The facts are as stated. 

‘“(b) The Commissioner will be asked 
to report on the propriety of taking 
necessary action under Section 18(d) 
of Local Self-Government Act. 


‘“(c) The information asked for is not 
available but all Cominissioners will 
be asked {io draw the attention of 
District Magistrates to the provi- 
sions of the circular.” 

The Hon’ bie Babu Gopabandhu Pas asked : 
Insufficient notice “Wiil the Government be pleased to 
given for convening slate if it 1s a fact that the meeting of 
a meeting of the the Puri Sadar Local Board to elect 
Puri Sadar Local — oirbers to the District Board was 
Board to elect 

members to the held only on a week’s notice and that 
District B oc ar d the result of the electiun was alfected 
(Page-9) by this insufficient notice 2” 
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The Hon’bie Mr. Hammond replied : 

“The fact is as stated. The Commissioner oi the 
Division will be asked to report what action he 
considers necessary.” 

The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to state the 
numher of members on each of the District Boards 
Constitution of of the province showing how many of 
District Boards them are in actual receipt of pay from 
of the Province the Goverment and how many are 
(Page 9) Zamindars or Zamindars’ agents ?” 


The Hen’ble Mr. Hammond replied : 


“The annexed statement gives the number of 
oficial and non-official members on the District Boards 
of the province. Government have no information 
to show how many members are Zamindars or Zamin- 
dars’ agents, and there has nnt been sufficient 
time to collect it since notice of the question 
was received. If the Houw'hle Member still wishes 
for the information, it will be given him at the next 
meeting.” 


The Hom’ bie Babu Gopahandhu Das asked : 

“(a) Will the Governn.ent be pleased to state 
Constitution of if it is a fact that in the present constitution 
the Puri District of the Puri District Board more than 
Board. half of the appointed members are 
(Page-11) salaried servants of Government ? 
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“(b) If so, will the Government . be 
pleased to state if they consider 
this to he an illegality 2” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond replied : 


“The fact is not as stated in the question. 
Government do not regard either the Govern- 
ment pleader or the Manager of the Jagannath Temple 
as salaried servants within the meaning of Section 7 
of the Local Seif-Governiment Act.” 


—O0— 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BI!HAR AND 
ORISSA MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT PATNA ON 
WEDNESDAY, THE 7th 
MARCH, 19 17. 


Xx xX Xx 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘“(a) Are the Government aware of the many 
private efforts that are being made at several places 
Establishmentof ot the proviucé to start High English 
High Schools Schools, or to raise the existing local 
by private Middle English Schools io that 
efforts. (P—28) standard ? 

“(b) If so, will the Governinent he pleased to 
give ua list of such efforts as have not yet succeeded 
in establishing the High Schools and in getting 
them recognised by the University ? 

“(c) Wili the Government be pleased io 


state what thev liave done or propose to do, to encourage 
these private efforls ?” 


The Hon’bie Mr. Mc Pherson replied : 


‘“(2) to (c). The Hon'ble Member is referred 
to Chapter IV of the Report on thie Progress of Education 
in Bihar and Orissa for 1915-16, which gives the 
information at the disposal of the Local 
Government. This shows that Governmedst have 
steadily endeavoured, within the iunds at their 
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disposal, tou encourage the efforts of private indivi- 
duals to improve and extend the scope of Secondary 
Education within the province. On the recommenda- 
tion of the Finance Committee a grant of Rs. 20,000/- 
has been placed at the disposal of the Director 
of Public Instruction for non-recurring expenditure 
on the improvement of Secondary Education.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Reconstitution’ (a) Will the Government be pleased to 


of the forestsat state-what stage the question of the 

in the Khurda reconstitutioii of the forests in the 

Subdivision. Khurda Subdivision is now pe n- 
(P—28). ding ? 


“(b) ‘Will the Government be pleased to state 
if they have decided upon any plan or scheme for the 
constitution of the reserved and protected forests of 
Khurda and ior the working and administration 
there of ? 


“(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a copy of the scheme ? 


‘‘(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a sketch of the plan showing the relative 
distances of tne demarcated boundary line of the 
proposed Reserved and Protected Forests of Khurda 
from the inhabited parts of the several villages along 
which the line is laid down +” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Coupland replied : 


‘“{(a) In pursuance of the policy announced in the 
resolution on the Forest Administration Report for 
1915-16 , published in the Bihar and Orissa Gazette 
of the Ist December, 1915, the demarcation of 38 
blocks of Protected Forests in the Khurdca Subdivision 
has now been completed and confirmed by Government. 
Government have alsv approved a propusal to demar- 
cate as a separate block, the arca known as the 
Barmals and have asked the Commissioner to 
submit, in consultation with the Conservator of Forests, 
detailed rules for the management of these blocks and 
of the undemarcated area. These rules, when finally 
framed and approved by Govern ment, will take the 
place of the existing rules under Sections 29, 31 and 41 
of the Indian Forest Act (Act VII of 1878) which at 
present apply to all the waste lands in the Estate 
without distinction. 

(8) and (J) Government have nol under 
consideration any plan or schenie for the reconstitution 
cf the Reserved Forests in Khurda. They have 
approved provisionally, subject to further exami- 
nation hy the Commissioner and to the anendrienut of 
the rules above referred to, draft working plars for the 
demarcated blocks. Nothing would he gained by 
publishing these plans at the present siage. 


‘“(d) It would be impossible to show on a Sniall 
scale map the detailed inforination required by the 
Hon'ble Member, and Coverninent do not consider 
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that any public purpose, commensurate with the 
trouhle and expense involved, would be Served by tha 
reproduction for publication of the working maps 


I ; a | 
submitted with the demarcation report.” 


fhe Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government he pleased to state the 


Areas of the Pro- 

tected and Ress. PYCSENt areas of the Prctected and 
ved Forcstsin Bji- Roserverl Forests in each of the forest 
har and Orissa. districts of the province 2” 

(Page-29) 


The Hon’ble Mr. Coupland replied : 


“The information asked for will he found in Form 


No. 7 appended to the Forest Administration Report 
for the year 1915-16.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Ts it a fact that the system of Rasad supply 
caused much hardship to the Gauntias 
pus District. ANE tenants in some parts of the 
(Page-29) Sambalpur District ? 

“(6) Will the Government be pleased to state if 
they are prepared to abolish the system urnider the 
present improved state of the local markets and 
exlerded communications iit the district ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Mc Pherson replied : 


“(au) Inquiries have been made into the working 
of the system from tiie to time, the last occasion being 
in 1916, when Government found that there was no 
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reason to suppose that the system, which is regulated 
by rules frame under the Central Provinces Land 
Revenue Act, was being abused. 

‘“(b) Bazars are few in number and {rade is mostly 
carried on at hats while communications are still 
backward. Having regard to {hese condilions Govern- 


ment do not see their way to abolishing the system at 
present.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Hostel arrenge- 


ments fof “(a) Will the Government be pleased to 
sf udents 


of Bhar and State it there are hostel arrange ments for 
Orissa reading 
at the Calcutta | 
Medical Culfege. at the Calcutta Medical College 2 
(Page —29) 

“(b) If not, will the Government be pleased to 
state if they intend to make such arrangements in 
Calcutta equally suitable to the students of both 


Bihar and Orissa >” 


the students of this province reading 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond replied : 


“(a) At present there arc no hostel arrangements 
for Bihari students reading at the Calcutta Medical 
College. The Oriya studenis are accommodated in 
the mess provided for the Oriya law students. 

‘“(b) The question of making hostel arrange ments 
for the Bihari Hindu and Muhammedan studerits 
at the Medical College, Calcutta, is under considera- 
tion, and the Liuspector General of Civil Hospitals is 
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corresponding with the Principal of the college on the 
subject.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopahandhu Das asked : 


“With reference to the reply given by the Hon’ ble 

Mr. Hammond to the question put by me at the last 
meeting of the Council regarding the 

Members ol constitution of District Boards, will 
District Bourds the Government be pleased to state 
who ure Zamii- the number of members of each District 
dars OF Board in the p rovince who are Zamindars 


Zamindars' - i I" 
agents (Puge-?0.) OF Zamindars’ agents ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond replied : 


“A stat ement* giving thc iniormation required by 
the Hon’ ble Member is laid orn the table.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to state the 
Applications re- nuinber of applications made and 
ceived a nd . 
granted for the number granted for the license 
licensesinfurms of guns in each district of the 
XI to XIX of the 
Indian Ati my 
Rules. 1909. 1914-15 and 1915-16 ?” 
(Page——40) 


province during the years 1913-14, 


+ Appendix K. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“A statement** of applications received and granted 
for licenses in forms XI to XIX of the Indian Army 
Rules, 1909, which cover the right to keep, manufac- 
ture and sell arms of all descriptions during the years 
1913, 1914 and 1915 is laid on the table. Separate 
figures for applications for licenses for the possession 
of guns in forms XVI, XVII and XVIII are riot 
available, but the difference between them and 
the figures given in the statement is very small.” 


++ 


Appendix L. 
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EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BIHAR AND 
ORISSA MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBFR AT PATNA ON 
THURSDAY THE 29th 
MARCH, (!917. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“If is not a customary congratulation that 1 offer 
here to the Hon’ble Finance Member on the well- 
considered budget he has presented to the Council, 

but 1 wish to express my sympathy 
Re-Budget for him in his difficulty in framing it 
(Page 223) under the present financial conditions 

of the province which cannot be said 

to be very progressive or promising. 
The quinquennial review of the provincial finances 
made by the Hon'ble Member with his characteristic 
clearness and precision shows that ‘our revenue Since 
1914-15 averages Rs. 24,28,000 in excess of our 
settlemerit standard and our normal expenditure, 
excluding any incurred on the High Court or the 
New Capital, Rs. 27,47,000 in spite of the fact that 
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the latter has heen reduced to the minimum on 

account of the financial stringency’. 
(a) ¥ ec d for From this it is clear that it will be long 
more Imperial before the province can be financially 
Grants. self-contained no matter however great 

may be our solicitude to give it the chara- 

cter of a completely self-contained 
administration with its High Court, the Circuit Court 
and the University. True, the Hon'ble Member 
estimates ‘for a further rise’ in the revenue for the 
coming year but, reading between the lines of his 
statemerit, one is inclined to think {hat he does rot 
feel the position very secure in view of the almost 
inexpansive character of the provincial revenues. 
The province has therefore to depend for its develop- 
ment and continued progress on tke Imperial grants 
hitherto given in no unstinfed measure for 
which we have to be grateful. But as long as the war 
lasts any increase in the Imperial grants can hardly 
be expected. 


“Although at a great distance from the scene of 
operations this country has been affected by the war 
in more ways than one, and it is well that it is So. 
For it has come to feel more than ever that it 
belougs to a world-wide Empirc whose weal or woes 
it has to share and with which its deslinies are 
indissolubly bound up. There has been an occasion 
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for India to show its loyalty and devotion which is 
(b) Wor ant Hew established beyond doubt while a 
the Oriya Spirit of co-operation and feeling of soli- 
people darity has developed among the various 
parts of the Empire. Speaking of the people of Orissa, 
where the coriparative absence of agitation may some- 
limes he calculated tw mininiize the value of their 
loyalty, TI may be permitted to say that, though 
smarting under a sense of disappointment in many 
of their hopes and aspirations under the new as under 
the old administrative arrangements, the Oriyas aS 
a race still hold fast to their faith in the British sense 
of justice and fairness to which their silence is due, 
and while endeavouring in their humble way to do 
all they can for the stability of the Emnipire they 
wait quietly and patiently for a better treatment in 
iulure. The spirit which led the Hon'ble Mr. M.S. 
Das to move in the Imperial Legislative Council his 
resolution of loyalty calling upun the people of India 
to sacrifice for the sake of the Empire inspired also 
the unletlered pcasants of Balasore to risk their lives 
in the interest of the Crown. This is the characteri- 
stic Oriya spirit. But it is an irony of fate that the 
enforcement of the Deience of India Act which was 
extended io Balasore to punish the offenders from 
outside should continue there as a blot on the fair 
name of an Oriya district whose people helped in 
bringing those offenders to justice. 


“On the reason of Orissa’s name being joined as 
an equal partner with Bihar in the naming of the 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


~ 


51 


province, Your Honour’s predecessor, Sir Charles 
Bayley, gave an assurance of equal treatment 
of Orissa with Bihar in his reply to an 
address of the people of Cuttack soon After the 
creation of the province. But that assurance still 
reniains a promise to be fulfilled. While thanking 
the Government for the recent affiliation of 


rsh the Ravenshaw College in History 
College and Upto the B. A. Honours standard 


Engineering I have to say that their reply to my 
School, Cuttack. question regarding the establishment 


of B. L. and M. A. classes at Cuttack has caused 
great disappointment among the people of Orissa. 
The Ravenshaw College is the only institution of its 
kind in Orissa including the Feudatory States and the 
neighbouriug Oriya-speaking tracts of the Madras 
Presidency—altogether a vaster area than Bihar. 
The suggestion that it will in course of time be made 
the centre of a University for all Orivas, docs not 
inspire much hope in the minds of the pcople who, 
to tell the truth, feel themselves neglected by the 
unequal and inadequate educational advantages now 
given to them in Orissa as compared with those in 
Bihar. It is a pity that the establishment of an 
Engineering School at Cuttack, which las been 


under the consideration of Governinent even before 
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the formation of this province and for which an 
Oriya Raja made a decent contribution some five 
years ago, could not be provided for in the budget 
as the sanction of the Government of India had not 
yet been received. I am afraid the wheel of admini- 
strative machinery moves very slowly with regard 
to Orissa. It would have heen some consolation to 
the people of Orissa it the Sanskrit School at 
Puri, an aucient and time-honoured seat of Sanskrit 
learning, had been provincialized along with the 
Dharma Samaj Sanskrit School at Muzaffarpur. 


‘These and many others are the complaints of 
Orissa which I do not think it desirable to recount at 
a time like the present when the onlv universal 
complaint of the whole Empire is against the mili- 
tarism of Germany for the suppression of which all 
our energy and attention should be directed. 1 
may rather be permitted to take this opportunity to 
urge upon my non-official colleagues in this Council 
to do all in their power to make the war loana 
success 111 a measure adequate to our love 
and devotion to the country and to the Crown. 
Here, as in many other matters of national 
importance, the noverty and ignorance of the great 
bulk of our people stand in our way. Very few of ihe 
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masses nave cash money to deposit, which has become 
more scarce on account of the depression in trade and 
fewer still can he nade to understand the importance 
and advantages of the war loan. 


“Now more than ever has to be realized the nece- 
ssity of a wider diffusion of education among the 
masses and the economic regeneration of the 

country. The Administration Report for 
(d\ Need for !915—16 shows that the number of 
ropid develon- Students represent only 16.07 of the 
ment of edu- total population of a school-guing age 
cation. a : 

in the British territory of the province 

which is admittediy more advanced 
than the Native States. If the riumber in 
those states be taken into account the percentage will 
certainly go dowi. Need it be said that there is ample 
room for improvement ? The popular interests in 
the furtherance of the cause of educalion are daily 
increasing. | know sincere private efforts are 
being made at some places in Orissa to start High 
Schools but without sufficient help and sympathy 
from Government thev cannot succeed. In this 
connection I cannot but adimire the wisdoin of the 
Finance Committee in placing Rs. 20,000 at the dis- 
posal of the Director of Public Instruction for the 
improvement of Secondary Education in the province. 
It seems io me nevessary and desirable that the heads 
of the spending departments should he giver some 
scope to nove their hands with a little case and freedom 
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and for a freer exercise of their judgement and 
discretion. It has also to be acknowledged that the 
increase in the percentage of free-studeniships will help 
a number of puor and deserving students in Secondary 
Schools, most of whoin, but for this help, would have 
closed their educational career at an earlier stage. 
In this connection one fact presses itself upon our 
attention. It is the decrease by nearly 5,000 in the 
number of scholars, in the British territory in 1915-16 
as compared with the previous year while there 
lias been an increase in the average daily strength of 
the Jail copulation by more than 700 during the same 
period. We, however hope that in future years the 
reverse will be the case. Let then our motto be 
‘open the school and close the Jail.’ 


“This increase in Jail population is no doubt Jue 
to economic causes and! thie unfavourable agricultural 
conditions have been put forth as the chief reason. In a 
vast territory such conditions are inevitable in 
differenti localities at different times. It is now high time 

that some counteracting measures should 


(e) Cotfige he adopted to give relief to the people. 


Industries. 
It cainot be denied that the decay of 


our cottage industries is mainly responsible for the 
economic degeneracy (?) of our masses. This subject 
has already received the attention of Government as 
well as of the peop!e in other provinces, and it will 
not be a day too soon for our Government to move 
inthe matter. Apparenily the Industrial Commission, 
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whiciu seems to be chiefly concerned with big factories 
and large industrial organizations, does not touck this 
(question. The miserable lot of the country weaver, 
blacksmith, goldsmith or the shoemaker should 
be improved in his own cottage by improved methods 
nf working in his paternal craft. The number of 
industrial and technical schools, as shown in the 
statement given in reply to a question of mine on the 
subject, cannot be sufficient for the province and the 
number is absolutely ineagre for Orissa where there 
are only two such institutions. 


‘The effect of scarcity is generally aggravated 
by want of wages in the affected area. The impor- 
tance of turning the natural resources, if any, of any 
such area to open field for labour caunot be too 
highly over-rated. The advantages of many places 

cen the Orissa shore for the 


(ty Revival of manufacture of salt may be mentioried 
Sa i{t/ndesiry. as an instance, and since its 


abolition, places like Parikud and 

Malud in Puri, Marichpur, Harispur 
In Cuttack, Basudeipur in Balasore and many such 
sea-side localities suffer from scarcities from time to 
time. The subject of salt manufacture is of course 
a question of imperial concern involving many larger 
interests beyond the jurisdiction of our provincial 
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Government. But in the interests of the labouring 
millions of the province an expression of opinion on the 
subject should go forth from this Government for the 
revival of this industry after a careful examination cf 


the economic aspect of the problein. 


“Before I conclude, allow me, Sir, to acknowledge 
the Imperial grant of Rs. 3,25,00G for the improvement 


of [he pay and prcspect of teachers of all grades 
in the province and also the provision made in the 

budget for the Leper Asylum at 
(g\ Improvement Cuttack. As one connected with 
of Teachers' the Puri Leper Colony and with an 
salaries und educational institution 1 appreciate 
Leper Asylum the effect and importance of these 
Cuttack. allotinents with a sense of personal 


gratitude and satisfaction. Be it 

for education or for sanitation, for a 
museum cr hospital or for any other work of 
public utilitv, we have always to depend largely 
upon the help and co-vperation of Government hoth 
provincial and imperial, which, it is hoped, will 
be ireely given until the province attains a state of 
existence full of vitality and strength, sufficient to esta- 
blish the provincial autonomy which was the object 


in view of the time of its creation.” 
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EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BIHAR AND 
ORISSA MET IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

AT PATNA ON THURSDAY. THE 
29th NOVEMBER, 1917. 


xX X xX 


The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf 
of the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


Special practical “Will the Government be pleased to 
traiving for F Nl 
one year of the tate if any arrangentent has 
Engineering heen inade with the authorities of 
students of {pe Sibpur Engineering College such 
Bihar and Orissa P 5 ring “4 

who have passed as has been made by the Assam and 
jrom the Civil Burma Governments for special prac- 
Engineering tical traning for one vear of successful 
College, Sihpur., | a N I 
(Page - 240) engineering students of this province, 

holding Government scholarships 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Clayton replied : 


“The answer is in the negative. Recruitment 
to the provincial service of the Pubiic Works Depart- 
ment in Bihar and Orissa is now made from the 
Thomason College, Rurki. (Roorkee). 


“Only one Engineering Scholarship is granted 
by the Government of Bihar und Orissa at the Sibpur 
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Engineering College and that is reserved ior Qriya 
sludents. The present holder of the scholarship is 
about to be given a practical training in this province.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Goprabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


“ 


(ta) Will the Government he pleased to state 


what is the highest examination the students of the 


Rajkumar : " 
college at Raipur. Raj Kumar College at Raipur are 
(Puge-240) required to pass ? 


“(1) Will the Government be pleased to furnish 
a statement showing the nuinber of students that have 
joined the college and passed the said examination 
since it was started ? What is the number of boys 
now on roll for Bihar and Orissa and Chota Nagpur 


separately ? 

“c) Wil! the Government he pleased to state 
if any of the students of the college joined any other 
college nr colleges for the purpose of higher studies ? 
If so, will the Government he pleased to give the nares 
of the colleges and the number ineach ? 

“(d) Will the Governinent he pleased to say if 
the college is aftiliated to the Calcutta University ? 


“(c) Are the Government aware that parents 
in Orissa are not favourably inclined to send their chil- 


dren fo the college ? 
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“(f) Will the Government be pleased to consider 
the advisability of educating the Kumars of the 
proprietors of ‘Orissa at the Ravenshaw Collegiate 
School at Cuttack or any other Suitable place in 
Orissa ? 


“(g) [Is there any official or non-official inember 
in the Governing Body of the Raj Kumar College from 
Orissa proper 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“The Rajkuinar College heing in another province 
the Lieutenart Governor in Council has no detailed 
iniormation regarding its activities or the number 
of the students on its rolls. The following brief reply 
to the Hon’ble Member’s question as a whole is all 
that can he given from the information at the disposal 
of the Local Government : 


“The Coliege is not atlfiliated to the Calcutls 
University, hut its final examination 1> equivalent lo 
the Matriculation Examination. It is specially intende-! 
for the education of the families of Feudatory Chieis 
and at the present time seven boys of this class froin 
Bihar and Orissa are reading there. The college was 
recently inspected by the Educational Commissioner 
with the Government of India who was most fInvourably 
impressed with its teaching, hostel arrangements and 
discipline. The Political Agent for the Orissa 
Feudatoury States is a Member of its Governing Bouy. 
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It is understood that a few pupils from Orissa belong 
to the Zamindari classes. Government are unable 
to subscribe to the view that it would be better if 
they were educated elsewhere.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on Fehaltt 
of the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


Will the Goveriiment be pleased to state— 


Students from “‘(#u) Thenurniber ‘of seats reserved and 


Bihar & Orissa {he number of scholarships sanctioned 
for the Calcutta 


Medical College, JO Oriya students at the Medical 
(Page - 241) College, Calcutta. 


“(b) The number of applications received for 
ad mission into the college this year. 


“(c) The number of students that have been 
awarded the schoiarship ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


‘“(a) Eighteen vacaricies in the Calcutta Medical 
College are reserved for students froin this province, 
including domiciled Bengalis. No fixed number of 
vacarcies is reserved for Oriya students, but two 


scholarships are reserved for them. 


‘“(b) The total number of applications received 
for admission into th- college for the current session 


was 108 upto the last date prescribed for the purpuse. 
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‘“(c) Six scholarships have been awarded {o 
students, five to Biharis and one to an Oriya. The 
second scholarship reserved for Oriyas was given to a 
Bihari , because no genuine Oriya was available {to 
take it.” 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 
“(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 


Examination 
result of the 
Medical i EFxa- 2nd the number that passed from the 


mination Hoard. Cuttack Medical School at the last 
(Page - 241) final qualifying examination ? 


the number of students that appeared 


“‘(6) Will the Government be pleased to Say if 
questions Nos. 1, 2 arid 5 of the Pathology paper are 
in conformity with the syllabus prescribed by Govt. 
in Page 22 of the Bihar and Orissa Medical Examination 
Board ? 

“‘(c) In view of the unprecedented result of the 
Cuttack Medical School, will the Government be 
pleased to state if the next examination is going to be 
held at an interval of about six months according to 


Schedule II, Rule7, Page 5 of the Bihar and Orissa 
Medical Examination Board 2? 


“(d) Will the Government he pleased to enquire 


and state if the result is due to any defect in teaching 
or defect ini examining 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton repiied : 


‘“‘(a) Twentyone candidates appeared alt the 
examination, one was expelled from the examinatior 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


b2 
on the first day. Of the remainder one passed 
the examination. 

“(£4) Government are advised that questions 
Nos. 1, 2 and 5 of the Pathology paper are not outside 
the scope of the prescribed syllabus. 

‘“(c) The next examination will be held after an 
interval of about six months. 

‘‘(d) Government have made enquiries and are of 
opinion that the standard of medical knowledge 
expected from the students in certain pap=#rs 
was too high. The matter has already been 
brought to the notice of the Medical Board. The 
teaching at the Cuttack Medical School is reported to 
be efficient.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 

“Will the Government he pleased to lay on the 
i table a statement showing the number of 
end Oriya Oriya Hindus and Oriya Muhammedans, 
ସେ Bihari Hindus and Bihari Muham:me- 
and Bihari Muha-dans, drawing a salary of Rs. 80/- 
mmedans, draw- nine th 
ing a salury of (Fifty) and upwards, mentioning the 
Rs. 5C and up- ojfice they hold in the Public Works 
wards, in the N a 
Public Works Department of Orissa Division, out 


Depariment of of a total number of 342 officers and 
the Orissa Divi- a 
sion. (Puge-242) clerks employed there ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Clavton replied : 


“Of the 342 employees in the Public Works 
Depart ment of tne Orissa Division, 132 are Oriyas and 
Biharis. The nuniber of the latter drawing a salary 
of Rs. 59 a month and upwards is shown in the 
statement* which is laid on the table.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Pas, on behalf 
of the Hon ’ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


“Will the Government ke pleased to state the 
number of students admitted to the Ist 
Number of yeur class of the Cuttack Survey School 
students in the 
Cuttack Survey in 1917 and the total number of 
Schoo! in 1917. stiiderits pi i ti A h 
(Page - 242) _ Stidents receiving education in {he 
school this year ?’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“The number of students admitted to the Ist 
year class of the Cuttack Survey School in 1917 is seven 


and the total number of students in the school is ten.” 


The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das, on hbehaitf 
of the Hon ’ble Babu Braja Sundar Das, asked : 


“Has the attention of the Governnient heen drawn 
to a paragraph in the UTKAL DIPIKA of the 265th 


” Appendix C. 
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August, 1917 recommending a revision of public 
Revision of holidays in the Orissa Division 
Public holidays | - 5 : 

in the Orissa keeping in view the national needs 
Division. of the people of the Division.” 

(Page. 949) 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


‘Government have seen the article referred to 
aud have ascertained that, so far as the offices under 
{he control of the district officers of Orissa are Ccon- 
cerned, sufficient use is made of the discretionary 
powers vested in these officers ton give additional locai 
holidays and to vary holidays granted by executive 
urders to nieel special local conditions in Orissa. The 
article appears to refer mainly to civil court holidays, 
the prescription of which is within the competence of 
the High Court of Judicature at Patna. The 
attention of the Hon’ble Judges has been drawn to 
the article with a view {o such action as they nay con- 


sider necessary.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das, asked : 


“Considering the isolated and inaccessible natiire 
of the District of Angul and its backwardness in 
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education, will the Government he pleased to 


Opening of a 3 : ତ ¢ 
High English consider the desirability of opening a 


School at Ang- 

ul or affording’ High English: School there or of 
facilities tu the 

inhabitants for alfording facilities to the inhabitants 
higher studies 

el se wh ere. for higher studies elsewhere.” 

Page - 242) 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


‘‘Government have riow under consideration 
proposals of the Director of Public Instruction for tlhe 
creation of scholarships which will enable deserving 
Angul students lo continue their studies at the 
Ravenshaw Collegiate School. They do not consider 
that the time has yet come for the opening of a High 
School iii Augul and in any case Such a project must 


stand over till the financial position improves.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Pas, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das, asked : 


“(a) Ts it a fact that the only road from Bhadrak, 


Improvement cf the nearest railway station to the port 
the Bhadrak- 
Chandbalt Road 
in Balasore. able during certain periods of the 
(Page - 243)... 


of Chandbeli, 1s practically imjpass- 


year 2? 
“(b) Is it a fact that on account of the bad condi- 


tion of that road, Governinent officials of the district 
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are permitted to travel via Cuttack or Calcutta for 
coming to the port and are paid travelling allowances 
by the routes actually taken by them ? fs 


‘“(c) Is it 9 fact that on account of irregularity 
in steamer service, people are practically isolated and 
traffic is absolutely hlocked ? 

“() Considering the importance of the road, 
leading 10 the only Seaport in the provirice, do the 
Government intend to make inquiries and take steps 
t9 remove the inconveniences now felt bythe people ? 

“(e) Will the Government be pleased to state 
when the nmetalling of the road is likely to be 
compieted 2’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


‘“(a) The road is unmetalled and in the heavy 
rains is impassable for vehicular traffic. It is a good 
[air-weather road. 

“(b) Gazetted Officers are permitted to go to 
Chandhali by rail and Steamer via Cuttack in order to 
save time. Travelling allowance is paid to oificers 
according to the route actually taken by them, but 
during the last three vears, no officer has drawn travel- 
ling allowance for travelling to Chandbali via Calcutta. 


“(c) It is not correct that all traffic is stopped. 
even in the heaviest rains. There is always traffic 
on the last six miles, from Motto te Chandbali, and on 
the first two miles between Bhadrak and Tihiri; 
on the six miles between Tihiri and Motto there is very 
little traffic even in fair-weather. 
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‘“(d) The Lecal Government fully realize the 
importaiice of the road. Proposals were submitted to 
them in 1914 for its improvement at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 3,359,000 and 2 grant of Rs. 50,000 has been 
made for raising and metalling one section of it. In 
ardldition the District Board has spent Rs. 27,736 
cn the improvement of the road iui the last three years. 
Further estimates of Rs. 49,968 have heen sanctioned 
for metalling other sections. 


“(2) It is expected that the meialling cof miles 
1 to 10 of the road wilt be completed in 1920, and of 
miles 25 tol in 1918. No proposals have yet been 
sanctioned for inetalling miles 11 to 24. The 
necessary wWater-ways in this section would cost 
several lakhs of rupees and steel girders for the 
purpose are not procurable during the war.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to lay on the 
Number cf Bihari table figures showing the number of 
& Oriyw Postal Postal Superintendents, Posta! Inspe- 
Superintendents, tors, and Ist grade posimasters 
a serving in the Province and be pleased 
Masters. (P- 243) to state how many Biharis and Orivas 

hold those posts severally ?” 
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The Hon’bie Mr. Sifton replied : 


“A statement* containing the required information 
is laid on the table.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das on behalf of the 
Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das asked : 


‘“(a) Wilt the Government be pleased to state the 
Number of number of Middle English Schools in the 
Middle Fnglish Mr lie i 
Sehools in the Orissa Division, receiving grants-in-aid 
district of the from each District Board of the 
Orissa Division i: 
und the Feuda- Division during the year 1914-15, 
fory Stages: 1915-16 and 1916-17 ? 

(Pag> - 243) 


“(b) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the total number of Middle English Schools in the 
Orissa Division, specifying the number in each district 
and each Feudatory State ?” 


The Hon’ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


(a) and (b) The Statements** are laid on the 
table.” 


* Appendix—D 


*+* Appendix—E 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das, asked : 


‘“(a) Is it a fact that there were three Professors 
and Lecturers (including the former Principal of the 
Arrangement College and a half-time teacher of the 
Mo in Ravenshaw Collegiate School} for 
the Ravenshuw Mathematics in the Ravenshaw College 
College. before the opening of the B. Sc. Classes 
(Poge - 241) there and that the number at present 


has been reduced to two only 2 


“‘(b) In view of the fact that the Patna University 
Committee in their reports recommended three 


provincial Educational Service and one sub- 
ordinate Educational Service men (for the Mathe- 
matical staff of the Ravenshaw College and in 


view of the factthal there are oniy two men at 
present for teaching L.A., I.Sc., B.A. and B.Sc. Classes 
there, do the Government intend {to strengthen 
the Mathematical staff of the College by an addition 
of a Professor and a Lecturer 2?” 

The Hon’bte Mr. McPherson replied : 


“(a) The reply is in the affirmative. Strictly 
speaking , however, there were only two whole -time 
teachers before the B. Sc. Classes were opened, as, in 
view of his other duties, a Principal is regarded only 
as a half-time teacher. | 

(0) The question has recently been under 
consideration and Government have just sanctioned 
the temporary addition of one professorship to the 
Mathematical staff of the Ravenshaw College.” 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf of 
the Hon'ble: Babu Braja Sundar Das, asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to state what 


Use Gf catt use is made of the salt that it 
obtained as a had as a by-product from the 
by-product in manufacture of salt-petre in 


i nt ifacture hs 
or the districts of Champaran ‘and 


(Page 244) Saran. ?”’ 
The Homnble Mr. Sifton replied : 
“So far as Government are aware most of the 


salt obtained as a by-product from the manufacture of 


salt-petre, is used as food for cattle, or for curing 


hides.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Babu Braja sundar Das, asked: 
Revenue and cexpendi- “Will the Government be pleased 


ture of the Urissa to lav on the table a statement 
Division. (P. 244) showing the following : 


(a) The total collection of revenue of the 
Orissa Division under diiierent heads for the 
years 1916 and 1917, and 

(b) The total expenditure on administration on 
all heads (noting them separately) for the year 1916 


and I1917.” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


“A statement* showing the actual Revenue and 
direct Expenditure by major heads in respect of the 
Orissa Division for the year 1916-17 is laid on the 
table. The figures are subject to modifications, as 
the Accountant-General reports that the accounts 
for the year have not yet been finally closed. 


“The statement* * of expenditure is necessarily 
incomplete in as much as indirect expenditure such 
as that on the Execulive Council, Secretariat, Heads 
of Departmenl, and High Court jis not distributed 
among the divisions of the province.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, on behalf 
of the Hon'ble Babu Braia Sundar Das, asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased io siate :— 


(u) The number of appointments made in the 
Wumber of uppoln{ments provincial and Subordinate 
made in the Executive Brunch Executive Services in the 
of the Provincial Civil Service, province under the follow- 
and in the Sutordinate Fxe- ing heads :— 
cutive Service since the creas 
tion of the Province and the (i) by nomination by the 
number of Orivas appointed Comumissioners of Divisions, 
{to these services duritig the 
period (Page-245) (ii) by nmoininaltion by the 

Board of Revenue, 


“ Anpendix F. *+ Appendix G6. 
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(iii) by nomination by the University, 

(iv) by direct nomination by His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bihar and 
Orissa. 


(uv) by other ways. 


‘“(b) The total number of appointments made 
in the Orissa Division under sub-heads (i) to (uv) in 
clause (u) above, since {he creation of the new province 
and the total number of Oriyas appointed under each 


head.” 
The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 
“Two statements* are laid on the table.’”’ 


N X Xx 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(u) Was the attention of the Government 
drawn to the English arlicle in the UTKAL DIPIKA 
Congestion of of the 1Cth, Noveinber, 1917, 
applicants {07 regarding the congestion of applicants 
seats in the Ravens [ {s in the 1. S | f th 
shaw College or seats in the 1. Sc. class of the 
(Page - 266) Ravenshaw College ? 

“(b) Will the Government be pleased to state if 
they intend to make provision in the next college 


“¢ Appendix H. — 
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session to meet the growing demand for seats in the 
LSc. class of the Ravernshaw College 2” 


The Hon’bie Mr. McPherson replied : 


“(a) The answer is in the affirmative. 


‘“(b) The Principal has been asked to submit 
proposals for dealing with the matter after consulting 
the Governing Body.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“fa Will the Government be pleased to state if 
they have made an estimate of the number of Primary 
Number of Schools to he maintained in the several 
Primary Schools (clistricts of the province in pursuance 
in the province. of the policy laid down in their 
(Page:=266) Circular No. 37 of the 22nd August, 
1916, on the recommendations of the Committee on 
Primary Education. 


“(h) {If so, will the Government be nleased to lay 
on the table a comparative statement showing district 
by district, the mtinber of Lower Primary , Upper 
Primary and Middle Vernacular Schools estimated 
and the number now existing ? 


“(c) Will the Government he pleased to state if the 
estimated nuinber is the minimum which each parti- 


cular district mav have ?” 
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The Hon'ble Mr.McPherson replied : 


“(a) The answer is in the affirmative. 


“(f) Figures showing Upper and Lower Primary 
Schonls separately are not readily availabie. A 
stalement* showing the total number of Primary 
Schools needed is laid on the table and with regard 
lo Middle Vernacular Schools the Hon’ble Member 
is referred to {he answer given to a similar question 
asked by the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Dwaraka Nath 
at this meeting. 


“(c) This is the intention.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

“(a) Will the Gouvernment be pleased to state 
Droinage scheme the amount spent on working out 
of the Puri the drainage scheme in the Puri 


Municipality. 6 
2 
(Page 266) Municipality ? 


‘“(b) Isit a fact that the scheme did not prove 
a success and has consequently been abandoned ? 

“(c) Tf so, will the Government be pleased to state 
if they propose to direct an inquiry into the causes 


of the failure and to fix the responsibility for the loss 
sustained by the Municipality 2’' 


The Hon’bte Mr. Sifton replied : 


“(a) The cost of preparing the scheme amounted 
to Rs. 4,468. The cost of work done in carrying out the 
scheme amiounted to Rs. 92,959. 

* Appendix W. 
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“(b) Ttis not a fact that the scheme did not prove 
a success. It was not finished because the Pilgriins 
Committee considered that a more comprehensive 
scheme with a system of underground sewers was 
desirable, in orcdler to effect a complete solution of the 
drainage problems of Puri. The scheme, as it stands, 
forms a satisfactory self-contained system of surface 
drains for a part of the town which can be used with 
advantage in addition to any system of sewers that 
may, in the future be adopted for the town. 


“(c) In view of the facts stated above no reply 
is called for.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Will the Government be pleased tn state if 
they give any encouragement to the Ayurvedic system 
Encouragement of medicine beyond its recognition as a 
{nthe Ayurvedic sbject of study by the Binar and 
system nf medi- ; FE ର a ; 
rine. Orissa Sanskrit Association 2? 
{Page- 266) 


‘“(b) Have the Government of India consulted 
the views of this Govern ment of the future iniprovement 
of the indigenous systems of medicine 2? 


“(c} Ifso, will the Government be pleased to state 
the steps, if any, taken by thein to ascertain public 
opinion, and to lay on the table their views on the 
subject ?” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


‘“(a) A teacher of the Ayurvedic system is main- 
tained in the Dharma Samaj Sanskrit College at Muza- 
ffarpur. Government give no other financial encourage- 
ment lo the system. 


‘“(b) The answer is in the affirmative. 


“(c) Collectors and Civil Surgeons were asked to 
report on the popular estimation of the system. 
After considering their reporls Governiment decided 
thal no practical good would resnlt from subsidizing 
the very few schools of indigenous medicine that exist 
in this province.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) With reference to their reply (a) to my 
question in the Couricil on the 7th March, 1917, on the 
Reconstitution reconstitution of forests in the Khurda 
Sub-division, will the Government be 
division pleased to state if the rules referred to 
(Page - 267) in the reply have been framed ? 


‘“(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
place them on the table 2? 


“(c) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if they intend to introduce the Forest Panchayat systein 
inthe Khurda Sub-division 2?” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Coupland reptied : 


“(aq) and (5). The rules are still under the 
consideration of the local officers and Conservator 
of Forests. 


‘“(c) The answer is in the negative.” 


* xX Xx xX 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I beg to submit that the earliest oppor- 
tunity should be taken to introduce a Bill with a view to 
giving effect to some of the reconimendations of the 

Committee nf Enquiry as regards 
Champaran the grievances of the Champaran 
Agrarian Bill. tenants. It may be a concession to the 

agitators or a concession to the planters ; 
whatever it may be, the object of the Bill is laudable. 
It is to settle the dispute, which has heen of very long 
standing, in the Champaran district. 


“It is a fact that the grievances of the Champarzn 
Raiyatls reached a stage which called for the inter- 
vention of public opinion in Bihar and of the public 
press. That the mute Raiyats of Champaran could 
attract the sympathy and support of the leaders of the 
public is a sufficient proof of the acnte stage which 
their grievances had reached. 1 am thorough!'y acqu- 
ainted with the condition of the Champaran people, 
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hut it gives me great pleasure to see that the yrievan- 
ces of the teriants and of the poor unhappy people are 
to be redressed by this Bill to a certain extent. 


“I have only to siiggest one point with regard to 
the members who are to form the select committee. 
I submit that sonie representatives of the Raiyats of 
the Champaran district should be included. I suppose 
Mr. Jameson and Mr. Kennedy have been taken into 
represent the interests of the planters. The interests 
of the Raiyats— ” 


His Honour the President : 


“Is the Hon’ble Member discussing the composition 
of the Select Committee ? If so, he is out of order, as 
the motion before the Council at present only concerns 
the introduction of the Bil.” 
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APPENDIX—K 


Statement <inwing the number of members of each 
Pistrict Board in actual receipt of pay from 
Government! and number of memhers who are 
Zamindars or Zamindurs’' agents. 


No. No. No. 
Name of of of of Total Remar ks 
District Board members members members 

in who of 

actual are other 

receipt Zamindars profe- 
of or SSiUMS. 

pay Zamin- 


from drs’ 
Govt. Agents 


tn ma —— ee ee ee i 2 i 0 ge re ee ee ee re ee ee oo ee ee 


l 2 3 4 5 6 
PATNA DIVISION 
Patna 6 18 a 24 
(Gava 6 17 1 24 
Shahabad 7 16 l 24 


TIRHUT DIVISION : 


Muzailarpur 6 (a) 19 oo 25 («) Ineludes 

ଞ 7 Indigo 
Planters. 

Saran 7 (9) 15 3 28 (6) Includes 
6 Indigo 
Pianters: 


Champeran 5 (6) 12 2 29 (c) Inelides 
8 Indige 
planters & 
the Manager, 
Bettiah 


Fe _ Estate. 
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fps 
Oo 


' 2 3 4 5 uv 
Darhhanga? 7 (dd) & 15 (MM Includes 
6 Indigo 

planters. 


BHAGALPUR DIVISION : 


Bhanaiput (oe) & 19 3 3) (6) Includes 
the Govt. 
Pleader. 

Mongh\r 7 12 5 24 

Purnca 7 12 5 ହଁ 


CRISSA DIVISION : 


Cuttack 7 g 5 21 
Balasore 9 Iv 1 16 
Puri 7 4 4 13 
Sambhelpur D7 14 3 24 (/) Include 
the Govt. 
Pleader. 
CHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION : 
Ranchi # ” 4 € 18 
Hazaribagh £ 4 7 17 
Palamau 2 EC 1 i 
Manhbhum 7 4 7 18 
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APPENDi X—L 


Stotemert showing the number of arplicatioas fur gun- 
licences received and granted during the years 
1913-15. 


Go Ambre cae os ie gi ee te ie ee eet ee ee ee te ee oo is ei te ee me mii ce Me ee - rs ee ee 


Number of applications 


1913 1914 1915 

Toial Gran- Total! Gran- Total Gfgan- 

Division District receiv- ted receiv led receiv- ted 
ed. or ed. or ed. or 

re- re- re- 
newed rewed newedg 

l 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 
Patna Patna 869 79୨7 ୫୪୯4 746 ୪୦5 ୨୮୪୦0 
Gave ୬୧6 476 583 538 567 545 
Shanabad 1,000 625 1,134 9୨1୧ ୪୮2 729 
Tirhut Saran 387 2ଧ0େ 293 ୨2୦୫5 ୨୪3 21୮7 


Cliamparan 734 666 71 G81 776 G71 
Muzaiiar pur 1,002 9158 ୪୨94 23 ୨୧8 ୪୦୬ 
Darbhanga &33 404 465 401 480 ଓଓY 


Bhagalpur Monghyr ୦54 335 ୦୪4 372 453 362 
Bhagalpur 321 276 ଓ 256 ଓଓ୭ 


Purnea 649 ୫୨7 664 ୨516 ୫15 593 
Santal Par- 726 L5G 710 G37 G75 GlUV 
gatas 


Chota Nagpur Hazatibagh 1,397 !,244 1,248 1,135 1,309 1,61 
Ranchi 2,071 1,751 1,346 1,213 1,୪39 Y79 
Palamau 1,105 1,049 1,047 257 1,734 9୨46 
Manbhuim 8୨୬ ୨7୨୫ ୪୦0 ୨7୨୫ ୧୨୨3 ଓଧ୪4 
Singhbhuin 714 560 634 56 620 169 
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Si 2 3 4 5 U 7 8 

Orissa Cuttack 627 592 ' 3 537 5583 470 
Falasors 338 ଓ୨33 ୨୨7୦ ୨68 ୨5୮ ୨୨6 
Aneut 320 314 445 440 139 133 
Puri 353 185 375 249 270 166 


Samhalpur 374 9291 341 236 325 263 


Total 15,419 13,043 14,531 12,59& 13,669 1 ¦ ,5#3 
APPENDIX -C 


Statement showin ¢ {he number of-Oriya Hindus und Oriya 
Muhammedans, Rihari Hindus and Bihari Muhammedans 
drawing a salary of Rs. 50 and upwards, with the 
name 9} the Office thew hold in the Public 
Works Department, in the Orissa Divi- 
sion, and clertis employed there. 


Oriya Hindus Criga Muhaw:medans 
No Rank Pay No Rank Pay 
1 2 2 4 5 6 
| Deputy Collector 400 2 Clerks 20 
{local 
allow ance 
100). 
1 Ziladar &5 
2 fZiladars 60 
1 Accounts Clerk (4 
i Estimator 60 
1 Temporary Accounts 
Clerk. 60 
1 Sub-Crerseer 70 


Total 8 men Total 2 men 
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Bihari Hindus Bihari Muhammedans 
Nn Rank Pay. No Rank Pay 
7 8 9 10 Hl 12 
1 Clerk 75 None 
1 Draitsman 55 


Total 2 men. 
APPENDIX--D 


Statement showing the totul number of Superintendents 
of Post Offices, Inspectors of Post Offices and Ist grade 
Postmusters. serving in Bihur and Orissa, and 

also how many of them are Biharis and 


Oriyas. 
Tot Number Number 
Number of of 
of Biharis Orivas 
Designation o! appointment appoint- in the in the 
ments in grade grade 


the grade 


Gani inh i nie pein sia iia GO a dau >i App Se mes ON cet ae ere hi mn nts Gale A ee “Gd, lind: emer padi Spin St 


1 2 3 4 
1. Svperintendents cf Post 11 2 
Offices. 
2. Inspectors of Post Oflices 24 8 l 
3. Ist grade Poustmasters 5 ] 


(Pay Rs, 2C0— 300). 


Sip © = Be guess wie ens 2 es esis ie ip ae ape ain fee i ns Be Gees BM ees eee ae ie Cit ¢ nga 0 ei ee 
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APPENDIX—E 


(a) Statement showing the number of Middte English 


Sckools maintained and aided by eack of the District 


Boovtds in Orissu, during the years 1914-15, 


1915-16 ond 1916-17. 


Number of Number of Schools Nuniber of Schools 
the District maintained during aided duriug 
Board 0: tlie years the years 
Conncil 


1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 19i4-i5 1915-16 1916-17 


mn ms ci es me ee me et i i ee ee a ims me as ee 2m me ee i i ie ie i ee 


1 2 3 4 6 
Cuttack 6 5 G 15 19 19 
Balasore 1 l 12 12 12 
Pur: 3 3 3 ।। 1 l 
Sainbalpu: 5D o 9 


er me = gh ee et 


oe eg ee se ee me eee ee te ee eee ee ee 
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APPENDIX—E (contd) 


(b) Statcmea! showing the total number ol Middle 
English Schools on 3ist March 1917, in the Orissa 
Division, District by district, and in euch Feudatory 


State. 


Name of district 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Puri 
Sambalpur 
Angul 


Number of 
Schools 


2 


Name olf 
State 


3 


Number 
of Schools 


4 


32 


15 


— wn 


Mavurbhanj 
Keonjhar 
Nilgiri 
Dhenkaral 
Baramba 
2thgarn 
Tigiria 
Khandpara 
Ranpur 
Nayagarh 
Nazrsinghpur 
Daspalla 
Hindol 
Baud 
Athmellik 
Talcher 

Pal Lahara 
Gangpur 
Bonzai 
Ramra 
Rairakhol 
Patna 
Soneput 
Kalahandi 


5 
2 
l 


— ee ¢ 
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APPIENDIX —F 


Statement showing thc total Revenue by .major head 
fur the ycar 1916-17 din thv Ortssa Division. 


Revenue Heads Amount Remarks 
1 % 3 
Rs. 

] Land Revenue 31,04,000 

Il Gpium 2,63,000 

a Salt 5 

IV Stamps 9,29,000 

Vv Excise 15,881,000 

VI Provincial Rates 4,50,000 

VII Customs 1,0C0 

VIII inccenie Tax 1,75,000 

IX Forest 1,57,00U 

).ଏ Registratiun 1,705,000 

XI Tributes 85,000 

XH Intercsi 23,000 

XVIA Law and Justice—Couvrts 

nl Law. 58,000 

XVID Law and Justice-- Jails 25,000 

XVII Police 4,000 

XVIII Ports and Pilotage 

XIX Education 75,000 

XX Medical (1) 1,000 (1) Medical 
and Sanita- 
lion not 
distritsuted. 

XXIA Agriculture 7,000 

XXI# Scientiiic, etc., Deposit 1,000 

XXII  Keceipts in aid of snperannu- 

ation. : 44,000 
XXIII Stationery etc. 3,000 
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1 2 3 

XXV Miscellancous 53,000 

XXIX Major Works (Irrigation) 5,80,00C 
XXX Minor Works, etc. 

(Navigation). 7,900 

XXX Civil Works 55,000 

Tots! 77,76,000 

APPENDIX —G 


Statement showing ?!hé lolol direct expenditure by 
major heads for the year 1916-17, inthe 
Orissa Division. 


Expenditure heads Amount Remarks 
1 2 3 
1. Refunds and Drawbacks 16,002 
2. Assignnients, etc. 1,000 
$. Land Revenve 3,67,000 EFxclusive of 


survey ligures 


5. Salt 32,600 
ff.  Steinns 19,000 
7. Excise 78,200 
&. Provincial Rates 4,3¢ ,000 
9. Customs 14,000 
10. Income Tax 4,000 
11. Forest 1,21,000 
12. Registration €4,(00 


13. Interest on ordinary debt 
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14. 
1K. 


164. 


196 
20. 

21. 
22 
23. 
24. 


Interest or other oblivation 
Genera! Administreztion 
Lav and Justice- 

Courts of Law. 

Law and Justice Jails 
Police 

Forts and Pilotaee 
Fqducation 

Ucclesiastical 
Medics! 


Politica! 


. Agriculture 
iB. Scientific, etc. 


Territorial ard Politica! 
pensions. 

Civil Furlough, eic. 

Superannuation, 2tc. 

Stationery etc. 

MisceHlanucous 

Projective Irrigalion Works 

Major Works, etc. 

irrigation Works} Working 

Expenses. 


Minor Works, etc., Navigation 


Civil Works 
Military Works 


1,009,009 


£,099,000 
1,13,000 
7,76,000 
6,000 
&,61,090 
17,009 
1,447,000 (I) Medical 
and Sani 
tation nol 
distributed. 
45,000 
50,000 


29,500 
4,000 
1,55,000 
4.000 
419,000 
2,000 


4,558,000 
1,66,000 
«,16,000 
3,000 On account 
of milj- 
tary Works, 


54,49,009 
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APPENDIX—H 


Deputy Collectors 


Number of appomtments 
made since 1912 in the Orissa 


Division 
No. Nominating Number of  Orivas Domiciled l 
authorities. appoini- (Hindus) Bengalis Total 
ments Muham- 
made medans 
since and 
iY12 Christians 
in the 
province 
l 2 3 4 5 6 
1. Lieulenant- 16 1 l 
Governor in 
Council. 
2, Conmissioners of 19 4 2 6 
Divisions. 
3. Bbuard of Revenue 19 2 on 
4. University of 4 1 { 
Calcutta. 
uv. Heads cf Depart- 2 i i 
nents. 
Total 66 ୪ 3 i! 
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Sub-LDeputg Cuolleetors 


ee me ee re el re ns Wf ie i le i Mi ii ie mw me me Sl es re ee eee eee ree te 


No. Nominating No. of  Nunibher of appointments made 
authorities sppointments since 1912 in the Orissa 
made Division. 
sinec 1912 in Oriva VPorriciled 
the province Hindus Beugalis Total 
Muham- 
ineda 1s 
and 
Chri~tians} 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
1. Lieutenant- 19 4 4 


Governor in 
Corincil. 


2. Commissioners ୪! 6 6 


of Divisions. 


3. Board of Revenue 10 ] i 
4. Heads of Depart- 15 2 2 

ments. 
Total 75 12 l 13 


The University of Calcttia is not asked to make nominations to 


the Suborainate Executive Service. 
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APPENDIX—W 


Stuternent showing the number ef rew Primary 
Scheols required in each district. 


District Area Nurnber Nuinber 10 ’%% No. of Numiber of 
in of of of schools new Sehools 
Square Primary Dboys the male required required 
niles Schools Primary popula- onthe or existing 
required Schools tionin basis of school not 
onan in rural rura! 60 pupils required 
area areas on areas, Der sChuol —.—-—-.o-- « 


basisi.e. 3lst {.e., nu. On the On 
one March of hovs area the 
school 1917. of Pri- basis popu- 
(whether mary lation 
Upper Svhool- basis. 
Primary going 
Lower age in 
Primary rural 
or areas. 
infants) 
to every 
21/2 
square 
1iiiles 
i 2 3 4 5 OG 7 8 
Patna 2,121 848 1,144 65,861 1,147 — ୧୨96 43 
Gaya 4,714 1,886 1,3 101,594 1,593 +575 4-382 


Shahabad 4.353 1,740 881 $5,429 1,424 4-859 4 543 
Saran 2,683 1,072 1,036 J02,84& 1,714 +36 4073 
Charmpa- 3,531 1,412 83,776 92,049 ¦, ୨34 - 636 ++ 758 


ran. 
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1 2 3 
Muzalfar- 3,036 1,216 
pur. 

Dar- 3,548 ¡,340 
bhariga. 

Monthyr 3,961 1,554 
Rhagal- 4,226 1,692 
pur. 

Purnea 4,998 2,000 
Santal 5,479 2,192 
parganas 

Cuttack 3,654 1,460 
Balasore 2,085 832 
Aneul 1,681 672 
Puri 2,499 1,000 
Saimbhai- 3,924 1,528 
pur. 

Hazari- 6,986 2,796 
hagh. 

Ranehi 7.102 2,840 
Palamau 3,916 1,968 
Man- 4,147 ।,660 
bhum. 

Singh- 3,938 !,576 


blum. 


4 5 G 7 & 
1,i74 131,699 2,195 +42 +1,021 
1,367 । 36,359 2,272 —27 -+ 905 
1,151 99,764 1,662 4-433 +511 

950 10,5857 1,693 4-742 + 743 
୨୫୨ ୨୨,766 1,632 £1,୧40 3- 702 
965 90,987 1,516 4 1,227 -‡ 551 
2,980) 95,912 1,599 —- 1,520 -— 1,381 
1,607 48,476 ୫୩8 - 775 -- 799 

223 9,837 ।64 449 --5୨ 
1,560 48,366 ୫0୦୪8 560 -- 754 

220 35,667 594 41,308 4-374 
62! £0,795 1,013 -++2,1754-392 
1,085 65,296 1,u8# 4 1,755 ଓ 
372 33,513 558 ଏ¬-1,5964- 186 
1,010 77,229 1,287 --650 -- 277 

376 33,314 ଓ555 -|- 1,200 -F 179 
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1918 


EDUCATION: 

31.1.1918 1. Teaching of Urdu & Sanskrit. 

Speech on Education Bill. 

Speech on Free and Compulsory 

Primarv Education. 

4.3.1918 4. Number of Hindu Teachers in 
Muhammedan Schools. 


wp 9 


13.3.1918 5. Resolution and Speech on the 
establishment of Engineering School, 
Cuttacl:. 

9.4.1918 6. Budget Speech on Education and 
University. 


28.11.1918 7. Cuttack Engineering School. 
8. Expenditure on Primary and 
Secondary Schools. 
9. Type plans of School buildings. 
10. Placing of M. CE. Schools under the 
Education Pepartnment. 
11. Raising of M. V. Sehools to M. EF. 
standard. 
12. Admission of failed students in 
High Schools. 
SALT: 
31.1.1918 1. Number of prosecutions for Salt 
manufacture. 
13.3.1918 2. Resolution and speech on the Revival 
of Salt Industry in Orissa. 


2.4.1918 3. Budget Speech on Industry, 
Co-operation & Salt. 
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28.11.1918 4. 
REVENUE: 
31. 1.1918 I. 
4. 3.1918 2. 


28.11.1918 3. 
4. 
5. 


Salt Manufacture in the Chilka Lake 


Speech on Tenancy Act. 

Speech on Champaran Agrarian 
Bill. 

Amount of cess assessed. 

Mode of calculating cess on rent. 
Failure of rice crop. 


LOCAL BODIES: 


28.11.1918 1. 


to 


SERVICES: 
4. 3.1918 1. 


Representation of Oriyas in Chakra- 
dharpur Municipality. 


. Appointment of non-official Chair- 


man in District Beards. 
Application of the Government of 
Irnidia Resolution of May, 1918 on 
Loca! Self- Government. 


Selection of Sub-Inspector of Police. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


28.11.1918 hi. 


Speech on Victory in First World 
War. 

Constitution of Orissa as a Sub- 
Province. 

Removal of Jain Images from 

Khandagiri. 

Recognition of Oriva as A court 
language in Singhbhum. 

Influenza Epidemic. 

Number of dispensaries in the. 
province. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BIHAR 
AND ORISSA MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT PATNA ON THURSDAY, 
THE 3ist JANUARY, 1918. 


TEACHING OF URDU AND SANSKRIT AT 
THE CUTTACK TRAINING SCHOOL. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Is it a fact that in the Cuttack Training 
School Urdu is taught as a compulsory subject and 
Sanskrit was formerly a compulsory subject but is now 
made optional ? 


“(b) If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state when these two innovations were introduced 
and to specify the objects of their introduction ? 


‘‘(¢) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the present number of Hindu students and of Muha m- 
medan students in that school 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


‘“(u) The answer is in the affirmative. 
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“(D) Urdu was made a compulsory subject in 
January 1915. The object of the change was to enable 
the trained Hindu teachers to explain difficulties 
clearly to Muhammedan bovs. 


Sanskrit was made an optional subject in 
September, 1916. It was considered that students under 
training were being required {o devote too mich 
attention to general subjects and too littiec to the 
theory and practice of teaching, while it was ‘elt 
that, as a rule, a student could not, within the 
time available in the training school course, learn 
enough Sanskrit to be of ary real use. 


“(c) In December last there were sixty-eight 
Hindus and one Muhammedan on the roll. 


The new first ard third year classes have not 
yet been formed.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das, with the 
permission of the President, asked the following 
Supplemeniary Question : 


“Willi the Government be pleased to state how 
many Hindu teachers trained in the Cultack Trainirig 
School were employed as teachers in Muha mmedan 
raining schools and imnaktabs during the year 
1916-17 ୨” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“An alfempt will be made to answer the 
question ut the next meeting of the Council.” 
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PROSECUTIONS FOR OFFENCES AGAINST 
1HE SALT LAWS IN ORISSA 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Goverment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing or the sea-coast districts ol 
Orissa during 1912-13, 1913-14, 1911-15, 1915-16 and 
1916-17 respectively. 


“(a) the number of cases instituted for offences 
against the sall laws; 

“(b) the number of persons apprehended; 

““(c) the number of persons convicted ; 

‘“‘(d) the amount of fi nes aud forfeitures realized; 
add 

“(2) the amount disbursed to informers and to 
persons who arrested offen-lers 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


“A statement* giving the required informatcon 
is laid 0.1 the table.” 


Appendix T 


C1 
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APPENDIX—T 


Statement showing the number of cases ‘nslituted for 
ofljences aginst the Salt taws Jor the Sea-coass 
districts of Orissa, during five yecrs {rom 


1912-13 to 1916-17. 


Year Num- Number Tota! Total Num- Amount Amount 
ber of of cases nuin no. of ber of of fines disbursed 
cases initi- ber of persons per- and io 

pending tuted cases. appre: sons forlei- informers 
atthe during hended. con- ture rea- and to 
close the year. victed. lised. persons 
of the who 
previous arrested 
year. offendeis. 
1 2 3 5 6 7 [ 
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. op 

1912-13 5 15 5 14 65 80 69 0 0 

{1913-14 16 16 lo l6 43 20 42 2 0 

1914-15 29 29 29 14 ” ପଏ 0 

1915-16 15 126 14 142 118 141 12 0 ol 4 0 

1916-17 22 219 241 243 229 781 6 0 701 ।0 ୦0 


aa —— — — a de ee ms i org ce 0 ie i ee ee oo  — — —— 
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“SPEECH ON PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL” 
The Hounbte Mr. Das: 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“Section 15 of the Bill shows that the Governor 
will not be required to find funds for working out the 
Act. Government aid is sought for introducing into 
the Bill the element of compulsion which requires 
legislative sanction. There was a reference to the 
coercive element in the Bill which was to-day introduced 
in this Council. There are panel laws to punish parents 
who do not provide food for their children. [It is 
reasonable that parents should be expected to feed the 
intellect of their children so that society and the State 
may both have the advantage of a fully-developed man. 
The whole country loudly deimands responsible 
Government and if they rio not find funds for Primary 
Education, which is essential for responsible CGovern- 
ment, we should be exposiiig ourselves tu severe censure. 
Sone speakers have dwelt on sanitation and medical- 
relief and they seem to think that these should have 
priority over primary education. Rut without some 
education it is impossible to make the people understand 
what sanitation 1s ; therefore Primary Education 
should have priority. Everybodys at liberty to educate 
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his children. In the Orissa villages many peopie raise 
funds by subscripticn and engage a tezcher to teach the 
children. They do not require Governnient sanction. 
It is only the coimnpulscry element in the Bill which 
needs Government sanction and ihe motion now is 
for leave to introduce the Bill. The detailed provisions 
of the Bill need not be discussed now.” 


X xX xX 
The Hon’blie Babu Copabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I desire to associate myself with this inmotion. 
Tne necessity and importance of making Primary 
Education free and compulsory cannot be too highly 
emphasized at this time. The principle has not only 
been recognized but worked with success in almost 
all the civilized countries of the world. The Govern- 
ment of India have accepted it in as much as they 
have accorded their sanction to the introduction of the 
Bill not ory in this Council but aiso in some other 
provincial Councils. It has been recognized and 
put into action by some of the advanced native states 
of Indie. The time requires it and the country 
tlemands it. I am sure this Government will not fall 
behind. 1 do not doubt that this Government will 
hesitate in recognizing the principle of compulsion as 
desirable anu necessary for the wider diffusion of 
education among the masses. If the principle is 
recognized, there can be no possible objection to accept- 
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ing the motion. As to the details of the Bill, whether 
it will be workable is a matter to be discussed by the 
Select Committee to be appointed when the present 
motion is carried.” 


AMENDMENT OF BENGAL TENANCY ACT 1885 


The Hon’ble Mr. Das : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“This is a resolution in which the mover has 
introduced several thousand feet of most controversial 
legal questions hetween what he calls the Lord 
Chancellot’s feet and the Settlement Oificer’s feet. 
This is practically a Bill to amend the Tenancy Act. 
In my experience I never came across a resolution 
which amounted to a Bill as this one does to introduce 
amendments to an existing Act. In his speech the 
mover has referred to many points of law which one 
could not folfow without a copy of his speech. I 
tirerefore think that the discussion of this resolution 


should he postponed to a {uture sitting of the Council.” 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE COUNCiL OF BIHAR AND ORISSA 
WHICH MET IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
AT PATNA ON MONDAY , THE 4th MARCH, 1918. 
ଏ ଏ Xx 
NUMBER OF HINDU TEACHERS TRAINED IN 
THE CUTTACK TRAINING SCHOOL WHO ARE 
EMPLOYED AS TEACHERS IN MUHAMMEDAN 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS OR MAK TABS 


The Hon bite Babu Gopabhandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government he pleased to state how 
many Hindu teachers trained in the Cuttack Training 
School are employed as teachers in Muhammedan 
Primary Schools and Maktabs during the year 1917 
and 1918.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“It is improbable that anv Hindu teacher trained 
inthe Cuttack Training School should now be teaching 
in a Muhammedan Primary School or Maktab, since 
the school trains teachers for work in Secondary schools. 
The object of the Urdu teaching is to enable all trained 
teachers to explain clearly to Muhammedan boys in 
their classes, such difficulties as may from time to time 
arise. Urdu teaching was introduced in the first 
grade training schools of Orissa and Chota Nagpur 
in 1914 with this object as a result of the recommenda- 
tion of the Muhammedan Education Committee 
contained in Paragraph 16 of their report, and after 
consultation with local officers and non-official gentle- 
men. The subject is dealt with in Paragraph (10) 
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of the Resolution No. 282-E, «lated the 13th February, 
1915, on the Report of the Muhammedan Education 
Committee. 


SELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
POLICE SUB-INSPECTORSHIPS 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked 

‘“(a) Has the attention of the Government 
bcen drawn to the English paragraph in the UTKAL 
DIPIKA of November 24th, 1917, regarding the 
Selection for Police Sub-inspectorships of some 
candidates not domiciled in the districts from which 
thev were selected 2? 

‘“(b) Are the Government aware of the practice 
recently introduced in the Madras Presidency of con- 
sulting one or {wo non-official gentlemen at the time 
of selection by the District Officer of candidates for 
Police Sub-inspectorskhips +7 

“(c) Will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of introducing this Madras 
practice in this province as a safeguard against re- 
currence of sitch cases as are complained of hy the 
DIPIKA °?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 
“(u) and (b). Yes. 


“(c) The allegations made in the UTKAL 
DIPIKA have been examined and it has heen found 
that'no cases occurred affording ground for complaint. 
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“Three vacancies were alloited to the Cuttack 
district, once of which was reserved ior the Insp ctor 
General's special lict. 111 these vacancies two Hindu 
Orivas and 9n2 Muhamimedan Oriya were appointed. 
The candidate from Manbhum was appointed tc the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway district in 2 vacarcy which 
is not reserved for Oriyas, but for which domiciled 
Bengalis are equally eligible. On enquiry the 
cardidate was found actually to be domiciled in 
Manbhum. In the circumstanves no case appears 
to have arisen for any change in the existing systein.” 


xX xX X 


CHAMPARAN AGRARIAN BILL. MCVED 
BY GOVERNMENT 


The Hon'ble Rabu Gopabandhu Das : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“The object of legis!ation should he to leave no 
recom for conterniion cs to the meaning of any part’- 
cular word. The Hou’ hle mover himself has not been 
able {io give an instance in which {he word ‘advantage’ 
he likes to relain would be of more use. 1 would tel) 
the planters :-— ‘you have enjoyed advantage for 
{hree score vears on account of the backwardness and 
ignorance of the {enants. Now thz tenants want 
advance. We are to decide what to accept. The 
tenant must advance. You carinot take z(dvantage for 
a moment more.’ I would submit that the time has 
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come when no more advantage should be given to the 
planters. Now is the moment ror an advance on the 
part of the tenants.’ 


X xX X 


PROVISION FOR THE PROPOSED SCHOOL 
OF ENGINEERING AT CUTTACK 
13TH MARCH 1918 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved the 
following resolution : 


“That this Cour cil recomn:ends to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council that Rs. 26,000 be allotted in (he 
budget for thc proposed Engineering School at 
Cuttack (of which the necessary preliminaries may 
be undertaken without further delay in anticipaiion 
of the sanction ol the Government of India) and that 
to make ur this amount Rs. 14,000 be taken froin the 
non-recurring grant oi Rs. 84,000/- fer the High School 
‘at Patna and Rs. 12,000 Irom the grant of Rs. 32,090 
for the hoarding house in the Protestant Europea 
Schoo: at Cuttack.” 


He said 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“The question of an Engineering School tor 
Orissa has long been under ihe consideration of 
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Government. It was first mooted some twelve years 
Siepsiouparade 220 when Orissa was with Bengal. The 


the Cuttack students who passed the two years’ course 
Survey School. Pp pF 
of the Cuttack Survey School having 


not proved competent as Suh-overseers, the necessity of 
raising the school to the standard of the Bihar 
Schoo! of Engineering was clearly recognised. 
Even in 1996 a site was selected for the proposed 
Engineering School at Cuttack, but the matter did 
not proceed further until 1913 when the Survey 
school was reduced to'an Amin class. What a 
sad disappointment this was to the people of Orissa 
who expected that under the new administration which 
promised them greater care and attentiori, the establish- 
ment of 2n Engineering School for which the Chief 
of Athagarh had already contributed Rs. 20,000, would 
not he further delayed 2? This sum has been in 
deposit with Government for the last five years. 


“Upon the reduction of the Survey school to an 
Amin class the Government directed that the 


Its down grading Concession previously granted to the 


to an Amin passed students of the school quali- 


class. . 
fyine then. for appointment eas third 


grade Sub-oversecers should be withdrawn. The 
effect of this was that tne number of students 
{fell considerably, the figure tor March 1917 heing 
13 against &4 in 1912. In fact the Amin 
class has been not only unpopular in the extreme 
but also absolutely useless, yet it is maintained 
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at a heavy cost. The mionthly cost for the 
education of each student was Rs. 43-8-0 (Rs.43.50p) 
during the year 1915-16, though a passed student 
of the school can hardly expect {2 get an appointment 
worth Rs. 10 or Rs. 1? a month. The Commissioner 
of the Division who visited the School in April 
last, was of opinion that the school served no purpose 
and that it was desirable to introduce at any rate the 
first year of the Sub-overseer course, pending the 
sanction of the Government of India to the scheme 
for an Orissa Schoo! of Engineering. 

“The delay in the establishment of the Engineering 
School has caused much dlissatisfaction and un- 
easiness in the minds cof the public in Orissa. 
Orissa members have touched oi the subject in their 
hudget speeches in this Council successively for the 
ast two years and im their internpellations in the 
Council and interviews with authorities have suffi- 
ciently indicated the public impatience and anxiety 
over the matter. But we are always told that propo- 
sals have bcen submitted to the Government of India 
for a complete reconstitution on the lines of the 
Bihar Schoo! of Engineering. 


“The need for an Engineering School in Orissa 

is obvious and cannot be too strongly emphasized. 
Oriyas are very poorly or rather 

Need for an practically rot at all, represented in the 
Enginecring Public Works Departnent of their 
School, own Division. There is cnly one 
Oriya Sub-overseer on a grade above 
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Rs. 50/- in the executive staif of the department. 
Under local bodies and in the Feudatory States 
tre number of Oriya Overseers and Sub-over- 
seers is extremely insignificant. The educated com mu- 
nity in Orissa cannot but look upon this state of help- 
Jessness with a sense of grief and pain. Proposals 
have nc doubt been submitted to the Government of 
India hut the delay has been unusually long and into- 
lerabhly trying. TI earnestly hope that this Government 
will move the Government of India to expedite matters. 
And in anticipation of sanction from that Government 
sleps should be taken to prepare the necessary preli- 
ininaries anid open the first year of the sub-overseer 
course as was suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Le. Mesu- 
rier in April last. This will inspire hope and faith in 
the minds of the educated community and witl hasten 
the execution of the scheme in all completeness iin me- 
diately after the sanction is obtained. 


“Such provision in anticipation of sanction has 
often heen made in tne budget and my proposal 
introduces no new principle. I propose 

Proposal for only a very modest sum to be provided 
funds. in the budget for the preliminary works 
of the proposed Engineering School. 


J do not suggest curtailment trom a different 
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head in the budget. There should be no objection 
to the transfer of a certain sum of money 
from one educational item to another. The whole 
sum of Rs. 84,000/- allotted for the High School in 
Patna cannot be spent in one year. If it he 
reduced by only Rs. 14,000/- it will not in anyway 
affect the work. 


“A boarding-house for the Cuttack Protestant 
European School mav be a necessity but an Engineering 
Schooi is a greater necessity of the same locality so 
tlere ought to be a settlement helween the two. I 
am afraid most of the boarding-houses of our public 
schools are often made more costly than is 


necessary. Considering the number of student of the 
Cuttack European School for whom a hostel may 
urgently be needed, TI think Rs. 20,000/- will he suffi- 
cient for the purpose. If necessary the husiel may he 
extended afterwards. So Rs. 12,000/- max be taken 
from ‘hat head. 


“Sir, hope 1 am making no unreasonable 
request and | trust Your Honour’s Government will 
give the subject the svimnpathetic consideration that 
it leserves. With these few words I heg to move the 
resolution which stands against mv name.” 


* Xx x 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das said : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“It is very painful to live always in hope. How- 
ever, with the assurance that every endeavour will be 
made hy this Government to carry out the proposal 
of an Engineering School as 3o0on as the sanction of the 
Government of India is received, I think 1 should 
withdraw my resolution ; but before I resume my 
seat | again urge most respectfully that all possible 
preliminary steus should be taken so that no further 
delay mav be cased when sanction is received ”’ 


LEAVE WAS GRANTED AND THE RESOLU- 
TION WITHDRAWN 


ଏ Xx xX 


REVIVAL OF THE SALT INDUSTRY IN ORISSA 
RESOLUTION 


{5. The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved 
the followine resolution : 


“That this Council recommends to the Lieutenait 
Governor in Council that the Government to iake neces- 
sary steps to revive the salt industry in Orissa.” 


He said 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“It is not, Sir, in a spirit of opportunism that I 
wish to approach the Guvernment in this matter. 
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Before the problem oi salt pressed itself upon the 
attention of Government and of the people, and long 
before the present rise in price affected the poorer sec- 
tions of the community, the question was being agitated 
in Orissa, both in the press and on the platform. The 
Utkal Union Conference adopted resolutions on the 
subject in its annual sittings ; local papers have repea- 
tedly discussed the question in their columns ; and if 
my information he correct, people of the localities 
directly affected by the closure of the industry, have 
often approached the authorities in the matter. In 
my budget speech last year 1 touched on the point 
in the hope that it would receive the attention of 
Government. Coming as I do from a part of the 
province where the great body of the people has to 
struggle in extreme poverty and where floods and 
droughts add to their miseries by causing ‘frequent 
failure of crops, I look upon the establishnient of an 
industry in Orissa as an economic necessity. The 
resolution, Sir, does not propose to introduce 2 new 
industry. It does not ask to encourage an old industry 
which is still liviig It reco nimenuds to the Govern meat 
to take steps for the revival of an industry which once 
flourished but is now no more. The people co still 
cherish its memory ; the fields of its operation are 
still there : men who worked at it are still living, and 
in their perpetual poverty and misery draw a heavy 
sigh over the scenes, talking of the busy time they spent 
there in their youth, looking at the great blue that once 
supplied them with inaterials to work upon, and siill 
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presents an inexhaustible store for their labour and 
employment. 


“Now, Sir, the question would he, if the salt 
industry did once { lourish on the Orissa coast, 
how did it disappear 2? An examination of the 
causes and circumstances that led to its stoppage is 
necessary before any step is taken for its revival. For 
it is to he ascertained that, if revived, the industry has 
a chance to stand. 


“The salt industry in Orissa has a long history of 
a sad and chequered career. Salt was manufactured 
Histoy of Salt irom times immemorial along the 
Industry in extensive sea-board of Orissa. When 
Orissa. the British Government took possession 
of the province in 1803, the irannufacture was in 
the hands of the Rajas and Zamindars who hud coast 
areas included in their estates. The Governinent 
introduced the monopoly systein throughout the Orissa 
coast in 1804. The systcein was thoroughly organized 
in 1881 and continued till 1883, when it was abandoned 
in favour of the excise system. The excise System 
afforded scope for smuggling and the monopoly system 
was again resorted to by the Madras Salt 
Depart ment to which the industry in Orissa was 
transferred from Bengal in 1888-89, Iti was not long 
under Madras ; sometime after its transfer there 
was a long correspondence for its retrauster to Bengal, 
which was eifected in 1898, the year in which salt was 
last inanufactured in Orissa. . 
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“Transfer, re-transfer, uncongenial and un- 
wiliing combination has always been the fate of Crissa, 
with absolutely no regard for its needs and local 
conditions. Orissa salt was placed under the Bengal 
Salt Department from the beginning. Tne duty 
on Orissa manuracture was at the Bengal rate. 
It was 8sh.8d. per cwt.—-- much higher than the 
Madras rate which was 4sh.l0d. ior an equal 
quantity. Sir William Hunter observes, ‘Now there 
can be nc doubt that the Benga! rate presses 
more heavily upon the backward and comparatively 
poor districts of the Orissa delta than anywhere 
in Bengal itseli. If there is any Single spot in 
India in which the maximum duty Sears tou kheaviiy 


on the people, it is Orissa.’ 


‘The method of production in Madras was 
karkatch, that is by solar evaporation. In Bengal 
and in the adjoining tracts of Orissa, 

the method was panga, that is, by boil- 

Aethods of ing except in the Chilka areas where 
production it was karkatch. Unfortunately Bengal 
of Se officers tried the panga system for soine- 
time in the Chilka areas. The parva 

system is undoubtedly more costly. Thus the Madras 
salt had a double advantage over the Orissa salt-lighter 
duiy and cheaper production. In the circumstances, 
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Sir, not only smuggling and importation from Madras 
into Orissa became inevitable, but the exportation 
of Orissa salt was arrested. ‘“‘Every year”, says Sir 
William Hunter, ‘the Tributary States and Central 
provinces export large quantities of rice, grain, oil- 
seeds, cutton and other rural commerce to the coast 
in exchange for salt. But the salt duty of Bengal 
and Orissa so greatly exceeds the rates in Madras that 
tne peasantry of inner India find it cheaper to send 
their gouds by a log costly land route to the Madras 
district of Ganjam on the south of Chilka than to float 


them down the Mahanadi to Cuttack on the Orissa side 
of the customs line.’ 


‘“‘As late as 1884 there was a rule in Orissa 

requiring the manufacturers to pay for the preventive 

establishment. Mr. H. WwW. Bliss, 

Comn:missioner of Salt Revenue, Madras 

mr Presidency in his special report on 
in Orissa and 

AMadras com. Orissa salt in 1884 speaks of this rule 

pared. as very severe. He says : ‘It may 

safely be said therefore that the whole 

of the salt sold in Orissa during the time 

this rule and its even more severe 

predecessors have heen in force has cost the consumer 

at least two annas eight pies to three annas per maund 

more than it would otherwise have done. In other 

words, the people of Orissa have not only paid to 
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Government the duty on the salt which they consiimed 
but have paid an additional tax amounting on the whole 
to the full cost o1 collecting that dutv, from which 
the people ot the rest of India have been exempt.’ 
“This differential treatment of the iiidustry in 
Orissa and in its immediate neighbourhood in Madras 
greatly handicapped and cdiiscotiraged the Orissa 
manufacture and caused it gradually to cecline. 
Meanwhile, another force came into operation. 
Liverpool salt which came out at very low rates, ‘often 
indeed as ballast’ ousted * the indigenous manufac- 
tured salt froni Bengal markets’. By 1880 the industry 
became extinct in Benga! and lingered uncared {for 
only on the distant Orissa coast. it is not imprebahle 
that the Bengal Officers did not like the continuance 
of the industry inan extreme and by no means attractive 
corner uf the prevince, and for want of strict super- 
vision the excise system which was then working did 
not prove a Success. The salt administration in Orissa 
was consequently tagged on to the Salt Department 
of Madras. Madras Officers familiar with the Karkatch 
system in their presidency tried it in Balasore wliere 
for centuries past panga was in operatiou. Thus 
Benga! Officers tried in their day their familiar method 
in Chilka where it was not suited and Madras Officers 
in their turn experimented with their favourite 
process at a place where it would never work. This 
is but another instance of how the Orissa shore 
has often been used as a ground for administrative 
experiments. 
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“It could hardly he expected that the industry 
would prosper under Matdras. The Orissa factories 
lying as they did at the tail end of the jurisdiction of 
the Madras Salt Department and outside the presi- 
dency, clid not receive proper supervision and care 
from the Madras Officers who naturally attended more 
to iactories situated in the presidency under their 
immediate supervision. In niany matters they had 
to wait for the sanction of the Bengal Government, 
and occasionally differences arose as it is inevitable 
in all dual forms of administration. In June 1897, 
Mr. J. W. Simpson, acting as Comumissioner of Salt 
in the Chhatraour Division, wrote to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Salt, Madras : 


“The Malangiles have applied to ihe Beugal 
Government aid are threatening a strike. It was 
really a difficult task for the Madras Oificers to 
work the factories in Orissa on the umonopoly 
system, not ouly owing to the distance which inust have 
caused a good deal of inconvenience in those days re- 
ndering elfective supervision alinost impossible, 
but also owing to their ignorance of the Oriya language 
and the difficulties arising out of double adiministra- 
tion. In their Resolution No. 131 of the 25th 
March, i891, the Madras Board of Revenue stated — 
‘The Deputy Commissioner regrets to observe thal 
ignorance of Oriya on the part of the departmental 
officers is one of the practical difficulties in the way 
nf the successful working of the system of riirect 
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manutacture in Tua’ (in Chilka). And the resolution 
fiuirther nirged the necessity of the knowledge of the 
Oriya language for the under-officers. In these cir- 
cuinstances, Sir, Madras Officers would be only too 
glad {lo get rid of this troublesome experience from 
their jurisdiction. Thus the poor Orissa factories 
were agai thrown hack upon Bengal at last. Like 
an unfortuiate adopted child, it could find 10 shelter 
and sympathy anywhere, either in the north or 
in the south. Madras would not like it, because 
it already had too many children of its won ; Bengal 
would not keep it, because it had Jost all it had. 
Ultimately the child was left to die in an out of the 
way corner of the province in the recesses of the Chilka 
lake. After this, need it be said that the salt industry 
in Orissa did not die a natural death 2? 


“I may now, Sir, he permitted to examine the 
grouids advanced by the local officers for the final 
closure of this industry. In 1901 
there was an enauiry as to whether 
the nianufacture could be revived. The result of 
the enquiry could very well be anticipated from the 
facts and circumstances | have alreacy stated. It 
is an open secret that when the local officers cof a 
department decide upon a cnurse for some reason or 
other, grounds are never wanting to justify their 
position and support their views. It is this attitude 
of inind which often deleats the best intentions of 
Government. Mr. (now Sir) K. G. Gupta was 
Commissioner of Salt and Excise in 1901. He bases 


Plea for revivat, 
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his report mainly on the opinion of Mr. Platts, then 
Assistant Cemumissioner of Salt Revenne, 24-Par- 
ganas and Midnapore. Mr. Platts gives 
different reasons for the failure of panga in Balasore 
and karkatch in Chilka. With regard io panga he 
states— ‘For alimentary purposes the Panga system 
as followed in Orissa failed to produce good salt, 
because there was no way by which to eliminate 
the calcium and magnesium salts particularly 
magnesi'm sulphate.” It should, however, be 
remembered that this panga salt used to he manu- 
tactured along the entire sea-board of Orissa except 
the Chilka areas and it is with regard to this kind 
of salt that Mr. Sterling, the Commissioner of Orissa, 
observed in 1822— ‘{n this wild inhospitable tract. 


however, the finest salt of ali India is manufactured, 
which under the monopoly Systein annually yields 
to the Government a net revenue of a little short of 
eighteen lakhs of rnpees. This finest salt of all 
India was largely consumed net only in Orissa 
itself hut also in Bengal and Chota Nagpur. It served 
the alimentary purposes for generations. Even 
admitting Sir, that there were these unwholesome ‘ngre- 
dients in the salt, could they not have 2een eliminated 
by improved methods of mnianufacture if the situation 
were viewed in a spirit oi sympathy and patronage for 
its betterment > I do not, however, wish to examine 
Mr. Platts’ other grounds with regard to pange , for 
1 propose now to confine i1r:yself to the Chilka areas 
where the n.anufacture may at once be advantageously 
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started with the cheap karkatch, and on the establish- 
‘ment of the industry there it will, I am sure, be 
extended to other salt-producing areas along the 
coast. 


“About Chilka Mr. Platts states — ‘Chilka 
factories will never be a success lor they cannot com- 
pete against Madras salt.’ Mr. Platts is indeed very 
flat but I hope t», be able to show that Chilka factories 
if:properly managed and carefully supervised, will 
be a success, and can compete with Madrass salt 
and that again successfully. I myself recently visited 
iwo Madras factories in the district of Ganjam— 
one at Humna and the other at Surla. 
Humma, popularly known as Garjam, is only at 2 
distance of six miles irom Chilka and Suirla is about 
39 miles south from Humma. Mr. Platts says— 
‘Owing to the large influx of fresh water during 
the monsoon floods the brine of the lake is of less 
density than the brine of the sea, which supplies the 
Madras factories ; so that whereas in Madras manu- 
facture 1s started in January, in the Chilka lake the 
brine is useless till the end of March or lhe beginning 
of April.’ This is truely very plausible but it is not 
warranted by the facts on record. The intensitv of the 
Chilka brine is 3° and in some channels it rises to 4, 
as was ineasured by Mr. C. W. D. Hay, another Assisti- 
ant Commissioner of Salt, like Mr. Flatts at 
his inspection of the Chilka factories on the 94ih 
April, 1868. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


122 


“The intensity of the brine at Humma is 3° and 
thal at Surls 275 or nearly 3 . There is practically 
no dlifference between Chilka and lhe two Ganjam 
{factories in the duration of the manufacturing operation. 
1 select the two year 1895 and 1896 for the purpose of 
comparison between the Chitika factory and the 
nearest factory at Humma in Madras. 


Commence- Commence- 
ment of ment of Closing 
operation Scraping 


1 2 3 4 
1895 
Humma January February 25 June 1# 
Gurubai (Chilka) January 3 March 4 ‘June 22 
1896 
Hum ma January February!l5 lune 17 
Gurubai (Chilka) January 7 March 5 June 1 


“It is to be noted that the table rejates to a time 
immediate!y preceding the closure of the industry in 
Chilka, when it was seriously neglected and ‘was 
aimos{ on the point of being abandoned tor good. 
With better care 211d supervision the period would iio 
doubt ave been extenced both ways. In 1917, the 
last working season al Humma, scraping and closing 
took place on March 13th and June 17th respectively. 
The above table tahen frcm authentic records of the 
department totally disproves Mr. Platts’ eniphatic 
assertion that ‘in the Chilka lake the brine is useless 
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tli the end of March or the beginning of April.’ An ana- 

lysis of the composition of the salt of the Chilka factories 

and of the two neighboring factories in 

Composition of Ganjam nay be here instructive. The 

Orissa sali. following tableis taken fromthe reports 

of thc Madras Salt Departmen? of 189G-97 

and may be advantageously compared wilh Mr. Ratton’s 

analysis of sea salt averaged hy nine specimens in his 
book ‘Common Salt.’ 


es i io ee i mi re i ce ee oe ee eg ee eee fe ret — Gi IN ci A pre 


Insoluble 
maiter 
Sources ri 
of supply 
Iror- Or- Sodium Mag- Cai- Mag- Cal- 1Uin- 
ganic ganic chlo- nesi‘in cium nesium cium acc 
ride chlo- chlo- sul- sul- 2un- 
ride ride phate phate ted for 
l 2 3 4 A 6 7 8 9 
MADRAS 
Humma 0.740 0.11035.511 6.922 0.940 ।.୦93 0.684 
(Grjam). 
Surla 2.670 0.06094.127 1.449 0.711 0.9720.014 
CHILKA 
Gurubai 0.954 0.074 92.985 2.970 ... 0.625 1.944 9.455 
Gurubai 1.410 9.110 94.936 0.598 0.574 1.504 0.468 
Tua 2.590 N.140 94.980 0.342 0.485 . 1.225 0.238 
Tua 1.690 0.i1093.678 1.813 0.033 1.944 0.73% 
Ratton‘s 
analysis of 
sea sait ave- 
raged hy 
nine sp2ci- 
mens. 1.364 0.122 86.137 2.005 0.458 0.416 1.610 


ec eer lr a mm il ln ie im le ie mm wl ee cn mo oe eee ee — — 
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“Mr. Platts further states — ‘Whereas in 
Madras tte sky is clear and cloudless from 
January to the end of June favouring manufacture, 
in the Chilka the thunderstorms of April and May 
repeatedly retard and destroy manufacture’. 1 
submit, Sir, this statement is extremely vague and 
carmot stand a moment’s scrutiny. The Madras 
presidency exteids in north not only to the brink, of 
the Chilka but includes a portion of the lake within 
its boundarv. There will be no thunderstorm at Humma 
because it is in Madras but it will destroy manuiacture 
in Chilka six miles distant. No nieterologist can give 
any satisfactory reason for this differeiice, if it 
be not this that the clements and nature’s forces iook 
upon the rule of a Governor with greater consideration 
and awe than the administration of a Lieutenant 
Governor. 

“The distance of the Chilka factory irom the 
railway station is made anvther reason. Of course 
some of the Madras factories may have an advantage 
over Chilka in this matter, but the advantage is not su 

real, as will beseen later on. Mr. Ratton 

Problem oF in his book ‘Common Salt’ speaks of the 
Transporl. Madras follows: as factories ‘‘The manu- 
facturing season is supposed to last five 

months but many of the works are situated so far out 
of the stream of life and comuinerce as to be limited 
by what is called a dittum, /.e. a small order fur salt, 
culculated on the average sales of previous vears, beyund 
Which limit they may not manufacture. At niany 
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stations the limit is small, the salt-raiyats assemble for 
a couple of months in the khotiest season, turn out the 
required quantity of salt and go hack to their homes.” 
If factories were started on this line not only in the 
Chilka but throughout the Orissa coast, Madras salt 
could never make its way into the province. All 
that is wanted is steady consistent policy to be pursued 
in the belief that the industry which once proved 
successful may again be worked with advantage both 
for the people and the State. 


“I am afraid, Sir, I have taxed the patience of 
this Council too much with details, but | hope Hon’ble 
Meinbers wil! bear with me, if it be remembered that 
I am pleading the cause of a sectivun of the community 
whose patience al! along has kept them up through 
their constant misery and sufferings. Sir, when 1 
look upon the extensive Orissa shore and think of the 
large quantity of salt of over 20 lakhs of maunds that 
it corld annually produce and the vide market that the 
industry commanded in Bengal and the Central 
proviuce, far beyond the Feudatory States, and when 
I see the great body of labourers sutfering year after 
year for want of employment and kelplessly tleaviiig 
their wives and children, going out to Rurma and 
Assam in quest of wages, I cannot but bewail the 
loss Orissa had sustained at the liands of officers who 
should have looked at the situation with sympathy, 
a liberal spirit and in a states manlike wav. 
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‘Men are we and must grieve when even the shacle 
Of that which ounce was great, is passed away.’ 


“Last vear 1 visited the Chilka areas when the 
peuple there were in distress owing to a total failure 
of crups. Such unfortunate occurrences ate not very 
infrequent in these parts. On the coast areas of 
Balasore and Puri the mass of the people always live 
on the verge of starvation. Since the stoppage of the 
industry, during the last 20) vears there have been 
three famunies each at the interval of 10 years around 
Chilka. We may call them famines, scarcity, dis- 
tress, or pinch as we please, but that does not minimize 
the acuteness of feeling of the suffering and the 
distressed. Allow me, Sir, to take this opportunity 
specially to thank the Hon'ble Mr. I emesurier, then 
Commissioner of the Division, who personally visited 
the spot last year and saved {the situation by adopting 
speed measures for the relief of the people. The 
Chilka areas are a problem to local officers. Sir 
K. G. Gupta recognised this in his report of. 1901 
when he said ‘The revival of manufacture is not 
of pressing concern anywhere in Orissa except on 
the Chilka where its stoppage has caused considerable 
distress to the people.’ Mr. Garrett, then Collector 
of Puri District, supports the propos! of revival. 
He says-- ‘The revival of salt manufacture, if it could 
be brought apout, would be uf advantage to the people 
of this district, and 1 am in favour of it. It would 
be of special benefit to the inhabitants of the Chilka 
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tracts where tlie crops are frequently lianle to failure. 
Salt manufacture would also be a source of employment 
tor the people during the hot weather months when 
work of any kind is very difficult to procure.’ Various 
proposals have from tine to time been made and dis- 
cussed for the amelioration of the condition of the 
peopie. But anybody who has thoroughly studied 
the condition of the locality will be convinced that the 
only wav for improveinent in these iracts is the revival 
of the manufacture nf salt and the establishment of the 
fishing industry for which the place seems to have heen 
originally populated. 


“Sir, I have shown that the grounds for 
the stoppage of the manufacture were not 
Coast of real and sufficient. { have shown 


Production that the people are in sore need 


of it. I have shown that under equally favourable 
conditions Orissa salt, specially that of Chilka, would 
have kept back the importation of the Madras salt into 
the province. Now I shali try to show what chance 
of success the industry has, if started in the Chilka 
areas. The salt-producing capacity of the lake is a 
historic fact. Mr. Platts biinself admits ‘thal ‘large 
quantities of salt used to he manufactured along the 
Orissa coast, the out-turn of the Chilka lake alone 
amounting at onetime over six lakhs of maunis.’ And 


it is on re cord that the annual vyi:eld of the lake in some 
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vears rose to nearly 10 lakhs of maunds. The potent- 
ialily is still there, and ?f utilised to the fullesi extent 
it would make Orissa self-helping and self-contained 
in the matter of ils demand for salt. Even in the 
enquiry of 1901 the chance of Chilka was not (declared 
utieriy hopeless and Sir K. G. Gupta notes—. ‘The 
revival of manufacture is thus feasible only in the 
small area comprised in the Chilka where the condi- 
lions, though nol very favourable, are not altogether 
inimical to karkatch manufacture. ‘The initial cost 
for opening the manutacture will not be much, ior 
the salt pans and bers lie there too well marked 
and may he made ready for work with 2 compa- 
ratively smal! outlay. Labourers will not be wanting 
and may be had on cheaper wages. Men of {he 
Crilka tract are now working in the neighbouring 
factory at Humma. They will gladiy con:e back to 
field close to their homes for less wages. And ihere 
are many without employment who know the process 
of manufacture. 

“With these advantages on its side, the Chilka 
manufacture, if carelully conducted by improved 
methods, may be expected to be a Success—-at any rate, 
it will not compare unfavourably with the manufacture 


of the neighbouring factories in Garnjam. At Humma 
the area under operation is 900 acres, and at Surla 
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nearly 450. The annual yield per acre at Humma is 


about 800 maunds aiid that at Surla nearly 709. 
There is no reason why the Chilka {factories if properly 
n:'anaged will not produce almost the sane amount. 
To be on the safe side, the aiinual yield in an experi- 
mental factory at Chillka may be estimated at 400 
mauncds per acre. An experimental factory may be 
started over an area of 300 acres. It should be worked 
on the Government monopoly system, which when 
found successful may be followed by other people to 
whom it may appeal as u private enterprise to work 
on the excise system. Private capitalists should 
however he encouraged from the beginning to under- 
take the work side by side with the Government factory, 
which may afterwards be leased out to private persoiis 
on such terms as may be then considered [air and neces- 
sary. 1 may be permitted to give here an estimate of 
expenditure and income of the experimental factory 
of 300 acres. 


“Establishment :— 


1 Inspector ହା Rs. 300/- 
3 Sub-Inspectors Rs. 150/- 
2 Clerks Rs. 50/- 
1 Shroff Rs. 15/- 
6 Petty Officers Rs. 60/- 
20 Peons Rs. 140/- 
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“Thus the annnal expenditure on this head will 
be Rs. 8,580 (This is a liberal estimate prepared in 
consultation with responsible officers at Ganjam 
factories). 

“Cost of Manufacture :—- 


“In Madras factories licencees under CGovern- 
ment are paid Rs. 15/- as kudiverum (their contracted 
wages), for eacli garce (120 mds.) of salt manufactured. 
These terms will be quite acceptable at Chilka. 


‘‘Storage :--- 


‘The salt manufactured should be stacked for the 
convenience of merchants at a warehouse close 
to the nearest station of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway which runs along the coast of the lake. 
Conveyance charges from the place of manufacture 
to the nearest station would he at most 6 pies per maund 
by boat. This is much less than what the merchants 
have to pav as cartage and railway freight for the articles 
of the Ganjam factories to be brought to the station 
where our salt would be stored. It may be noted 
here that one of the Ganjain factories is 9 miles distant 
from {he nearest railwav station and the other is nearly 
two miles. Cartage alone from Humma to the Hu mma 
railway station is 6 pies per maund and that from 
Surla to the Ichapur railway station is 1 anna per 
maund. Tn this has to be added the railway freight 
from these two Ganjam stations to our station on the 
Chilka. Admittedly conveyance by boat is cheaper. 
This refutes Mr. Platts’ objection on the score of distance. 
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“Out-turn :— 


“The experimental factory would yield on the 
modest computation of 400 imaunds per acre (400 × 300) 
= 120,000Maunds. 


Total Charges Rs. 
Kudiverum for 120,000 mds. ... 15,000 
Convevance -do- Ro 3,750 
Loading, Unloading and other 
miscellaneous 2,000 


Establishment (Pev of the staff) 8,580 


Toial $ 29,330 
or in round figures ର 30,000 


that is 4 annas per maund, ex-duty, the price ex-duty 
at which Chilka salt was issued from the factory in 
1896-97 {he vear preceding its stoppage and in this 
year the percentage of charges to receipis in Orissa was 
§.00. The above estimate excludes of course initial 
expenditure to be incurred for preparing pans and 
crystallizing beds and digging outchannels, building 
quarters and other such necessary preliminaries which 
for reasons already stated will not be very high.” 


His Honour the President : 


“I must remind the Hon’ ble Member that he has 
only three minutes left in which to complete the 


delivery of his speech.” 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I hope, in view of the importance of the subject 
and its technical value, 1 may be allowed a few minutes 
more.” 


His Honour the President : 


“I regret, that cannot be allowed, as to inake an 
exception in one case would make it necessary to allow 
it in every case in which it is asked for.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : Continuing 
said : 

“On the above calculation one maund may be 
sold at Rs. 1.8.0 (Rs. 1.50) at the railway station near 
Chilka. This gives a wholesale price of over 2G seers 
per rupee whereas in July 1914 just before the war 
the average per rupee in this Province was a little over 
17 seers and that at the end of August last, was 10 
seers and 14 chattaks or very nearly 11 seers. The 
upset price of Ganjam salt per maund ex-duty is 
3 annas, and it is under contemplation to raise it to 
4 annas. But there the price always rises at auctions 
and sometimes comes up to Re. 1. This is at the 
factory and not at the railway station. Thus the 
business at Chillkka may challenge competition with 
Madras factories and besides being self-supporting, 
it will bring in an annual revenue of Rs. 1,50,000/- 
and also minimize the experiditure which has from time 
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to time to be incurred on relief works during periods of 
distress. 


‘‘It may be said that reveriue is no consideration 
in a matter like this, for salt is an imperial concern and 
salt duty is something like a capitation 
Sait Industry tax which must come to the State, 
in Orissa will : 
be profitable NO matter from what provirice or 
source. But a prime necessity like 
salt ought to be supplied to the people as abundantly 
as possible, and experience has proved that abundance 
of supply and a reduction of price have always been 
followed by greater consumption and consequently 
by iarger revenue. It has to be frankly admitted, 
Sir, and I believe the Hun’ble Members of this Council 
will agree with nie, that the salt head in our Provincial 
Administration Report is sad and uninteresting reading. 
It is only a spending department in ikis province, which 
has to maintain a preventive staff at the cost of nearly 
seventy thouszn3 rupees a vear, whereas ou the ino me 
side a mean figure of two or three hundred rupees 
is seen noted as sate-proceeds of old stores and 
materials—-sad irony of iate indeed for a province with 
an extensive sea-hoard which in the early days of 
British rule brought in an anual revenue of nearly 20 
lakhs of rupees. Need I remind this Council, Sir, 
that Orissa was joined, as was stated in the Govern- 
ment despatch, to Bihar only to nresent a sea-board 
to the province ¥ If the statement in the despatch 
was seriously made antl ii the people were to believe 
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that that was really meant whick was said, is it not 
desirable, is it not expedient, that this extensive sea- 
hoard shoeld he utilised to the best advantage of the 
Government and of the peonle 2? 


“When the sandy areas of the Puri shore now 
under Government Khasmaha! were cold by auction 
for arrears of revenuc, no hidder came forward, as that 
wae considered a useless estate. The then Collector 
Mr. Armstrong who is still remembered in the district 
ns a strong anid popular administrator, said on that 
occasion that the sands were not worthless but were 
sands of gold. How this prophetic observation has 
come to be {rtte, any one who runs orn the Puri shore 
may see. What Mr. Armstrong said of the Puri 
shore may very well apply to the whole of the Crissa 
coust. It 1s one uniform field of gold and needs only 
the hand of [aith and enterprise ter bring out ihe treasure 
hidden underneath. 


“As originally framed, my resolution had another 
part which propcsed thai until the manufacture was 
sta: ted the people living on the cogst should be allowed 
to make salt free of duty for their doinestic consiinption, 
But this part of the resolution had to be «iropped 
advisedly as il would concern a2 financial arrangement 
of the Government of India. Ii was not my intention 
that the coast people would be entirely and perpetually 
free from dulv. All I wanted was that they should 
have some relief from their tantalisirg situation by 
putting inio their use the material which nature has 
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supplied to them in abundance at their very door 
until they are given an opportunity to work upon 
that material for the beneiit of the State as well as 
their own. 


“The manufacture was closed for no fault of 
theirs, nor were they consulted in the matter when 
they were deprived of their principal source of living. 
Most part of the Orissa coast iies at a considerable 
distance from the railway line and centres of trade. 
So the coast people have to pay more than those living 
in the interior away from the shore for this prime neces- 
sity of life. Now, as the price of the article has risen 
high, the burden ialls on them more heavily than ever, 
and it should be noted that the coast people are p oorer 
than their more favoured brethren in the interior, 
as their lands are practically useless for growing 
crops, so impregnated are they with saline ingredients. 


‘If no temporary concession of the kind 1 proposed 
can he given to these people then it becomes doubly’ 
imperative and necessary that the manufavture should 
be started at once. With the rise of price of the article 
the number of salt cases has increased at a rate which is 
almost alarming. In 1915-16 the number of such 
cases was 141 and in 1916-17, 241, as against 16 and 
29 during the preceding {wo years. Is not this 
abnormal rise sufficiently telling ? It is not to be 
reasonably apprehended that we are nearing a situation 
similar to that of Bengal where hat -looting has become 
so rampant ? God forbid that the loval and peaceful 
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masses in Orissa should be driven to such a State as 
to soil the fair name of their race for a little salt, the 


only sauce with their insufficient wet rice. 


“The fines and forfeitures realized during the 
last {wo years amount to Rs. 141-12-0 (Rs.141.75p) 
and Rs. 781-6-0 (Rs. 781.37p) of which Rs. 61-4-0 
(Rs. 61.25p) and Rs. 704-10-0 (Rs. 704.62p) respectively 
were given to informers and apprehenders. And 
for this the Government have to maintain a preventive 
staff at a considerable cost of Rs. 70,000. Most of these 
cases occurred in Balasore and Puri where the coast 
people are extremely miserable, and that shows the 
circumstances under which they were tempted to 
break the law. 1 would therefore beseech you, Sir, 
that you would give vour serious consideration to the 
subject. Open salt works throughout the coast and 
no offence will be committed. Open fields for labour 
on the coast, and there will be no anxiety and 
trouble in case of failure of crops in the coast areas. 
As has already been quoted from Mr. Ratton’s book, 
they have many salt works in Madras situated far 
away from the stream of life and commerce, where the 
salt raiyats assemble for a couple of months in the 
hottest season, turn out a small quantity of salt and 


go back to their homes. Can not this system be 
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introduced into the Orissa coast for the benefit oi 
the poorest of the poor of the community ? 


“I have tried to show and f{ myself aim convinced 
that salt manufacture on the Orissa coast, especially 
in the Chilka areas, will not be a losing coinicern. | am 
sure that if Government allow manufacture, private 
persons will come forward who should be encouraged 
to invest capital in the business by the tender of 
licences in perpetuity or ior terms of years subject to 
such conditions as the Government mav under the 
circumstances consider it necessary and desirable to 
fix. By my suggestion of a Government factory I do 
not mean to establish the monopoly system. It 
should be only a small model factory to show to 
private capitalists how the work ought to be done and 
managed economically and these private capitalists 
should be allowed to work on the excise system. As 
in many other fields of industry and agriculture 
Govern ment are workine for {he education of the people. 
I hope they will not hesitate to open the experimental 
factory which will in all probability have a financial 
Success besides its educational value. 


“If 1 be so fortunate as to secure the acceptance 
of this Council for my resolution, if restrictions for the 
manufacture be removed and people be helped and 
encouraged to work the industry on payment of Govern- 
ment duty, { have no doubt that in course of time the 
Orissa coast will be studded with the salterns, big and 

small, which will convert the cheerless lonely shore into 
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a busy sphere of life and activity. And the industry 
will in time grow like a cottage industry affording 
scope for the invest ment of their capital by men of smal? 
means, working individually or on co-operative lines. 
The revival of salt manufacture will also call forth the 
fishing industry which always goes with it as a twin 
sister. To me, Sir, the prospects of the Orissa coast 
look bright, its possibilities very vast and resources 
immense. 1 sincerely trust that the Government 
may also see them with the faith, sympathy and liberal 
spirit which so largely characterise Your Honour’s 
administration, so thal a starving populace may be 
saved from ruin and may live in happiness and peace.” 


x ଏ xX 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“I am glad that the Government are greatly anai- 
ous for the development of the salt industry on the 
Orissa coast. I am glad that the miserable condition 
of the people is realised by the Government and that 
they are taking steps to sec whether the industry 
would be a success and 1 hope it will prove {to be a 
success. Under the circumstances | may be permitted 
to withdraw the resolution.” 


LEAVE WAS GRANTED AND THE RESO- 
LUTION WITHDRAWN. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF A 
MEETING OF THE BIHAR AND ORISSA LEGI- 
SLATIVE COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
PATNA ON TUESDAY, THE 
2ND APRIL |¢18. 


x xX X 
SPEECH ON BUDGET 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I desire respectiully to associate myself with 
what has been said by my Hon’ble colleagues in appre- 
ciation of the Financial Statement which for the first 
time the Hon'ble Mr. LeMesurier has placed before 
the Council. Considering the limited scope within 
which the Hon’ble Finance Member was iree lo move, 
it is an interesting and well-thought-out budget which 
for its lucidity and clearness of exposition deserves our 
praise and admiration. We are still in the midst of the 
war and it is not known when our finances will be free 
from the stress and stringency it has caused. Con- 
scious of the clifficuit and exacting character of fram ing 
the budget and wisely diffident of his powers to cope 
with the task under the present war conditions the 
Hon’ble Member has to be congratulated upon this 
satisfactory performance. He is fortunate to assume 
office in a year which shows an expansion of our 
revenues. 
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“An aitempt has for the first time been made to 
defend the financial position of the province against 
the reproach so often cast calling it a ‘deficit province.’ 

Financiu The Hon'ble Member has shown an 
poste increase of nearly 34 lakhs in the 
provincial revenue Since 1915-16. 


I yield to none in my solicitude to have the financial 
stability of the province assured and established. But 
] am afraid the period of three years taken by the 
Hon’ble Member for the purpose of examining the situa- 
tion is a little too short. Such an examination is, 
1 think, necessary not so much to refute what others 
say of us as to know where we really are. The year 
1915-16 taken as the starting point for the purpose of 
the above calculation has been the worst year since the 
formation of the province as that year’s revenue 
(Rs.2,00,71,000) was the lowest compared with 
the revenue of the three preceding and of the three 
succeeding years. In the year 1912-13 our provincial 


receipts amounted to Rs. 2,73,74,000. Since then they 
hegan gradually to fall. None of the four years that 
succeeded could give an equal amount of revenue. 
Only the year 1917-18 shows for the first time soine 
increase on the first year’s revenue. It is only by 
seven lakhs in the Revised Budget of 1917-18. It 
is safe and prudent that for an accurate examination 
of the financial position the cost of the additional 
police to be quartered in the district of Shahabad should 
be deducted from the budget figure, as the Hon'ble 
Member has himself suggested. After such deduction 
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the Budget revenue for 1918-19 comes to Rs.2,86,00,000 


in round figures showing an increase of only G6 lakhs 
over the Revise] Budget of 1917-18, and of 12 lakhs 
over the actuals of the first year of the Province. 
The degree of expansion cannot be said to be very 
great. Let us, however, hope that , as in the life 
of every child, the first five years of this baby province 
were a period of risk and uncertainty when it could 
only be sustained with nutrition from the 
imperial mother and that on its arrival in the sixth 
year of its existence it has outstepped that precarious 
state for the first time in 1917-18 which will open for 


it an era of steady progress and expansion. 


‘‘Our expenditure has no doubt been gradually 
increasing and under some heads, 1 am inclined to 
think, it has grown quite out of proportion. 1 take the 
expenditure under police. Comparing the figures 
for 1912-13 and the Revised for 1917-18, we see the 
increase in expenditure under this head is close upon 
nine lakhs and a half where as the increase in the revenue 
during the period is only seven lakhs as slated above. 
The charge under this head has also been increased 
in the present budget, though I ad mit this rise is due to 
the unfortunate contingency in Shahabad and Gaya. 


‘There will no doubt, be a very material reduction 
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in this expenditure atl the expiry of two years.’ But 
considering the rate at which the police expenditure 
is growing gradually vear after year, itis not un- 
reasonable to suppose that even after the reduction there 
may be on the whole an increase not justified by the 
increase on the receipt side. I do not mean to under- 
rate the necessity and importance of the police upon 
which the safety of our life and property generally 
depends. But an over-increasing charge for the 
police upon a revenue which shows a very slow and 
small rise is not a matter of congratulation for the 
Government and for the people and will never satisfy 
those who so constantly and rightly press for the 
expenditure of the public money on useful public 
objects. 

“I may be told that since the creation of the 
province the expenditure on Education and Sanitation 


have also been going on increasing. 
faication; I acknowledge this and with a sense 
of gratitude. But I contend that the increase 
is due to the imperial grants so generously made 
from time to time. If we take away these grants from 
the expenditures shown in the budget under the 
heads of Education and Sanitation, the actual charge 
on the purely provincial revenue will be seen to be 


comparatively low. The importance of education 
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and sanitation for the well-being and advancement 
of the people and in the interests of administration 
is so obvious and paramount that they cannot be too 
sufficiently and successfully financed. 


“I am glad that the Hon'ble Member has in a 
way lent his support to the maxim ‘open the school 
and close the jail’ quoted in my last year’s budget 
speech, when he justifies the increase of the police 
forces necessitated ‘during the current year by the 
disturbances in the Orissa Feudatory States and 
in Shahabad and more recently in the Bhagalpur 
Division and generally wherever there has been 
excitement and unrest generally amorig simple and 
ignorant people.’ It is a mere truism which is always 
admitted but seldom acted upon that our expenditure 
on Jails and police would be minimized in proportion 
as we spend more and more for the diffusion of edu- 
cation among the mass of our people, for it is education 
which does really police the country. 


“Now, Sir, in any discussion over the financial 
position of Government the condition of the 
hgh Prices. people comes very pertinently under 

consideration. The present is a very 
critical time for our people who have now begun to 
feel the consequences of the war inore seriously than 
ever. Owing to the want of rolling stock export and 
import have alinost come to a standstill. Articles 
of prime necessity, e.g., cloth and salt are now selling 
at a price almost prohibitive to the great bulk of the 
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people. Cash money has become scarce as there has 
been caused a glut of local produce at different centres 
owing to the want of railway wagons. This country 
has proceeded too far in the development of economic 
life now to go back again to the primitive stage of 
barter. What I have myself seen in some parts of Orissa 
of the present condition of the people consequent upon 
the present difficulty in the transference of goods would 
give one real cause for auxieties ; and if this 
state of things continues long | am afraid it may affect 
our revenue to an appreciable extent. 


“It was expected that in spite of the many disas- 

trous effects of the war it might improve the industrial 
Cottuge position of the country. The 
Industries. expectation has not been fulfilled. I 
touched on this point slightly in my budget speech 
last year. The importance and urgency of the subject 
cannot he too often and too strongly reiterated. 
India is a country mainly rural in its character and 
any industrial movement that does not directly help 
the village artisan is not calculated to improve the 
condition of the poeple. 1 believe the present time is 
opportune for a successful effort to revive the old cottage 
industries to which the people will by their very 
nature and tradition take kindly. In other 
provinces Government have already moved in the 
matter. In this province where public life is still in the 
process of formation and public activities in such 
directions are not much in evidence, the initiative should 
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be taken hy the Government I would respectfully 
suggest that as a first step a survey of the various 
industries now lingering in different parts of the 
province may be made with a view to ascertaining 
ways and means for their improvement and revival. 
I do not think industrial and technical schools will 
be of much help for our immediate purpose. Our 
artisans no doubt need to be trained in improved 
methods ; but what they need most and immediately 
is capital and raw materials and an encouragement 
and assurance that their manufactures will seli. For, 
owing to their ignorance ot the current economic 
condition of the world and the immediate rieeds of 
their own country they are shy of taking a new and 
vigorous step with any degree of faith and certainty 
even in their own wonted crafts. 


“In this connection a wider expansion of the 
co-operative movement becomes necessary. The 
Co-vperative number of societies opened up till now 
Movement. in the province is not sufficiently large 


and especially in Orissa the movement has not made 
any appreciable progress. I am glad a Deputy Registrar 
has been appointed for Orissa from this year and it 
is hoped the movement will soon make its way into 
the rural areas of Orissa to save the Raiyats from ruin 
and perpetual indebtedness and also will help the 
village artisans in successfully pursuing their cottage 


industries. 
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“While on the subject of industry 1 would natu- 
rally be inclined to speak about the revival of salt 
Salt Indusiry. manufacture, a question in which I 

feel deeply interested. As I said in 
my speech in moving the resolution on the subject, 
the revival will go a great wav through improving the 
condition of the poorer section of the community and 
vielding no mean revenue to Government. In his 
speech in introducing the Amended Draft Financial 
Statement the Hon'ble Finance Member has endea- 
voured to show that the contribution of this province 
towards the Imperial revenue is by no means insigni- 
ficant. TIsubmit, Sir, hy the revival of thes alt industry 
this contribution will be considerably augmented, 
which will no doubt be to the credit of the province 
and may make our claim by so much the greater and 
juster for increased Imperial grants. Although at 
the suggestion of the Government my resolution was 
withdrawn, it has given me much satisfaction to know 
that the Government are actually taking steps in the 
matter. 1, however, trust that in the next summer we 
shall see the industry revived in the Chilka areas. 


“Sir, as this is the only occasion through out the 
year when non-official members get an opportunity 
Education to express their views before the 
in Orissa. Government on matters of general 
interest, I may be permitted to dwell here on one or 
two such subjects. Last year I complained of the 
neglect showrt to Orissa in some educational matters. 
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It is now some relief to me to see that the Puri 
Sanskrit School is provincialized at last and raised 
to the status of a Sanskrit College with sone additional 
chairs. 1 trust ere long Government will make the 
institution fully equipped so that it may become worthy 
of the sacred historic city of its location. In this con- 
nection I have to thank Your Honour persunally for 
the interest you take in our ancient lore and especially 
in matters of antiquarian interest, as a result of which 
Your Honour has been pleased to appoint a Pandit 
to catalogue the old unpublished manuscripts in 
Orissa of which the numher in the Puri district alone 
is estimated at over a lakh. This work which pro- 
ceeds from a purely disinterested spirit of inquiry 
after knowledge and truth has a national importance 
for the pcople of Orissa. 


“As Chancellor of the Patna University Your 
Honour in your inaugural speech on the occasion of 
the first Convocation was pleased to hold out to the 
University people of Orissa hope that they would 
for Orissa. have a University of their own. The 
faint suggestion of the Patna University Cominitlee 
has been affirmed by the head of the administration. 
If that be the goal towards which educational 
efforts in Orissa should be directed, the Ravenshaw 
College which will forin the nucleus of the University 
should be equipped accordingly from now. Hitherto 
the attention il has received is insufficient or at any 
rate, does not justify the anticipation of what it is 
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destined to bein future. Since separate University 
for the province has been established the question of 
opening B. L. Classes and also M. A. Classes, at 
least in some selected subjects, at Cuttack can 
no longer be deferred without a serious handicap to 
educational progress in Orissa. Ambitious Orissa 
students cannot all go to Patna for Post-Graduate 
studies. Their admission into the Calcutta University 
will after all be a matter of grace. Necessarily many 
of the Ravenshaw College graduates will have to go 
without further education which is essentially necessary 
:0 bring about such conditions as would make the 
separate University in Orissa successful and self-helping. 


“Before I conclude, Sir, I beg leave 
Oriyas in to draw thea tte nt ion of the 
Services, Government to a matter in which the 

educated section of Orissa people feel 
very strongly—! refer to the employment of Oriyas 
in the public service. That the people of Orissa 
are represented in the public service in an extremely 
meagre proportion is quite patent. 1 refer here to 
one or two departments only. As I said the other 
dav in another connection, the executive staff of the 
Public Works Department there has only one Oriya 
Sub-overseer above the grade of Rs. 50/- though 
there is ample field for Oriyas in this department in 
the British districts of Orissa and in the Feudatory 
States and also in the adjoining Oriya-speaking districts 
of Madras. !f there were facilities in Orissa for 
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qualifying men for this department many educated 
Oriya youths could have followed a better career. In 
the Secretariat and in oifices of the Heads of Depart- 
ments, out of the whole strength of 372 there were 
only 20 Oriyas last year and only one in the upper 
division. There are now seven listed posts in this 
province but not one has yet fallen to the lot of an 
Oriva though 1 think officers of approved merit are 
not wanting among the Oriyas. This question of 
employment is not only a question of career with us but 
is a matter of national honour and self-respect as 
affording opportunities to our educated youths 
of doing their part high or low in the administrative 
organization of the country. Sound statesmanship 
demands that this as piration of the intelligent section 
of a community with a distinct identity of 
interest should be given full and fair scope for its 
realization.” 


X ଏ x 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 

“YOUR HONOUR, 

“May I say a few words regarding the two para- 
graphs in my speech which Your Honour has ruled 
out of order and which will, therefore be omitted 2? ” 
His Honour the President : 


“The Hon'ble Member must not dispute a ruling 
of the Chair on a point of order.” 


X X X 
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28th November, 1918 
VICTORY RESOLUTION 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


‘‘I rise to accord my support ot the resolution 
moved by my hon'’ble friend Rai Bahadur Dwaraka 
Nath. Not only all the members of this Council but 
the people of this province and also the people of this 
vast Empire teel happy at the glorious termination 
of this war. 


“I just desire to convey to Your Honour how the 
people think of the present situation. Well, the other 
day, just after the armistice news was published in the 
papers, | was walking alone in a retired country place 
in the evening when an old man coming from his 
day's work followed me. He asked me ‘‘Isit true ? ” 
From his words I could very well guess whal he meant 
toask. Isaid, “What do you mean, my good fellow 2?" 
He replied : “Is it true that they have come to terms ? ” 
1 said “Yes”. The poor oid man said, ‘‘God be thanked: 
we poor people are saved’'. 1 said to him “Why 
poor people ? The whole Empire is saved. Our sense 
of anxiety is now over.” Then the old man heaved 
asigh that indicated the great relief that he was enjoying, 
and then he thanked God and said, “God save (he 
King”. {1 joined also by saying “Long live our King, 
‘God save our King.” 
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The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Mr. Madhusudan Das asked 


“(a) Has the attention of Govern- 


Constitution ment been invited to an article 
of Orissa as a headed ‘Orissa as a Ssub-province’ 
sub-province in the Oriya of 2nd October 1918 2? 
(Page 428). 


‘‘(b) Does the Government propose to consider 
the question of “instituting a sub-province” in Orissa 
“at a very early date” as suggested in the 1ast 
two sentences of paragraph 246 of the ‘‘Repourt on 
Indian Constitutional Reforms” by His Excellency 
the Viceroy and the Right Hon'ble the Secretary of 
State for India ?” 

The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“(a) The attention of Government has been 
drawn to the article in question. 


‘‘(0) Government are considering what action 
should be taken in the matter. In their opinion, how- 
ever, the last sentence of paragraph 246 of the Report 
must be read in the light of the preceding sentences”. 


xX Xx X 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the correspondenice of the Panchayat 
of the Digambari Jains of Bengal, 

Removal of Jain Bihar and Orissa, published in 
images from THE STATESMAN oi the Ist Nove- 


Khandagiricaves  mber 1918 under the head “The 
‘Pug 435). Khandagiri Images 2” 
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“(hb) Will the Government be pleased to say— 


“(1) whether all the statements made therein 
are correct ; 


“(2) if so, what steps, if any, were taken in 
respect of the acts of violence committed early in 1914 
bv an officer of the Pipili sub-division in spite of the 
protests of the Jain sevak of the images, and on the 
11th March 1915 by a sub-engineer ; ” 


(3) What order, if any was passed on the 
representation of the Jains of Orissa submitted after 
the first act was done bv the officer of the Pipili sub- 
division ; 

‘‘(4) Whether before the removal of the three 
images was ordered, their attention was drawn to the 
assurance that ‘no manner of in(lerference with their 
religious observances was contemplated ;’ which was 
given to the Jains on their petition objecting to the 
notification of the Education Department dated 
June 25th, 1912. 


‘‘(5) Whether the wishes and sentiments of the 
community concerned were consulted before the 
removal ; and 


“'(6) whether they have ordered the restoration 
of the images to their cave on Khandagiri and 
if so, whether they have been returned to the commu- 
nity concerned ?” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Lister replied : 


“The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answers 
given to the questions asked by the Hon’ble Rai Baha- 
dur Purnendu Narayan Sinha.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘“(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if thev have received the sanction from the Govern ment 
Cuttack Engine- Of India in respect of the scheme 
ering School. for the Engineering School at Cuttack ?” 


“(b) If the sanction has not been received, will 
this Government be pleased to move the Government 
of India for the issue of orders on the subject without 
further delay 2” 


The Hon’ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


(a) Sanction has not yet been received.” 

“(6) The Government of India were recently 
addressed on the subject and the hope was expressed 
that it might now be possible to pass early orders on 
the scheme.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Will the Govern ment be pleased to state— 

“(1) whether the inquiries which, they stated 

in their reply to my resolution on the subject in 
Salt manutacture March last, were being made into 
in the Chitka fake, the question of salt manufacture in 
the Chilka lake have been completed ; 
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“(2) ifso, what are the results of the inquiries ; 


“(3) how far their negotiations with the respon- 
sible firm referred {to in their reply to my resolution 
have progressed and with what result ; 


(4) whether the other alternative stated in the 


reply, viz... manufacture under licence by the Raja 


of Parikud, has heen examined ; 


“(5) whether any correspondence has passed 
hetween this Government and the Government of 


India on the subject of salt manufacture in Orissa ; 


“(6) if so, what was the result of the corres- 


pondence ; 
“(7) whether the Chilka area has been examined 
by the Mudras expert ; and 


“(8) If so, what are the conclusions reached by 
him 2? 

“*{b) Will the Government lav on the tabie a 
copy of the report of the Madras expert, tf he has 
submitted any ?”’ 


“(c) Are the Government aware that many 
private capitalists are willing to start the manufacture 
if they be granted licences under the excise system ? 


‘“(d) Do the Government propose to start the 
manuiaclure in Chilka during next summer either on 
the excise, the modified excise, or the monopoly system ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


“(a) 1. and 2. The enquiry has been made by 
a private firm. The results are still confidential. 


‘“(3) Government are in communication with 
the firm and hope for a satisfactory conclusion of the 
negotiations. 


(4) Government are not aware that the Raja 
of Parikud has any wish to manufacture salt. 


“(5) and (6) The Government of India 
have been informed of the enquiry and the 
negotiations. 


“(7) Yes, on behalf of the firm previously 
referred to. 

“(8) and (b). The experi has not submitted any 
report to Government. 

“(c) Government have no information on the 
subject. 

“(d) If the scheme under consideration is taken 
up, it is expected that preparations for the manufacture 
of salt will be made iminediately.’’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(u) Are the Government aware of the anxiety 


PecognitioN and earnestness of the Oriyas of Singhb- 
of Oriya as pe Oriy ” ed as 
a court Bum to have Oriya FeCop ihe ae 
fanguage in court language in that district ? 


Singhbhum. 
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“(b) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number and class of schools in Singhbhum in 
which Oriya is taught ? 

‘“‘(c) Are the Government aware that the spread 
of Oriya education is very much discouraged and parcti- 
cally arrested in that district by the non-recognition 
of the language as a vernacular ir the ‘courts ?” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Lister replied : 


(a) So far as Government are awarc there is 
no strong feeling on the subject. 

“(b) Oriya is taught in the Chaibassa Zilla 
School, two Lower Primary Schools for boys and one 
Lower Primary School for girls. 

‘“(c) Oriya has never been recognized as a court 
language in Singhbhum, but Government are unable 
to say how far this fact is responsible for its present 
position as compared with other vernaculars.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked 


c{a) Is it a fact that no Oriya has 


Representu- 5 FR 
tinn of Oriyas been taken asa Commissioner ol! 
{ n ¢ hc the Municipality newly instituted at 
Cha't:radhar- 


pir Muni- Chakradharpur in Singhbhum ? 
cipality. 

‘“(b) Are the Government aware that excepting 
the portion near the Railway Station, Chakradharpur 
in Porhat is almost entirely inhabited by Oriyas ? 

“(c) Will the Government be pleased to consider 
the desirability of adequate representation of the 
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Oriya interest in the Chakradharpur Municipality 
when the next opportunity arises 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


‘“‘(«u) There is no Oriya Commissioner at present. 

‘‘(b) Government are informed that 430 hold- 
ings out of 1,016 are occupied by Oriyas. 

‘‘(c) Government will consider the appoint ment 


of an Oriya Commissioner at the next opportunity, 
if any suitable candidates are available.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘Will the Government be pleased to state the 
Influenza names of the several districts of the 
epidemic. province suffering from influenza, the 
number of deaths caused by the epidemic since its 
first outbreak, and also the steps taken for its 
prevention and cure in each distrct 2?” 


The Hon‘ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


‘‘Influenza has been prevalent throughout the 
province. [It has been most severe in Hazaribagh, 
Ranchi, Singhbhum, Sambalpur and Angul. Shaha- 
bad, Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, the Santa! Parganas, 
Palamau and Manbhum have also 
considerably. 


suffered 


“(ii] The vital statistics except in towns 
are compiled from data supplied by the village Chauki- 
dars who are unable to distinguish influenza from 
other diseases. It is therefore, impossible to say how 
many deaths have occurred from influenza and its 
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sequel, though the total number must have been very 
large. 

‘‘(iii) The responsibility for taking preventive 
and curalive measures rests with local bodies. Full 
instructions as to the proper measures to adopt have 
heen issued to them both by the Inspector-General 
of Civil Hospitals and by the Sanitary Commissioner, 
and a large grant has been placed at the disposal of 
the Inspector-Genera! of Civil Hospitals for subsidies 
to local bodies which are unable to meet from their 
own resources the costs of medicines and other 
remedial measures The Inspector-General has also 
engaged a number of Sub-Assisatant Surgeons and 
Compounders to meet emergent calls.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to give a state- 
ment showing in each district :— 


(i) The number of dispensaries 
Number of dis- 
pensaries in 
Bihar mainta- (ii) the number maintained jointly 
tned jointly & 
severally by 
local bodies subscribers and by Government, 
a ର indicating the amount obtained 


by Cuvernment. from each source ?” 
The Hon’hle Mr. Sifton replied : 
‘{({) Figures for the year 1915 have not been 


in i915 and the present number and 


and severally by local bodies, private 


compiled, but a list* is placed on the table 


* See Appendix P. 
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showing the number of Hospitals, Dispensaries and 
other Medical institutions in the province in the 
year 1913 and 1918. 


APPENDIX—P 


List showing the number of hospitals and dispensaries and other 
medical institutions tt the province vt Bihar and Orissa in the 
years 1913 and 1918. 


Classes of Hospitals and Dizpensaries 


Year 1-State Il State IV-Private 


Public Fund aided Total {:) Police 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
1913 15 160 20 195 23 
1918 22 217 24 263 24 
11-State Special V-Private non aided VI Total Re- 


“ — Rail- number marks 
(ii)Fore- (iif) (ev) (i)under (it) Not way ol dis- 


st & Canals others Govt. under pensaries 
Surveys super- Govt. 
vision super- 
vision 
7 H 9 10 1 12 12 14 
4 5 ?9 27 35 328 
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“(i The Hon'ble Member is referred to 
Statement HH appended to the annual return of the 
hospitals and dispensaries in the province for the year 
1917." 


The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if they have taken any steps to give effect to the re- 
AppOIAIReRt solution passed in the last session 


non-official of the Council for the appointment 
Chairman in 


DierAel Boards: of non-official chairman in some 


of the District Boards of the province ? 


“(bD) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state if they have decided which of the District Boards 
in the province will be given that privilege in the 


first instalment ? 


‘“(c) Will the Government he pleased to state 
the principle on which the selection of District Boards 


has been or is to be made for the purpose 2” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


“The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer 
given to {he question put by the Hon'ble Mr. S. K. 
Sahay.” 
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fhe Hon'ble Babu Gopahandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased tc lay on the 
Expenditure on table a statemeut showing separately 
Primary and the amounts annually spent on instruc- 
Secondary tion, inspections, b uildings and [furniture 
SADIE. for the Primary and Seconilary schools 


in each Division of the province from 1912-13 to 
1917-18 ?”' 


The Hon’bie Mr. McPherson replied : 


“A statement,* giving the information, so far 
as it is available, islaid on the table: 


* APPENDIX —E 


pa ~ MI at rt OER bras erate ee ~—— re ee ee it ee eee me ee ie i te os oe ee ei i ce 


Di- (Expenditure on Secondary Fdurcatioin in) 


ViSIOTIS sm — ——— em mime lm msi ln mln i i i i nie oe 


1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1015-16 1916-17 1917-18 


i 2 3 4 £ 6 7 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. 2s. 
Patna 2,21,370 2,50,772 2,889,627 3,34, 776 3,69,680 5,54,192 


Tirhut 1,79,686 2,07,9G6& 2,49,451 2,91,447 3,200,419 3,58,466G 
bhagalpur 2,23,320 2,771,026 3,13,176 3,38,345 3,536,608 3,90,615 
Orissa 1,49,354 2,225,410 2,503,920 2,92,1G1 2,95,562 3,10,403 
Chota- 1,89,159 2,288,716 2,62,409 2,65, 761 2,74,156 3,05,8814 
Nacgpnher 
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cE xpendiGr on Priasaiy F.diication in) 


1912-12 1913-¡4 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 1917 18 


8 9 10 11 12 13 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 


3,18 889 ଓ3,56,684 4.,10,095 4,59,962 &4,64,908 4,81,912 
3,82,333 4,70,231 5,62,495 5,&1,673 5,88,767 5,92,595 
4,50,730 5,144,854 ଓ,&3,955 5,୨93,130 6,138,147 ଓ6,61,443 
6,56,522 7,925,144 ୮7,43,272 ୮,2୬5,୬୪0 7,29,740 7,0୦7,298 
2,211,812 3,55,°79 4,30,312 4,64,465 4,74,575 4,79,228 


{Expenditure cn Inspection in) 

1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 
14 15 16 17 18 19 
Rs Rs Rs Rs. Rs Rs 
70,519 8୫,951 97,857 93,166 95,300 91,241 


72,407 0,427 93,663 90,602 91,503 94,433 
୧7,557 ।,05,063 ।,05,197 ।,08,415 1,061,748 ।,08,077 
94,552 1,15,389 ।,04,320 ।,16,474 ।.,19,747 1,15,011 
୪! 321 94,747 \1,01,53} ।,10,613 1,0୦7,573 1,0୦4,606 


_ 4,09,306 4,94,577 85,02,588 5,19,267 5,15,871 5,15,768 
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{Expenditure on Building, Furniture and Apparatus.) 


es ee eet ee ee ee ee ee ese ee oe ee ts ee re te i ee ee te eo — er 


1912-13 191? 14 1914-15 1915-15 1916-37 1 17-18 


OO PE Pr ee ee PE ee ee Or a ee 


20 21 22 23 24 25 
Rs Rs Rs. Rs Rs Rs 
34,944 41,756 1,955 ।¡,38,398 ।1,83,330 82,847 
20,୯99 58,573 ୨୫,314 1,15,426 1,29,409 ୨୦,226 
୪4,507 93,099 02,995 76,336 1,45,105 1 34,91 
83,889 78,823 ୫5,118 ୪୫0,087 80,908 70,31 
1,43,435 285,464 $5,756 69,398 82,334 81,084 


3,66,874 5,57 ,715 5,24,150 4, 0,145 6,22,096 4,59, 88 


hMote— eparate figures sre availabie for the cxpenditurc 
bY the Public Works Derartment in the differen? 
visions. 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government he pleased to state 
the estimate of cost of construction of a 
T'ype plans of building on the approved type plan 
School build- for a Primary, Middle atid a High 
HRS. school in each Division 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPhcrson replied : 


“There is no general type plan for Primary 
schools, nor is it possible to prepare une owing to 
variations in local conditions. A type plan for 
Middle schools costing Rs. 6,500/- has been adopted 
in several districts. There is no single type 
plan for High sckools, but the cost of ihe buildings 
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which have been erected for the Government High 
schools at headquarters ranges from Rs.1,06,000/- 
to Rs. 1,42,000. For further particulars the Hon'ble 
Member is referred to paragraphs 214 and 215 of the 
quinquennial report.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked 
“(u) Will the Government be pleased to state 
Piacing of Bow far the proposal to place all the 


Middle Ene- Middle English Schools under the 
lich Schools I 
under the Edu- Education Department has been 
cation Deparl-  vivyen effect to ?” 
ment 

“*(b) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of Middle English schools in each 
district transferred irom the District Boards to that 
department during the current year ? 

‘“(c) Do the schools transferred from the control 


of the District Board to the Education Department 
show any sign of improvement 2?” 


The Hon’bie Mr. McPherson replied : 


“(u) The transfer of Middle English 
schools from the control of local bodies was comp- 
leted when the aided schools were taken over with 
effect from the Ist of September, 1918. 

‘'(b) A statement* is laid on the table. The 


managed Middle English schools have been placed 


* See Appendix R. 
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under local cominittees, while the schools formerly 
aided by District Boards now receive grants-in-aid 


from provincial revenues. 


APPENDIX—R 


Statement showing the number of Middle Engzgli<h 
Schoo:s in each district {.ansferred from the 


District Board to the Education Leportment. 


Name of District Managed Aided 
Schools Schools 


Patna 3 4 
Gaya i 7 
Shahabad 2 5 
Saran Fe 2 
Champaran 2 2 
Muzaffarpur 3 
Darbhanga g 
Monghyr 7 12 
Bhagalpur 4 9 
Purnea 1 5 
Hazaribagh 4 
Ranchi 1 a 
Palamau 2 i 
Manbhun: 92 8 
Cuttack 5 15 
Balasore i 11 
Puri 3 I 
Sambalpur 5 I 
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“(c) It is too early to state whether the schools 
have improved. At the time of their transfer they were 
given grants sufficient to bring the pay of the teachers 
upto the standard scale. A schedule will be laid before 
the Finance Committee at their next meeting and 
they will be asked to find funds to enable the aided 
schools to be improved.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘“(a) Are the Government a wa re 


Raising of Mid- of the strong universal desire on the part 
cle Vernacular cf the people to have Middle English 
schools fo 4 : a ¢ 
Midete English Schools in preference to Middle Verua- 


slandurd. cular Schools ? 


“{b) Ifso, will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of Middle Vernacular 
schools raised tv Middle English standard 
and the number of Middle English Schools reduced 
to Middle Vernacular standard and the number of 
newly started Middle English Schools in 
each of the Divisions of the province during the current 
year indicating in the case of reduction the reasons 
therefor ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


‘“(a) Government are aware that such a desire 
exists in many places. 
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“(b) The Finarice Committee are being invited 
to include in the budget, provision for grants to two 
new Middle English Schools in each Division next 
vear. 


‘“(c) The information is being collected and will 
be communicated to the Hon’ble Member later on.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘‘(a) Has the attention of the Government been 


Admission of drawn to tlie article, ‘The Etlucation 
failed students Department Circulars’ in The Express 
in High Schools. of the 25th of October last ? 

‘‘Will the Government be pleased to state the 
number of plucked Matriculate students who have 
taken admission into each of the High Schools 
of the province after the Ist of August which is fixed 
as the last day of admission by the Director of 
Public Instruction in his Circular referred to in the 
article ? 

“(c) Witl the Government be pleased tu consider 
the desirability of allowing the plucked Matriculate 
Students who took admission before the i4th of 
‘August. that is, within one week after the final 
instalment of the examination result was published, 
to appear in the next Matriculation Examination 


from the schools in which they have heen ad mitted 2?’ 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


168 
The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 
(a) Yes. 


‘“‘(b) The iniormation is not available and its 
collection would involve an amount of labour not 
commensurate with the result to be obtained from it. 


‘“‘(c) It has been ascertained that the Director 
of Public Instruction passed orders early in October 
fixing August lth as the latest date for the admission 
of failed candidates. Owing to the Puja holidays 
these orders were not communicated to inspectors 
till October 286th in this circular No. 9397 of that 
date.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to lay on the 
Amoun! of cess table a statement showing the amount of 
assessed on the cess fixed in the road cess revaluation in 
completion 9 oach of the districts in which the revalu- 
revaluation opera — ® 
uns in each ation proceedings have been completed 
district. before April, 1918 and the amount of cess 

each was paying before the revaluation?” 


The Hon‘bie Mr. Lister replied : 


“The attention of the Hon’ble Member is 
drawn to Appendix—XL of the Annual Report on the 
Land Revenue Administration of the province 
which will furnish him with the necessary infor- 
mation.” 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to state the 
Monuie of calcula- mode and principle iollowed in the 
fing cess on rent revaluation proceedings in calcula- 
freclands, etc.in ting cess on rent-free lands, 
Oriss ain the revenue-free estates, and quit-rent 
corrse of revalu- lenures, e.g. tanki tenures in 
ution operutton. Orissa ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Lister replied : 


“The attention of the Hon'ble Member 
is drawn to the Bengal Cess Act, 1880, as amended 
up-to-date, which furnishes the necessary 
information. The provisions of the Act are supple- 
mented by a set of rules and orders issued by the 
Board of Revenue and incorporated in the Bengal 
Cess Manual, 1911.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
4pplicoation uf the principles how manv Municipalities, 
ot the reso ‘lion by the District Boards, and Local 
Government of Indin on Boards have been reconstitu- 
Lucul Self Goveinment tedin the province 
:1Ssued in May l918in respect Si n ce the issue of the 
of Muntcipalities Disinct Government of India’s 
Boards and Local Boards re- resolution on Local Self 
constituted sincethal date. Governinent in May last ? 


“(b) Have the Government taken any steps 
lo give effect as far as practicable, to the 
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spirit and principle of this resolution in the recon- 
stitution of {hese Boards ? 


“(c) Will the Government be pleased to 
stale in how many of these Boards. 


“() Officials and non-officials were rival 
candidates for the Chairmanship and with what 
results ; 


(ii) Officials Chairmen have been succeeded 
by non-official Chairman: and 

(i) the grounds of such protests and the 
results thereof +” 


The Hon'hte Mr. Sifton reptied : 


“(n) and (5) Government take no part in 
the reconstitution of District and Local 
Boards and they haveno inior mation of the 
number of such Boards which have been reconstituted 
since the month of May. For the steps taken to 
replace nominated by elected Chairman 
of District Boadrs, the Hon'ble Member is referred 
to the answer given to the question put by the Hon’ble 
Mr. S. K. Sahay.” 


“In regard to Municipalities Govern ment are 
considering the question of extending the right 
of electing their Chairman to those now in Schedule I.” 

“Twenty-six Municipalities have been re- 
constituted since the issue of the resolution. Govern- 
ment have received proposals concerning the appoint- 
ment of a Chairman in nine of these cases. 
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“(c) (i) So far as Government are aware, in 
no case were an official and non-official rival candi- 
dates for the Chairmanship.” 


‘“(c) (ii) In two cases official Chairmen have been 
Succeeded by non-oificial Chairman.” 

“(c) (iii) In one case a protest was made against 
the election of an official as Chairman on the ground that 
it was opposed to the test and spirit of the resolution 
quoted by the Hon’ble Meinber. Government found 
{hat there was no substance in the protest and gave 
their approval to the election.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
“(a) Will the Government be pleased to give an 


Fuilire of rice crop est i mate of outturn of the 
and mcasures taken p res ent rice crops in the 
to prevent famine. several districts of the province ? 


“(b) Isit a fact that, owing to the contimious 
drought in several districts. failure of crops has 
hecomine inevitable and the people have already begun 
to feel the pinch some what seriously ? 

“(c) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

“(j) What steps are now being taken to meet 
the present difficulties arising from scarcity of 
fnod-grains in the local markets in many parts of the 
province; and 

“(ii) whether they are preparing any comprehen- 
sive scheme of relief measures to meet farmnine in case 
that contingency arises 2?” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Lister replied : 
“(a) A statement *showing the estimate is iaid 
on the table.” 
*See Appendix—5S 
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‘“‘(b) Scarcity appears {to be imminent in some 
districts.” 


“(c) «) The Government of India have appoint- 
ed a food Conimissioner to regulate the export and 
import of food grains between excess and deficit areas. 
within this province these duties are discharged by 
the Director of Civil Supplies. 


“(i1) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the 
reply given in answer to the question asked by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Saiyid Muhammad Naim on the same 
subject.” 


APPEMDIX—S 


Percentage outturn of Winter rice, Autumn rice in cach 
district of the province in 1918. 
{As renorted in crop forecasts recently submitied 
by Dist. Officers}. 


District Winter rice Autumn rice 
l 2 3 
Patna 53 per cent 5& per cent 
Gaya 46 -do- 46 -do- 
Shahahad 57 -do 42 -Go0- 


Saran 57 -do- 75* -¢o- 
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es si ais aad: Nt: inadiNl Mimi wim ii “an WAGES ini lit rE ats ean ali dined amped aan ea ant Gail aan eae eet 


1 2 3 
Champaran 77 -do- 100 -do- 
Muzaflargpur 75 -do- 67 -do- 
Darbhanga 66 -do- &7 -dc- 
Monegkyr 34 -do- 62 -do- 
Blagalpur 52 -do- 62 -do- 
Purnea 72 -do- 75 -do- 
.Santal Parganas 53 -do- 54 -do- 
Cultack 50 -do- 50 -E9- 
Balasoic 32 -do- 43 -do- 
Angel 42 -do- 50* -do- 
Puri 68 -do- 75 -do-* 
Sambhalpur 62 -do- 39 -do- 
Hazaribagh 31 to 46 -do- 77* -doc- 
Ranchi 37 -do- 67 -do- 
Palmaen 8? (aj -do- 66 -do- 
Manbhum 31 -do- 46 -do- 
Singhbhum 32 -do- 32 -do- 


As reported in the preliminary forecast Xf bhadai crops for 
1918. Final Iorecasts have not yet been received for these 


districts. 


(«)} The Deputy Commissioner of Palamau reported on the 
ith October that the ont turn of winter rice would be &? 
per cent. if there was rain within a week ; hut there has been 

no rain since then. Tie second forecast of winter 


rice has not vet beer received froin hin. 
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QUESTIONS 


22. 1.1919 


1. 4.1919 


29. 8.1919 


Lg | 


Upgrading and reduction of the 
stalus of the M. V. Schools. 


Terminal Tax at Puri. 

Forest Product Lease to Bengal 
Timber Company in Singhbhuim. 
Rules for the management of 
Khurda forest areas. 

Memorial from Khurda people 
to the Lt. Governor on 25-12-1918, 
regarding remission of rent for 
famine relief, manufacture of 
salt in Chilka lake and demarca- 
tion of forest boundaries. 

Number of teachers and inspecting 
officers with Matriculation quali- 
fication. 

Number and names of public 
bodies recognised by the Govern- 
ment of Bihar & Orissa. 


Famine statement of Bihar and 
Orissa. 

Memorial .submitted by the mem- 
bers of the Subordinate Executive 


Service. 
Increase of Tuition Fees in the 


Colleges. 
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Free-studentships in the Colleges. 
Increase of Hostel fees in the 
Colleges. 
Problems of Oriyas in Singhbhum. 
Admission of students from Bihar 
and Orissa in the Calcutta Medical 
College. 
Flood damage in the province 
in 1919. 


. Loss of revenue due to floods. 
. River Embankments in Orissa. 


Flood in Puri District. 

Famine in Puri District. 
Religious endowments in Sambalpur 
District. 

Endowment Comuinittee under Act. 
XX of 18563. 

Reintroduction of Auction system 
in the forests of Singhbhum dis- 
trict and extension of the lease of 
the Bengal Trading Company. 


RESOLUTIONS 


1. 


2. 


To replace School buildings bv 
open-air system. (Accepted) 


To sanction rupees one lakh for 
drinking water supply in Puri 


Municipality. (Withdrawn.) 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


SPEECHES 


4. 3.1919 Il. Speech opposing the resolution 
of Rai Bahadur P. N. Singh to 
deduct Rs.10,000/- from the 
building grant for Ravenshaw 
College for a Provincial Museum. 


2. Speech supporting the resolution 
of Rai Bahadur Dwaraka Nath 
for making provision of Rs.25,000/: 
for giving grants to Sanskrit 
Tols. 

1. 4.1919 : 3. Speech on the Budget Estimates 
for 1919-20. 


A. EDUCATION: 
(a) Questions : 


22. 1.1919 Upgrading and reduction of the status 
of the M. V. Schools. 


1. 4.1919 Number of teachers and inspecting 
officers with Matriculation qualifications. 


29 8. 1919 : Increase of Tuition Fees in the Colleges. 
Free studentships in the Colleges. 
Increase of Hostel fees in the Colle- 
ges. 
Admission of students from Bihar 
and Orissa in the Calcutta Medical 
College. 
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(b) Resolutions : 


22. 1.1919 : 


To replace School buildings by open- 
air svstem. (Accepted) 


(c) Speeches : 


Speech opposing the resolution of 
Rai Bahadur P. N. Singh to deduct 
Rs. 10,000/- from the building grant 
for Ravenshaw College for a Provincial 
Museum. 


Speech supporting the resolution of 
Rai Bahadur Dwaraka Nath for making 
provision of Rs. 25,000/- for giving 
grants to Sanskrit Tots. 


B. FOREST: 


(a) Questions : 


1. 4. 1919 : 


Forest Product Lease to Bengal 
Timber Company in Singhbhum. 


Rules for {ne management of Khurda 
forest areas. 


Memorial from Khurda People 
to the Lt. Governor on 28-12-1618, 
regarding remission of rent for famine 
relief, manufacture of Salt in Chilka 
lake andl demarcation of forest boundaries. 
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29. &. 1919 Reintroduction of Auction System in 
the Forests of Singhbhum District 
and extension of the lease of the 
Bengal Trading Company. 


(b) Speech © 


1. 4.1919 : Speech on the Budget Estimates for 
1919-20. 


C. FLOOD AND FAMINE : 
(a) Questions : 


1. 4.1919 Memorial from Khurda people to the 


Lt. Governor on 25-12-1918 regarding 
remission of rent for famine relief, 


manufacture of salt in Chilka lake 
and demarcation of forest boundaries. 


22, 8.1919 Famine statement of Bihar and Orissa. 
Flood damage in the province in 1919. 

Loss of revenue due to floods. 

River Embankments in Orissa. 

Flood in Puri District. 

Famine in Puri District. 


(b) Speeches 


1. 4.1919 Speech on the Budget Estimates for 
1919-20. 
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D. MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT : 


(a) Questions : 


1. 4.1919 Terminal Tax at Puri. 
(b) Resolution : 


4. 3.1919 : To sanction rupees one lakh for drinking 
water supply in Puri Municipality 
(Withdrawn) 


E. MISCELLANEOUS 


Questions : 


1. 4.1919 : Number and names of public bodies 
recognised by the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa. 


99. 8.1919 : Memorial submitted by the members of 
the subordinate Executive Service. 
Problems of Orivas in Singhbhum. 
Religious Endowments in Sambalpur 
District Endowment Committee urnder 
Act. XX of 1863. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 

THE COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL 

CHAMBER AT PATNA ON WEDNESDAY, 
THE 22nd JANUARY, 1919. 


X ଏ xX 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government he pleased to state the 
number of Middle Vernacular schools raised to 
¥ . Middle English standard and the 
reference of Nn 
Middle Enyiish number of Middle English Schools 
Schools to reduced to Middle Vernacular stan- 
: "4 
Middle Verna- dard and the number of newly 
cular Schools ¥ \ é Ma ; 

‘ started Middle English Schools in 
each of the dlivisions of the province during the 
current year, indicating in the case of reduction 
the reason therefor 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 
“A statement * is laid on the table.” 
xX xX xX 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : moved 
the following resolution, : 


‘That this Council recommends to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council that in Primary 


* Appendix—A 
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_ .., alld Secondary schools of this pro- 
ncourogemcnt § ¢ ହି 
of open-air Vince open-air conditions of living and 
Primary and teaching be, as far as practicable, 
ର encouraged and that costly buildings 
Pagel ` of atype plan as a condition for the 
recognition of a school be dlispensed 
with if the school can be run on open air lines with 
advantage.” He said 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“The resolution which I beg to move proposes 
nothing new. Itsimply recommends the use of that 
old universal thing, the first condition of life—I mean 
the pure air, the virtue of which is little recognized, 
perhaps owing to its abundance in nature. It only 
emphasizes what medical men are always preaching as 
the primary requisite for a healthy existence. 


“Nor do I ask for a novel experiment; for 
vour honour knows that an open-air school is not 
a mere idea with me. It is not a picture drawn by 
imagination from the accounts of Asramas and insti- 
tutions of ancient India. To me it is fact, an actual 
thing which I have made, tried, and fuund sufficiently 
to stand the test. I would not have ventured to press 
the Government for its adoption as a system, were 
I not myself convinced of its usefulness and 
suitability to the purpose for which it is intended. 

“The subject of my resolution is in the first 


place educational and as such it may fairly admit 
vf an academic treatment for which, I am afraid, the 
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present is not an appropriate occasion. But at any 
rate I wish to make it clear at the outset that I 
claim no originality in the experiment of the open-air 
system in the education of our youths. The Indian 
educational system of by-gone days offers a precedent 
for this, and the open-air method has long survived 
the many changes that have come over the country, 
and has still been lingering in our viilage Pathashalas 
and Tols though it has now been almost supplanted by 
close costly buildings. 1 remember how in imy 
childhood 1 received my lessons in the village 
Pathashala under the spreading banyan tree which 
could give accommodation to children of all castes, 
high and low, each occupying his seat separately. 
In the sacred shade of that historic tree the 
distinction of caste among the children did almost 
vanish, a fact which contributed in no small measure 
to the greater degree of literacy in Orissa. 


“I believe, Sir, most of the members of this 
Council are aware that the Satyabadi School, with 
which 1 am associated from its inception, is run on 
open-air-lines. It has passed the stage of experiment, 
and during the last ten years of its existence its open-air 
character has not only given satisfaction to the students 
and teachers but has also impressed those who have 
favoured the institution with their kind visits. 
From the result obtained at Satyabadi 1 feel myseli 
justified in commending the open-air living and tea- 
ching for general acceptance. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


183 


“TI think, Sir, IT have not brought this resolution 
before the Council too early. The time has come 
when open-air methods should be introduced 
in our schools where and when itcan be conveniently 
and advantageously followed. Influenza, tuber- 
culosis and many other infections and epidemics 
are causing terrible havoc in the country, and 
medical opinion is unanimous that the use of the 
open-air is a chief remedy for these diseases. Our 
hoys should learn to value the fresh pure air properly, 
and when its importance is brought home to them, they 
will be our chief agents in making the people appreciate 
its efficacy. 


“There is also another consideration which 
is not less important —I mean the cost of education. 
In the ineeting of the Select Coinmittee on the compul- 
sory Primary Education Bill there arose the 
question of expenditure on education which nece- 
ssarily involved the suhject of school buildings. It 
cannot he denied that the importance attached to 
school-houses in our present system entails an 
expenditure which is by no means insignificant. If 
the country is to be studded with Primary schools, 
as it must be before primary education is made 
effectively free and compulsory, enormous expenditure 
has to be incurred on account of buildings, 
unless there is a change in the existing method and 
ideas. Everybody who has experience in organising 
a school, knows verv well that the initial chief 
difficulty is the building. Complaint is often heard 
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that inspecting officers look more to the building and 
furniture than to the actual teaching, as if bricks and 
wood possess all the virtues necessary to make education 
efficient and effective. Who does not know 
that for some «clefects in the school-house grants 
are often suspended, and sometimes schools are re- 
duced in status and occasionally threatened with 
abolition. 

“That more money is spent on buildings than is 
necessary has often been a matter of public complaint. 
In a country with the traditions of forest universities 
such a complaint cannot be said to thave no meaning. 
The large, rather the lavish, expenditure on school 
buildings has produced an undesirable impression 
on the minds of the people, which is responsible for 
the suggestion often made in several quarters that 
much of the increased educational allotments is 
deliberately wasted on houses and furniture in the 
name of efficiency with the result that the expansion 
of education has been extremely slow and does not 
satisfy the growing demand of the country for 
a wider diffusion of knowledge. In these circum- 
stances, 1 respectfully submit that it would be not 
a day too soon to take steps to minimize the 
cost of buildings. 

“From the reply given by Government to a 
question of mine on the subject, it appears that a 
Cost of Con- tYPe plan for Middle schools costs 
struction, Rs. 6,500 and the cost of construction 
of buildings for the Government High English Schools 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


185 


varies from Rs.1,06,000 to Rs. 1,42,000. These 
are astounding figures, of course, for a country whose 
poverty and ignorance make it imperative that its 
education should be as cheap as possible. It may 
be said that for private schools such heavy sums may 
not be necessary, but Government Schools are the 
models and departmental authorities will generally 
demand that private institutions should follow this 
model. It was to meet this demand that we had 
to spend a large sum of money on the buildings 
of the Satyabadi school unnecessarily without having 
a building, for we would then be misunderstood as 
trying to make a virtue of a necessity. Many 
distinguished officers of the department visited the 
school and seemed to have been favourably impressed 
with its open-air conditions, but none of them 
uggested any change in the school buildings which 
would reduce the cost of construction until 
Dr. A. Lankester, M. D. (London), on special duty for 
tuberculosis inquiry, Indian Research Fund Associa- 
tion, expressed his regret at our buildings being So 
out of harmony with the general open-air life. He 
writes :— 


‘In connection with my work, I am naturally 
interested to a special degree in all attempts to 
familiarize the people with the work under open-air 
conditions and it was delightful to see how thoroughly 
the-school was being run on simple open-air lines 
without any sacrifice of real efficiency. 
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‘It was difficult to avoid some feeling of regret 
that the new buildings necessitated by the recent 
affiliation of the school to the University should be 
of a character so different to the remainder of the 
school. One would have thought that these buildings 
also might have heen of asimpler character affording 
necessary protection under more completely open- 
air conditions.” 


The opinion of so eminent an authority gave 
us no small support and now we found ourselves in a 
position to continue our open-air work with some 
security and confidence. 1 may, however, be per- 
mitted here to take this opportunity to thank the 

Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Jennings, C.L.E., 
Government which visited the Satyabadi school 
Circulur, 1918. in his capacity as Director of Public 

Instruction, for his sincere and sympa- 
thetic appreciation of our work on open-air conditions 
and it is no small satisfaction to me that since his visit 
to the Satyabadi school, he has got a plan prepared 
for Primarv schools on open-air lines and forwarded 
copies thereof by his Circular letter of the 27th May, 
1918 to all Chairmen of District Boards of the 
province. But it is a pity that the matter did not 
proceed further and it did not receive the consideration 
of the local authorities to which it was undoubtedly 
entitled. It need hardly be said that the step taken 
by the Director of Public Instruction amounts 
to a practical acceptance of the system I propose. 
As a matter of fact, the Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Jennings 
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called his plan ‘the plan of the open-air Primary 
schools'. My resolution asks for a wider application 
of this plan and proposes to make the S econdary schools 
run on open-air lines. fn this I amin supported by 
another educational officer of thought and inde- 
pendence of judgement. Mr. R. McCombe, M.A., 
Inspector of Schools , Orissa Division, in his inspec- 
tion note on the Satyabadi Schoo! observes :— 


‘However, a valuable lesson has been learnt from 
the experiment here made. [It is clear that a High 
School in India can be sufficiently conducted through 
the greater part of the year in the open-air, provided 
it possesses a piece of land shaded by plenty of trees. 
And it appears that for use in the rains a building 
of the simplest description, consisting mainly of 
roof and partition wall is all that is required.’ 


“From the experience I have been able to gather 
by practical working and the suggestions received 
from the action and opinion of high educational and 
medical authorities, I think, I am now in a position 
to lay out a scheme for the formalion of open-air 
classes. Places of natural advantage should always be 
sought for the work. Almost every village in 
this country can afford one such spot. The shady 
mango topes in our rural areas would be exceedingly 
suited to characteristic open-air classes. Where 
natural shade is wanting, trees may be grown.” 
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“Buildings cannot, however, be dispensed with 
altogether. They would be necessary for wet weather. 
Buildingsne- But they should be of the simplest 
cessary. description. The wall should be 

only four feet high but the rooms 
should be separated by partition walls raised high up 
to the roof. The roof should be so sloped as to cover 
a spacious verandah outside the class. The root 
may be of any material, straw or tile, that may be cheap 
and available in the locality. A building of this 
duscription does not materially differ from the 
Hon'ble Mr. Jennings’ plan of open-air Primary 
schools, which also answers to the character and 
description of buildings indicated by Mr. Mc Combe. 
Some of the classes of the Satyabadi School are helu 
in buildings of this type and they are found to work 
comfortably.” 


“In a conference of the Deputy Inspectors of 
Schools of the Orissa Division, 1 was given the pleasure 
and privilege to propose planting of trees in School 
“compounds. It was accepted, and at the instance 
of the then Inspector of. Schools, Orissa Division, 
Mr. W. V. Duke, President of the Conference, the 
department has given effect to the proposal, for which 
I am sincerely thankful.” 


“Thus the steps hitherto taken by the department 
meet my resolution half wav. Its acceptance bv 
Government would only ‘encourage the (lepartiment 
to foliow up these steps further and would give edu- 
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cational officers the anthority, and the public the 
sanction, to work out the open-air idea with great 
completeness and courage.” 


“Not only in schools but also in hostels open- 
air lines should be followed. Hostels attached 
to Government High Schools are costly buildings. 

Consequently the boarders have {to 
Hostels pay a high rate of seat rents. The 

wisdom of the system is very doubtful. 
Most of our students come from villages where they 
live in thatched houses and huts. When they come 
to the school hostel, they find themselves under 
chauged conditions. The change may and does, 
no doubt, bring them greater comfort, which to most 
of them is a luxury. Tn a few years the boarder becomes 
so accustomed to living in such costly surround - 
ings that he probably begins to look down upon 
his own village and its people. Moreover, except 
avery few of thestudents, others in their afler- 
life are unable to afford to live in such costly quarters, 
and discontent throughout their lives is an inevilable 
result. It is certainly not a divine discontent’. { 
admit, education should raise thestandard of living— 
but plain living and high thinking should be a better 
and more desirable standard to be placed beiore our 
students. 


“I believe 1 have sufficiently explained the 
importance of an open-air school from economic 


considerations. lf the Government think that cost!’ 
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buildings will in the long run secure greater economy, 
they may raise such bui.dings. But the less the cost, 
{he better, and the savings thus made can be utilised 
in other directions, say on a library and on tuition, 
to effect real improvement in the efficiency of the 
school. 1 urge specially on behalf of private schools, 
I do not doubt that their management under comp- 
letely open-air conditions will remove in a con- 
siderable clegree the financial difficulties which they 
have to face in the beginning of their life and which 
in many cases render their develop ment almost impos- 
sible. 


“The importance of the sanitary consideration 


already indicated should not be overlooked. On this 
point | have to refer again to the 
Health ground: Satvabadi School, and J may be 
pardoned for such frequent refer- 


ences which in the circumstances of the case 
become unavoidable. Most of our boys are poor. 
They have to live on simple poor diet, but they are 
not poor in physique for all that. 1 respectfully invite 
your Honour to bear testimony to their physical 
strength and agility. They were free from influenza 
which was prevalent on all sides at their very door. 
If there be one thing more than another to which the 
healthy cheerful life of the Satyabadi students is due, 
I would unhesitatingly point to the fresh open-air in 
which they live, move and have their being. Allow 
me, Sir, to say that we have so long been 
courting insanitation, ill-health, dyspepsia, loss of 
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eve-sight and all such complaints at a very heavy price. 
Let us now pull down the walls of our schools so that 
our children may live a healthy and simple life in a 
freer atmosphere, as the children of nature. Let not 
the place of instruction give a sense of confinement to 
the child. Let it be at once his school, his playground, 
and his place of recreation. 


“As a place of instruction an open-air school 
is best suited for teaching almost all subjects that do 
not require experiment in a laboratory. Nature 
study which forms so important a part in a child's 
education, can be done successfully only outside 
the school room. An open-air schoo! affords greater 
scope to the teachsrs to carry on the direct method 
of teaching. lessons on poetry, drawing, bonany, 
hygiene can be imparted in gardens and groves in the 
open-air with better effect. Let the student seed 
living nature himself with his own eyes and enjoy 
the sweet sounds and serene beauties around him. 
Such a direct contact with nature would lend his lessons 
a lile and a force which would be utterly lacking in a ” 
closed classrooin. It would certainly expand his 
mind and bring it into communion with the ‘spirit 
which is in the wood’. Is this not a higher standard 
of living , worthy of being sought at the sacrifice of 
the luxury of living in a place ? 


‘‘Considered from any standpoint, an open-air 
school proves itself to be a distinct advantage. ‘It is 
strange’, says Mr. McCombe, ‘ihat it has taken so 
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many generations to make this discovery’. The 
discovery has, however been made, and a truth found 
out. It is now for the members of this Council and 
for vour Honour's Government either to receive or 
reject this truth.” 


The Hon‘ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“I {tharik the Government ‘or accepting the 
Resolution resolution, and | hope it will have a 
accepted. very good effect in the country.” 


“The resolution was put and agreed to. 


EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL MET IN 

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT PATNA ON 
TUESDAY, THE 4TH MARCH, |9 19. 


xX xX ),ଏ Xx 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“1 rise to oppose this motion. I have gone 
through the printed reply of the Hon'ble Member 
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in charge. Tt is very kind of him {to anticipate 
Resoiation of Rat that the resolution will be 
B - 
୍ଙ * Nravan unwelcome to the representatives 
Sinha recomme- of Orissa. [It will - 
nding the Govt. not only be un 
to sef apart Welcome, 1 say, to mvself, but also 
Rs. 10, ooof-for to the peopl! 

puinding Of people whom TI have the honour 
Provincial Muse- to represent, who would consider 
um of Industry & ; : 

Aoclcullare of it as the unkindest cut of all. Well, 
Bankipore from all my friends from Bihar claim here 
the proviston of he F f 
Rs. 2 Lakhs made that the province is to be a self-contained 
for the building unit. Thev urge that the Govern- 
of the Ravenshaw M 
Collegeat Cuttack Ment are bound by promise to make 
(Page-115} this province a self-contained one. 
But they should remember that one portion of the 
province should not be selfish. Well, has not Orissa 
reason to grudge ? When this province was 
formed, Your Honour’s predecessor in most 


clear terms announced that Orissa would have half of 


the attention of Government . Is not 
that assurance a sufficient pledge to 
Desire for a the people of Orissa, who always urge 
joe that the share of attention which has 
hither to been given to Orissa, does not 
justify the assurance? The province 


will have a University and Patna will be the University 
centre. Although Your Honour has more than 
once expressed your desire that Cuttack wil! be the 
second University centre and although Your 
Honour has given us hope to believe that within a 
measurable distance of time that hope will be ful- 
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filled, my friend, the Rai Babadur there, would 
like to have Rs. 10,000/- deducted from the 
allotment made in the budget for the college, the 


work of which has been held in abeyance for the 
last four vears on account of financial stringency. 
You have your University college ; vou have provision 
for Post-Graduate study here ; you want an Engineer- 
ing school to develop into an Engineering College , 
you want a Medical College for the province ; in the 
name of the province vou want precisely for Bihar, 
and vel vou desire to have Rs. 10,000/- deducted 
from the sum to which Government have pleased 
themselves for four vecars, for which plans and 
estimates are ready and all preliminary necessities 
have been settled. You will have your museum,elc., 
but poor Orissa will die for a morsel of food. We want 
a simple collegiate education ; but after you have satis- 
fied yourselves with collegiate education vou want 
technical education. Is that fair ? 1 oppose this 
resolution with all the emphasis that I can command. 
The reply of the hon'ble member which has been placed 
on {the table gives me some solace and satisfaction.” 


11. The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : uimoved 
the following resolutions :— 


“That this Council recommends to the Lieu- 
tenant Governor in Council that in the budget 
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for 1919—20 a sum of one lakh of rupees be 


Resolution dema- 

nding to make allotted for the supply of drinking 
provisionof n 

Rupees one Water in the Puri Municipality, and 
Lakh to provide . 

drinking water that this amount be obtained by cur- 


vine tailing Rs.50,000:- from Police, 
(Page 129). 
Rs. 20,000/- froin Politicai , Rs. 20,000:- from Jails 


aud Rs. 10,000/- from l.and Revenue.” 
He said : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“At the last meeting of the Council we passed 
an Act to prevent adulteration of food. The Act 
is meant in the first instance to operate in towns. 
This was done for the reason that many of our towns 
are sources of diseases and need careful safeguard for 
sanitation. In towns like Puri and Gaya where 
large nuinbers of pilgrims of various classes and 
circuinstances come daily from different parts of 
the country, the necessity of such safeguards is quite 
obvivus. But uimere preventive imeasures Will not 
do. Provision should he made for a positive supply 
ot the necessaries of iife in the purest form possibic 
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“Pure water is a more prime and a greater 
necessity of life than food. One would naturally 
expect that it had been sufficiently provided. 
for before a Food Adulteration Act is passed. 
In many of our municipalities the supply of 
pure drinking water has become a pressing neces- 
sity. Your Honour knows what serious consequences 
ensued in Balasore during the last two years for 
want of good drinking water. I may, however 
take this opportunity to thank your Honour for 
the voluntary contribution. Your Honour was pleased 
to make for the sanitary improvement of that town, 
though the grant has largely to be supplemented 
before any substantial improvement could be effected. 
I sincerely trust the sanitary question of Balasore 
has engaged the serious attention of Government. 


“My present resolution relates to the Puri 
town. Puri is the greatest pilgrim centre in India. 
It is with regard to this most important and ancient 
place of pilgrimage that Sir W. W. Hunter observed 
about 50 years ago. The squalid pilgrim army of 
Jagannath with its rags and skin and hair 
freighted with vermin and impregnated with infec- 
tion, may any year slay thousands of the most talented 
and most beautiful of our age in Vienna, London or 
Washington.” Circumstances have, however changed 
considerable since this observation was made. With 
regard to some fell diseases, for instance influenza, 
the tide of infection has now turned back from western 
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cities upon our Indian towns and villages, but 
the influences of the city of Jagannath are as 
wide as far-reaching as ever. Much has been done 
but there remains much room still for improvement 
of the sanitary conditions of this town. The Govern- 
ment are, however, conscious of their responsibilities 
inthe matter. Schemes for water-supply and drainage 
have long been under their consideration and costly 
experiments have aiready been made ; but the work 
has not yet been done. The drainage scheme has 
for the present been practically abandoned. But the 
question of water-supply is a matter of greater urgency 
and importance in which delay nay be dangerous. 


“So far as I understand, the subject first received 
the attention of Government in {904 and the scheme 
received aduiministrative sanction in 1908. The 
then Government contributed one lakh of rupees 
towards the working out of the scheme. About 
Rs. 25,000/- was given by the Puri Lodguig House 
Fund and a few thousand rupees were obtained from 
public subscription. I understand a large portion 
of the money has already been spent in aquiring 
lands, in sinking wells and making other experiments. 
Since the sanction of the scheme it lias undergone 
considerable modification, and there has been an 
increase in the estimate of the cost of construction, 
which now stands at over four lakhs. Sanitary 
authorities have repeatedly pressed for undertaking 
the work without further delay, and I respectfully 
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submit, Sir in view of the growing importance of this 
town, the work should not be postponed any longer. 
Puri has now become an important health resort. 
Many people suffering from malaria, tuberculosis 
and such other diseases come to Puri for change, 
Your Honour’s Short stay during summer has added 
not a little to the importance of this little historic town. 
In these circumstances one has to be surprised to 
think that the scheme of water supply has not yet been 
an accomplished fact, though ten years have 
elapsed since it was sanctioned by Government. Plan 
and estimates are ready, the site has been selected 
and initial experiments made; in short all the 
necessary preliminaries have been gone through. 


There is now no reason for further delay. 


“As 1 have already said the work would require 
over four lakhs of rupees. The amount cannot be 
allotted in any one vear’s budget. It has 
to be met gradually. The Puri Municipality is not 
in a position to make any contribution towards this 
amount ; it is now so heavily in debt which it has 
incurred on account of the drainage scheme. The 
Municipality has repeatedly prayed for additional 
grants for the water-works. War conditions are now 
over; the Hon’ble the Finance Memb 
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expressed the opinion that the restrictions on 
expenditure which have heen necessary in the past 
four vears ought now to be relaxed. T submit, Sir, 
now is the time for the extension of works of public 
utility, and the claim of the Puri town for a supply 
of pure drinking water should no longer be deferred. 


“There will be another advantage if the work is 
undertaken this year. It would be a sort of relief 
work and would supply labour to a large number of 
people who would otherwise be seriously affected 
by the scarcity which is gradually becoining more 
intense and acute in parts of the Puri district to which 
many distressed people from the neighbouring ieu- 
datory states have already begun to flock in quest of 
labour. 


“IT hope the Couiicil will not grudge an allot iment 
of one lakh of rupees for the sanitary improvement of 
the town in which ali India is interested. Tf the 
Government make up their mind to undertake the work 
quickly , they may find money from any source. {1 
however venture to make my own suggestion as to 
how the amount could be obtained. 


“The total expenditure on Police is estimated 
at Rs.55,15,000:-, showing an increase of Rs.4,91,000/- 
over the actuals of 1917-18 and an increase of about 
iwo lakhs over the Revised Estimates of the current 
year. I submit, Sir, there is no justification for 
this increase. The war is now over, and in a few 
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months the Defence of India Act will ceaseto operate. 
The necessity for strengthening the Criminal Insvesti- 
gation Department and of the special police force 
practicallv no longer exists. The gradual ‘ncrease 
of expenditure on Police is not a fair comment on 
the peaceful and law-abiding character of the 
people of Bihar and Orissa. At any rate the 
conditions in Orissa do not warrant any increase 
whatever, and it would certainly not be unreasonable 
to demand a proportionate curtailment of the increase 
of two lakhs, and the proportion may be fixed at one 
fourth of the hole so far as Orissa is concerned. 


“The budget under Jails shows an increase 
of Rs. 2,65,000/- over the actuals of 1917-18, and 
an increase of Rs.2,50,000’/- over the present budget. 
The charges in connection with the seditionist prisoners 
have swelled enormously. We ail confidently hope 
that the number of such prisioners will fall very soon, 
and the expenditure proposed under this particular 
item may be fixed at Rs. 79,000/- instead of Rs.99,000. 
This reduction without affecting the Jail Department 
will give us Rs.20,000/- for a humanitarian purpose. 


“Another sum of Rs.20,000'’- may be obtained 
from the head Political. The expenditure on this 
head should not properly he made a charge on the 
provincial revenue. The tributes paid by the 
feudatorv states go to the Imperial revenue and the 
representatives of the British Indian tax-payers in 
this Council are not allowed to raise 
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any question regarding this department. Leaving 
aside the question of principle, one would however 
be struck with the sudden increase of 
expenditure on this head by Rs. 24,000/-. Provision 
has been made for an additional Political Agent, to 
which the increase is chiefly due. There has been 
one Political Agent since the creation of the office, 
and the one and the same man has been allowed 
to remain there for over twelve years. During 
his absence the present Additional Political 
Agent was alone discharging the duties perhaps with 
geater success and wider satisfaction. There is 
no reason why two officers should be employed 
in the same office the duties of which were so long 
discharged by one. I submit, Sir, Rs.20,000/- 
may safely be diverted from this head. 


“Mv last suggestion is that Rs. 10,000/- 
may be taken from the land revenue. The two 
items under this head namely, Minor Settlement 
operations and other settlement operations, have 
Rs.15,000 - allotted to each. During the next 
year which will be a year of scarcity more or less 
throughout the province, Settlement operations of 
any kind should not be undertaken. So there can 
be no cbjection to a portion of the allotment being 
spent on a work which would help also a 
large number of people in their distress. 


“With these words I beg to move the resolution 
standing in my name and trust it will meet with the 
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acceptance of Your Honour’s Government which 
has already recognised the necessity and importance 
of the sanitary improvement of the city of Jagannath, 
the insanitation of which may injuriously affect 
not only the people of the town itself but of the whole 
of India and, as Sir William Hunter said, may 
“dcvastate households, sack cities, and mark its 
line of march by a broad black track across three 
continents.” 


× xX v 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“In reply I have only to say that I was strictly 
in very serious moor! when I suggested the various 
heads from which the expenditure might be met. 
I never place anything before the Council of which 
Iam not entirely convinced. I have indicated the 
reasons in support of the deductions which I proposed 
in my resolution should be made from the different 
heads. I know the Government are anxious to push 
on the work, and that is why I press the matter before 
the Government to make provision this vear. 
I have stated before that the preliminaries have all 
been settled, and that is why I would propose an 
allotment to be made for the undertaking of the work. 
The Hon’ble Member in charge introduced the Bill 
to prevent the adulteration of food; I am sure my 
‘resolution for pure drinking-water will have his 
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perfect sympathy . I have no doubt about that. 
But my contention is that generally any question 
regarding Orissa, although it is under the consideration 
of Government, finds its solution only after great 
delay. I refer to the Engineering School ques- 
tion; it is a question which has been before the 
Government for about 12 or 16 years. I am told 
everytime that it is under the consideration 
of Government. In the case of water-supply for 
Puri, I am now told that it is under the consideration 
of experts. Considerations are no doubt very good 
things ; the more mature they are the better. 
But have we to live only on considerations ? The 
old adage says : ‘the woman who deliberates much, 
does not conceive’. [I am afraid this is a question now 
of ten years’ standing. One or two years more and 
it will be barred by limitation. At any rate I take the 
assurance of Government that the matter has been 
receiving their consideration and believe it, but ny 
only prayer is, let not twelve years elapse before the 
scheme is finally settled and before we get pure 
drinking-water in the holy city. With these words 
I beg to withdraw the resolution.” 


xX xX X 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“[ beg to give my support to this resolution.” 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu .Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


I beg to support this resolution. Besides the 
two colleges that we have at Muzaffarpur and at 
Puri, the toils in this province are too few to be suffi- 
cient for the supervision of a Superintendent and two 
Assistant Superintendents. The pay of the Superinten- 

dent and the Assistant Superintendents 
Regarding the amounts to Rs. 9,0009/- a year. If 
resolution of we add to this amount their travelling 
Rui  Buhadur allowances, it would come up to say 


Dwarakanath Rs. 10,000.-. I doubt if we spend 
for making pro- an equal amount for the tols that they 
vision of have to supervise. It is really a matter 


Rs. 25,000/- of satisfaction that special attention 
by the Sanskrif is given to Sanskrit and other orien- 
Associatiuns for tal studies in this province. The 
giving grants people as well as the Government 


to Sanskril have recognized the importance of 
tols. these studies ; but unless we mul- 
(Puge- 141; tiply the number of tols, mere profes- 


sion of our sympathy for oriental 
studies will not go very far to really help the cause 
of Sanskrit or Persian learning. 


“I heartily support the resolution of the Hon’ble 
Member and I hope that the matter will receive the 
Government’s full consideration. At any rate the 
number of tols should be sufficient to justify the 
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appointment of the Superintendent and the Assistant 
Superintendents." 


xX X NX 


EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF A 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL MET IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT PATNA 
ON TUESPAY, THE Ist APRIL, |919. 
Xx X xX 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

“Will the Govern meut be pleased tostate — 
Terminal Tax “'(a) at what stage {the proposal tor 
tor Puri. the imposition of a terininal tax for 
(Page 254). Puri is now pending ; 


*“(b) when, if at all, it is likely to be given 
effect to ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sifton replied : 


“Gcvernment are taking power for the imposition 
of a terminal tax at Puri in the amendment of the 
Lodging House Act which they hope to introduce 
during the next session of the Council.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 

(i) when the Bengal Timber Trading Company were 

Fe first allowed to work in the forest 

Bengal Timbo! of the Singhbhum District, (ii) the 

Trading Compan¥ forest divisions included in their lease, 

i (iii) who were working in these furests 
I before ? 
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“(b) Is il a fact (i) that the Bengal Timber 
Trading Company have been given a monopoly, and 


liave bcen assured against all competition ; and 
(i) thal the Indian contractors who were pioneers 
in the field, have been pushed aside in spite of their 
readiness to pay higher rates ? 

‘‘(¢c) Are the Government aware of an order 
recently issued on the Indian contractors who were 
supplying timbers and sleepers to the Munitions 
Board to the effect that they could get work only on 
condition that they would saw B. G. sleepers ex- 
clusively and sell them all to the Bengal Timber 
Trading Company only 2? 

“(d\ JIsita fact that the Bengal Timber Trading 
Company will! have their lease renewed again ? 
If so, when ? 

‘“(e) Will the Governmerit be pleased to direct 
the adoption by the Forest Department of the system 
cf public auction in leasing out the coupes in 
preference to settling them with an individual firm 2?” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Hubback replied : 

‘“(a) (i) and (ii) The company first obtained a 
lease in the Samta and Koina ranges of the Singh- 
bhum forest division in 1909. In 1912 they obtained 
a further lease of the Porahat forests then in the 
same division but now a Separate forest division. 


“(iii) Various petty timber contractors. 


“(b) (i) and (ii) The company have a monopoly 
for the periods of their jieases, which both run 


to the 30th June, 1920, with the option of a 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


207 


renewal till the 30th June, 1925, provided the company 
construct a saw-mill and lay down a tram-way. The 
leases were granted tothe company because it was 
found that the auction system failed to get rid of 
the outturn on favourable terms and that under it the 
full yield which, in the interests of the forests should 
have been cut, was not being cut. The question was 
not merely one of rates but of the amount of capital 
available and of the ability of the lessees to cut the 
quantities, which the economical working of the forests 
required. 


‘“(c) Government understand that some such 
order was issued , but are not fully informed of the 
source and precise terms of the order. 


“(d) The conditions regarding renewal are stated 
in the answer to (b). 


‘“(e) The auction system is generally in force. 
‘The question of applying it to these forests will be 
considered in due course.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“In reply to my question on the 7th March, 1917, 
regarding reconstitution of forests in the Khurda 
Subdivision, the Government said that 
Rulesfor the the Commissioner had been asked to 
Management of Sybhmit, in consultation with the Conser- 
Khurdua forest l 

OAS. vator of Forests, detailed rules for the 
management of demarcated and un- 

demarcated forest areas. 
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“Will the Government be pleased to state --- 


‘“(i) if these rules have been framed ; and 


“(ii) Gif they intend to publish them for public 


criticism before they are finally approved by Govern- 
ment 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hubback replied : 


‘‘(:) Yes. 

“(ji) The rules finally approved by the Local 
Government have already been published in Part-II 
of the Bihar and Orissa Gazette of the 22nd Januarv, 
1919. Rules framed under Section 31 of the 
Forest Act are not published previous to notification.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘‘Will the Government he pleased to state — 


Oe de ‘“{a) If His Honour the Lieutenant- 
e < . 

I nis Honour Governor received a memorial from the 
r egardin € people of Khurda during his last visit 


scarcity, elc. 
to the Chilka lake ; 


“(b) The points raised in tlhe meinorial ; and 
“(c) The order, if any, which the Government 
have been pleased to pass on each of the points ?”’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hubback replied : 


‘“(u) and (A) : It is presumed that the memorial 
is that dated the 25th December, 1918 in which the 
following requests were preferred :—- 
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“({) that early measures be organised for the 
relief of the famine and that remission of rents be made ; 

“(ij] that the manufacture of Salt in the Chilka 
Lake be revived ; 


“(iii) that forest boundaries be altered and laid 
down at a safe distance from the inhabited parts with 
a view to secure convenience and safety to the villages 
and that panchayat system be introduced in the forest 
administration ; 

‘“(iv) that a Munsif’s Court be established at 
Khurda.” 

“(c) A report has heen called for from the 
Commissioner on items (iii) and (iv). The other items 
arc already receiving attention.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
‘Will the Government be pleased :— 


‘“(a) to state (1) the number of teachers and 
inspecting officers in the Education Department 
of the Province, who have passed the 
Number of} Ent Matriculati E inati 
fenehore and ntrance or Matriculation Examination 
insperting offi- or who were plucked in the F.A. or 
cers who have l.A. or 1L.Sc. Examinations, (2) 
passed only En“ whether these teachers and inspecting 
trance or Matricu- cc. pgs 
lation Examina- Officers of equal qualifications are 
tion. treated on an equal footing with regard 
to their pay and promotion; and 


“(b) to lay on the table a copy of the rules 
regulating the pay and prospects of these officers ?”’ 
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The Hon’bte Mr. McPherson replied : 


“(a (I) The number is 129. 


“(2) Forty-nine are inspecting officers and 80 
are teachers. Of {he former, 39 are members of the 
subordinate educational service and 10 are outside the 
grades. The 39 officers in thesubordinate educational 
service were appointed tn that service before it was 
decided that none but graduates shouid he recruited 
as sub-inspectors. They are eligible for promotion to 
class V, but, not further as their qualifications are not 
adequate for deputy inspectorships. The remaining 
10 officers were recruited for posts in the lower sub- 
ordinate educational service and have now been 
given special posts on rupees 50,40, 30 or 25. They wil! 
be promoted to the subordinate educational service if 
they pass the intermediate examination. 


“Of the &0 teachers, 1? are in the subordinate 
educational service, 26 in the vernacular teachers 
service and 42 outside the grades. All those in the 
subordinate educational service have other qualifications 
besides the Matriculalion and are eligible for 
promotion to any grade in the service. The 26 
teachers in the vernacular teachers service may 
rise to the top of that service (Rs.50). The teachers 
outside the grades mav alsn rise to Rs. 50/- in upgraded 
posts, the value of such posts being rupees 50, 40, 30 
or 25, as already stated, and they will be promoted to 
the subordinate educational service if they pass the 
Intermediate Examination. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


211 


“(b) There are no ruies dealing specially with 
non-graduates.”’ 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased {to state 
for the infor mation of the Council — 


‘“(a) the number and names of public bodies or 


Number and associations in the Province which are 

names of public i 

bodies or asso- recognised by Government, indicating 

ciations in Bihar I | 

and Orissa re- the period of standing of each and the 

cognised by I na 

Government. object for which it was instituted ; 
“(b) the rights and privileges of such bodies ; 


and 


“(c) the rules, if any, for the recognition of 
public bodies 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson replied : 


“A list* of the leading associations of the Province 
recognized hy Government for purposes of consultation 
and the like is laid on the table. There are besides 
numerous district associalions most of which are 
branches of the corresponding provincial or divisional 
associations. Recognition is not a formal malter and 
does not carry any parlicular rights or privileges. 
Government use their discretion in consulting these 
associations, regard being paid io their constitution, 


* Appendix—G. 
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the nature of the subject under consultation and other 
considerations. There are no hard and fast rules to 
regulate {he matter.” 


Xx Xx ଏ 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“It is with much pleasure that I offer my sincere 
congratulations to the Hon’ble the Finance Member 
Budget Speech ol the interesting and well-considered 
Page-284 budget he has presented to the Council, 
for the second time. [It is characterised by his usual 
tone of sympathy and sincerity and possessing, as 
it docs, in the language of the Hon’ble meniber 
himself, the outstanding feature of the relaxation of the 
restrictions on expenditure which have been necessary 
in the past four years. It comes as a great relief after 
the continued financial stress and stringency under 
which we had to work so long. [It is no small satis- 
faction to the people to be assured that the Govern ment 
would henceforward continue the course of progressive 
and beneficial expenditure which has long been marked 
out aS necessary to the prosperity and (development of 
the Province. Alter this assurance from {the hon’ble 
member I do not feel inclined to deal with the ex- 
penditure side of the bitdget. In moving mv resolution 
in the last meeting for thePuri wate r-works I 
briefly touched some heads of expenditure. I 
quite recognize that although the war is now over, 
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the normal economic conditions cannot So soon 
be restored and it would not be fair toclaim for the 
Finance Member any greater degree of freedom in 
making allotments for different departments than 
he has been able to show in framing the budget. 
1 hope, Sir, when the Government has a breathing 
time it will be our turn to press with greater force the 
claims of departments, on the expansion and imp- 
rovement of which the well-being and advance ment 
of the people depend. 


“Allow me, Sir, only to make a few observations 
on the revenue side of the budget. Here I would 
hasten to assure the Hon'ble the Finance Member 
at the outset that in examining the financial position of 
the Province in my last budget speech I liad 
not the slightest impression that the Hon’ble member 
had some sinister motives in selecting the figures for 
the last preceding three years to illustrate the improve- 
ment in our revenues. What I meant was that since 
the creation of the Province its revenues had been 
so fluctuating that its financial stability could not be 
safely relied upon. Act I still hold that it is not 
always safe to be too Saiiguine over our estirnates of the 
revenues. In the year which has just passed, in [ive 
out of the seven principal heads of revenues the Revised 
Estimate has fallen short of the estiinate. Increase 
on the estimate is only seen in Excise and Forests. 

E xcise It is often said thal increase in Excise 
Revenue revenue is a proof of the prosperity of 
the people. [Is this inference defensible 
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in the present case ? Here is a people that could not 
pay its tax and rates on lands which is its mainstay 
but has consumed a larger quantity of excisable 
articles. Is this the sign of prosperity ? Whatever 
may be said in defence of the maintenance and 
expansion of Excise, the truth is that the poorer 
section of the community contributes more towards 
the receipt under this head, and the comparatively 
well-to-do people when they unfortunately happen 
to pay to this department, gradualiy become poor 
and continue to pay Excise. Iam afraid 1 may be told 
that il is a trite theme which with the non-reiter ation 
by the representatives of the people, should not mini- 
mize its gravity and importance as a subject which 
vitally affects their well-being and character. It 
rather shows the anxiety and solicitude on the part of 
the thoughtful and educated class to eradicate the evil 
which is not only increasing poverty in the country 
but is sapping the vitality of our race. I did not 
tough on this subject in any of my previous 
budget speeches. Last year when my Hon'ble 
frend Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath discussed this 
subject in his budget speech the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member made a reply which almost expressed the 
utter helplessness of Government in the matter. The 
two important reasons stated in the reply were fear of 
opposition and loss of revenue. I wish the Govern- 
ment showed such consideration to all popular opposi- 
tions. But when thev are determined on a certain 
course of action they generally do it in the teeth of 
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opposition from the people. Are we to understand 
that the opposition from drunkards and opium-eaters 
and also from the aborigines is to be more dreaded and 


respected than that proceeding from the educated and 
soberminded public ? 


“Excise no doubt yields a large revenue. In 
fact the increase under this head is the largest of all 
other receipts. In 1913-14 it was less than Land 
Revenue by nearly 2 lakhs and in the present budget 
for 1919-20 it is estimated at an amount greater 
than Land Revenue by 5 lakhs, showing an increase of 
nearly 11 lakhs within a period of seven years. {1 
admit the revenue under this head greatly helps tlhe 
Govern ment in finding money for expenditure on other 
useful purposes. But this policy of robbing Petter 
to pay Paul or to put it more pointedly by an Indian 
adage, of killing a cow to make a gift of shoes to a 
Brahman, is not an admirable policy to follow. 
Since our discussion of the iast budget the United 
States of America have shown to the world that it 
is not impossible to eradicate the evil in one dav. 
In certain spheres of life changes and reforms are 
only possible when effected not piecemeal but by a 
single stroke. 


“The Advisory Committees have not produced 

the desired result, and such half-hearted measures 
Prokibition will never go a great way in securing 

recommended. the object aimed at. 1sincerely believe 
if the Government be really anxious 
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over the matter and rcadv to sacrifice a portion of its 
revenue they will find necessary means and measures 
for an effective prohibition. By such a prohibition 
the Government will not be a loser. The temporary 
loss of revenue will be sufficiently and surely made up 
hy the increase in the nimber of healthy, sober and 
provident people who would be vahiahle assets to any 
siate. 


“Another head of revenue Which is showing 
steady increase in forests. This is satisfactory. But 
the administration of this department often causes 
much hardship and trouble to the mass of the people. 
In some localities the forest areas are so constituted 
that it becomes extremely difficult for 
the ignorant villagers to strictly observe 
the rules, which are generally interpreted by the 
subordinate local officers in such a manner as would 
bring the villagers under their grip. It is a well- 
known fact that the low class poor people suffer 
most by the working of the Forest Department. They 
used to maintain themselves mainly by fuels and 
forest produce of which they have now been practically 
deprived. In this connection I may be permitted 
to refer to the forest question of the Khurda subdivision 
In certain villages the forest areas are demarcated 
so close tothe inhabited paris that the lives of the 
residents and their cattle are always in danger ; 
and as a matter of fact, volves and tigers have caused 
loss of life and property to households in some of 


Forest 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


217 


these localities. 1 respectfully pray that the 
Panchayat system may be introduced in the forest 
administration throughout the province so that the 
low-paid unscrupulous under-officers ot the depart- 
ment cannot be the absolute masters of the situation. 


“Now, Sir, while speaking on the budget at a 
time when the province is passing through an 


[ economic crisis i 
Fond crear m Ia I cannot pass over this 
city and relief. subject of widespread scarcity which 


is daily growing in intensity and 
extent. Last year when we met here for the final 
discussion of the budget, the war reached its most 
critical stage. Nobody then knew, though all 
wished .very sincerely, that it would end so soon. 
The end has however come to the great glory 
and honour of the allied arms and for the safety and 
happiness of the human race. People in this 
country suffered in many ways from the effects of 
the war. It was expected that upon the close of the 
war the conditions would soon change. But to 
the disappointment and misfortune of the whole 
country uinavy of the whole world, one calamity has 
been succeeded by another. After the war, came 
influenza which has been again followed by the 
failure of crops. in the province of Bihar and Orissa 


with which we are immediately concerned, excepting 
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a few favoured spots almost all the districts are more 
or less affected. Rice is selling at a price 
which is more than double the rate ina 
normal vear. Hundreds of people cre now leaving 
their homes for Assam and other fields of labour. 
The price of clothes and other necessaries of life 
are as high as before. In short the pressure of living 


is daily increasing, and the difficulties 
High prices- will thicken still more ‘during the 
summer months when the scarcity 
of water will add to the gravity of the situation. I 


thank Your Honour for your keen and anxious watch- 
fullness over the situation which was ex pressed 
in Your Honour's speech made in this Council 
on the 22nd of January last. District officers have 
no doubt been instructed to take speedy measures 
where necessary, and I donot doubt that the Govern- 
ment fullv realise their responsibilities on the 
occasion and are sincerely anxious to help the people 
in the best way they can at this present crisis. But 
I am afraid that correct and accurate information of 
the develop ment in the situation do not often reach 
the Government in time. Even the district officers 
do riot receive precise timely information about 
some of the out-of the wavy tracts of their districts. 
The defect of the present agency for supplying 
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information to the authorities has often been commented 
upon, though it has still to continue for want of a better 
substitute. 1 would suggest that an Advisory Com- 
mittee may be formed in each of the affected districts 
with members to be selected by the district officer from 
different parts of the district and with the district 
officer himself as its president. Such a committee 
will involve no expenditure. The members will 
willingly work in the interests of their respective 
localities, and will keep the district officers informed 
about the actual condition of their people and may 
suggest particular measures to be adopted in particular 
areas. I think committees of this kind were insti- 
tuted sometime ago to advise the district officers 
on the priority of certificates to be issued for the 
transport of local goods, and they did useful work to 
serve the purpose for which they were established. 


‘Wherever I have come among the mass in 
rural areas in some of the districts of Orissa and Chota- 
Nagpur I have always been asked to press the 
Government for the opening of rice-golas at important 
centres of the district for sale st a standard rate. 
This may be done by the Government themselves 
or by District Boards and Municipalities. The 
action onthis line taken by Government with regard 
to the sale of cloth produced a healthy and beneficial 
result, for which Your Honour’s Government deserve 
the sincere gratitude of the people. The difficulty 
at thie present moment is that people in possession of 
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stocks of paddy do not sell, and wait for a harder time 
when thw can demand a rate of their own. The 
rate ouch1 to be fixed with due regard to the purchasing 
power of the people, which varies largely 
in different districts and in the different 
areas of the same district. Another point which 
1 would urge in this connection and in 
Need for price which I have the strongest support of 
control and s PF 
export control. MY people is the control of iood-stuffs 
and the restriction on exports. It is no 
flattery when | say that the people of this province, 
and to he more certain and definite, the people of Orissa 
sincerely appreciate Your Honour’s sympathy and 
wisdom as a popular administrator for voicing forth 
their own thoughts and wishes in the speech above 
referred to. on the following clear terms :— 


“The main difficulty in the way of leuving trade 
unrestricted lies in the varying economic conditions 
of different tracts. The workers in mills, for instance, 
can alford to pay {far higher prices than ill-paid labour- 
ers inthe more backward tracts, and if exports are 
unrestricted, the latter tracts might be denuded of their 
reserves of food which it would be difficult, if not 
impossible to replace later on.” 


“I earnestly pray that this Government will 
press this fact upon the Government of India who, 
it is hoped, will in view of the peculiar economic 
conditions of most of the districts of this province 
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and especially of Orissa, allow the Local Government 


to have the full control of their food-stuffs. 


‘‘The consideration of the condition of the 
people naturally leads me to the subject of 
co-operative societies and cottage industries, of which 


I spoke in my budget speech last year. 

.., dit gives me sincere satisfaction to see 
Co-operative 

Societies. the progress made by thc co-operative 


movement in Orissa during the year and the appoint- 
ment of a special officer for the improvement of 
the te xtile industries. Itis needless tosay that weaving 
has from time immemorial been the chief cottage 
industry in this country but most of the handlooin- 
weavers have, under the peculiar econoniic 
pressure caused by foreign influences, been driven 
out of their family occupation and are now reduced 
to extreme poverty. A movement organized for the 
revival of the industry will not only help a dying 
community but will foster a spirit for new industries 
among our artisan classes. This movement should 
proceed hand in hand with the co-operative movement, 
and if conducted in a spirit of sympathy and with 
popular support, is sure to go a great way in bringing 
about an industrial regeneration in our rural areas. 


Il cannol, however, help regretting here that no 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


222 


step has yet been taken for the revival of salt-manu- 
Industrial facture in Orissa. The sympathy 
Registrations Shown by the Government in this 
matter and your Honour’s reply on 
the subject to the address of the people of Balasore 
and the subsequent visit {to the Chilka lake gave us 
almost an assurance that the work would be 
undertaken this summer, when it would have given 
much relief to the people affected by the present 
scarcity. Salt-manufacture is now going on in the 
Contai Subdivision in Bengal. There the authoritics 
did not take a long time to start the work when they 
recognized its mecessity and usefulness. Better 
late than never. Let me however hope to 
see the salt manufacture revived in the Chilka 
befure the close of the year. I venture to urge here 
that if salt can he manufactured in the Contai Sub- 
division so contiguous to Balasore, there is no reason 
why the manufacture should not be profitably revived 
on the coast of that district. At any rate, the matter 
deserves a careful enquirv. 


“Manv as are the grievances of our people, I 
do not wish to dilate on them here as {the sad and 
dreadful situation should now absorb all our thoughts 
and interests, and because we are on the eve of 
important constitutional changes which, when intro- 
duced, will give the people larger power in the ad- 
ministration and with thereby enable them to redress 
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their own grievances in a considerable measure. What- 
ever the effects of the proposed reforms may be, it is” 
confidently hoped, as it has been authoritatively 
declared that the responsible Government will begin 
in the provinces in the first instance. It need hardly be 
said that the success of the reforms depends upon the 
sympathetic and wholehearted co-operation of the 
Government officials with the represe- 


a ntatives or thc people. Com ments have 
Reforms. appeared in the press on the attitude 


of the Civil Service which is said 
to be opposed to the reform proposals. It is 
to be regretted that there should be occasion for such 
comuinents. But for aught we say, the Civil Service 
deserves credit for what they have done in this country. 
Great as is the work the Service has rendered, the task 
which now lies before is still greater. Let us then 
work, officials and non-officials, in a generous spirit 


of fellowship and brotherliness to pave the way tor 
reforms, which will lead the people to their destiny.” 


® XK < 
EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
AT RANCH! ON FRIDAY, 
THE 29TH AUGUST, 1919. 
> XN 


The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Famine “Will the Government be pleased to staie-— 
statement. (1) The districts which are more or less 
affected by scarcitv, distress or famine ; 
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“(2) The number of gratuitous relief centres 
open in each of these districts giving (i) the 
source or sources from which funds are 
supplied tor such relief; (if) the amount 
contributed by each source and the amount 
actually spent up to the end of June last, and 
(iif) the number of persons receiving gratuitous 
relief in each of these centres, 

“(3) the amount of Takavi advanced in each 
district ; 

(4) the amount spent on relief work stating 
how much has been paid by the Government and how 
much by local bodies ; 


“(5) the number of deaths in each of the 
districts during May, June and July last as compared 
with the number in the two previous vears in the 
corresponding months 2?” 

The Hon'bte Mr. Hubback replied : 


“A statement* containing the information, 
as far as available, is laid on the table.” 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Is it a fact that the members of the sub- 


Memortal submi- ordinate executive service have submitted 
ited by members 


of the subordi- ad memorial to the Govern ment 
nate exrecuiive 


service in regard for raising the pay and prospects of 
to their pay and | 
prospects. (P-359) the service #7 


© FS Appendix—6 
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“(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state if they have passed any order on the memorial ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Rainy replied : 


“(a) Yes. 
‘{b) Their memorials are still under con- 
sideration.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government be pleased to state -— 
“(i) jin which of the colleges of the 


Increase 9! province, tuition fees have been 
tuition fees in € 
colleges. P. 259 raise; 


“(ii) the rate of increase in different classes in 
each of these colleges; 

‘“(iii) the number of students admitted this 
session into the first anc third vear classes of each 
of the colleges of the province as compared with the 
numbers in the preceding two years 2?” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Rainy replied : 


“({) Tuition fees have heen raised at the Patna 
College, the Ravenshaw College, the Greer 
Bhumihar Brahaman College, the Bihar National 
College and the Diamond Jubilee College. 

(ri) A statement * is laid on the table. 

“(iii) A statement** is laid on the table.” 


* Appendix-—T 
** Appendix—U 
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The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


“Will the Government he pleased to state — 


“(/) The number of free-studentships in 
Free-student- the different colleges of the 
ships in Province ; 
Colleges. P 360 ‘““(i/) The dates of their institution ; 
“(iifi) The nuinber of students in each 
college when these free-studentships were first created 
and the present number ?” 


The Hon’bte Mr. Rainy replied : 


“A statement* embodying the available 
information is laid on the table.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


‘“(a) Is it a fact that the hostel fees have been 
increuse of raised in some colleges ? 
hostel fees 

“(b6) If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state the names of the colleges and the rate of 
the increase ?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Rainy replied : 


“(a) and (b) Except in the Tej Narayan Jubilee 
Colleve where a seat rent of Re. 1 was introduced last 
vear for the first time, hostel fees have not been 
raised at any college. They have been reduced at 
the Patna and Ravenshaw Colleges, but the governing 
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bodies have been empowered to levy an additional 
charge to cover the cost of servants, renewal 
of furniture and contingencies, which was previously 
borne partiy by Government and partly by the 
students themselves, but with which in future Govern- 
ment will have no concern. The hostel fees now. 
levied, plus this additional charge, are less (han the 
combined fees under the system previously in force.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopahandhu Das asked : 


“(«u) Has the attention of the Government 
been cdirawn {1o the article ‘Oriya in Singhbhuin’ 
Orie ie Sieh published in THE ORIYA of the 
bhum Pp. 360 Gth August, 1919 ? 


‘*(b) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if any action has been taken upon the resolution of the 
Singhbhum Utkal Sabha quoted in the article 2? 


‘“(c) Is it a fact that Oriyas of different 
villages of the Singhbhum District have made petitions 
to the Deputy Commissioner for the establishment of 
Oriya Primary schools in their localities ? 

‘“(d) Will the Government be pleased to 
state how many such petilions the Deputy Coimmis- 
sioner received up to the end of July last 2” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Rainy replied : 
“(a) The answer is in the aliirmative. 
‘“(b) The Divisional Inspector of Schools was 
instructed to secure an Oriya for the post, 
if possible. 
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“(c) The answer is in the affirmative. 


“(d) Eight such petitions were received by 
the Deputy Commissioner up tothe 10th March, 1919. 
Government have no information of the receipt of any 
petition subsequent to that date.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
“Will the Government be pleased to stated — 


“(u) the number of seats reserved for 
the students of Bihar and Orissa 
Admission of in the Calcutia Medica! College ; 


students from “(b) if all the seats are filled up this 
Bihar and 


Orissa into year ; 
the Medical ‘“(c) how many of the seat n 
College, Cal- (6) | y € s are for 
cutfa, P 361 Orissa ; 


“(d) if all the Orissa Ssvats are occupied 
by Orissa students ; and 


*‘(e) the number of candidates from 
Orissa for admission this year 2?” 


The Hon’'bte Mr. Collins replied : 


(a) Eighteen places are reserved for students 
of Bihar and Orissa in the Medical College, Calcutta. 


“(b) Thirteen places were filled this year. 
Twenty-one candidates in all were nominated by the 
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Bihar and 
Orissa, but eight failed to join the college aud five 
places were therefore forfeited. 
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‘“(c) and (d) The number of places for Oriya 
students is not fixed, but of the six scholarships annually 
awarded two are reserved for Oriyas. Four Oriya 
students were selected this year of whotmn three were 
given scholarships. Only two joined the College. 


“(d) There were sixteen candidates irom 
Orissa of whom eight were not qualified for ad mission.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked as a 
supplementary question : 


“Will the Governinent be pleased to state what 
are the qualifications necessary for admission into 
the Calcutta Medical College 2?” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Collins replied : 


“The information will be given to the Hon'ble 
Meinber afterwards.” 


X NX "ଏ 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
“Will the Governinent be pleased to state-— 


Flood areas in the (a) the extent of areas in the several 
Province and 


areas flooded and districts of the province liable to 
damage done thts flood : 
year. (Page-405) ; 
{(fP) (1) the extent of areas in each 
district affected by flood this 
year, and 
(2) the extent of damage caused 
thereby 2? 
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Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 


(a) The information asked for is not available. 

(Pb) The worst floods this year were in the 
Puri district. The extent of damage caused in each 
district affected by floods is indicated in the extracts* 
from the reports of the local officers which are 
laid on the tab!e. 


The Hon’ ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Will the Government be pleased —- 


(0) to state whether the contingency of flood 
aff ect revenue in any district ; 
and 

(b) if the answer is in the affirmative, to giv 


Loss of revenue an estimate of loss of revenue in each 
due to floods. 


(Page-405) district during the last fifteen vears ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 


(a) For the rules regarding suspensions and 
remissions of land revenue on the ground of floods or 
other agricultural calamity, the Hon’ble Member is 


referred to pages 47—51 of the Tauzi Manual. 


(8) No separate statistics of the remissions 
granted on account of floods are available. 


* Appendix—l 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(mm) (Is it a fact that considerable areas in 
the coastal districts of Orissa are left unprotected 
by embankments 2? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased 


River embank- to state the extent of such agreas in 
ments in Orissa, 
(Page-405) each district ? 
(¢) Will the Government be -pleased to state 
their present policy with regard to the 


river embankments in Orissa ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Clayton : 


(«\ Yes. 

(b) Accurate figures are not available ; approxi- 
mately about twenty-five per cent is unprotected 
in each district. 

(c) The policy is explained .in paragraph 3 
of the preamble to the Rules for the Guidance of 
District Standing Committees a copy of which 
is laid on the table. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the accounts of flood in the Puri 
Floodsin Puri dtlistrict published in the oriva weekly, 

District THE SAMAJ, in its issue of the 
Page 405 25th October last ? 

(b) (Is it a fact that the five persons mentioned 

in the accounts died by drowning in thé tlood ? 
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Reply by the Hon’ble Mr. Hubback : 


(0) Yes. 

{b) Four men were drawned while crossing 
the Dhanua river in a dugout which capsized 
nwing to the strong wind. Another man, while 
attempting to pass through flood-water of the Daya 
river on the ridge of a paddy field, lost his 
balance and was drowned. None of them, it is 
reported, knew how to swim. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the paragraphs on famine published{ 
Famine the in THE SAMAJ in its issues of 
Puri district, the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th of 
(Page 406) October 1919 2 


(hb) Isit a fact that several cases of death 
froin starvation have occurred in the Puri district 
during the present distress ? 


(c) Have the Government taken any steps 
to ascertain the real cause of death in the 
particular instances noted by that paper in the 
issues of the Iith and 25th October, 1919 ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 


(a) Yes. 
(4) Government have no information of any 
such deaths. 
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(c) No specific instance of any death appears 
to have heen given in the issue of the 11th October. 
The Collector has heen asked to report on the 
allegations made in the issue of the 25th October. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) [Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner 


The state of of Sambalpur directed an enquiry 
religtous end- NM 
owments in into the present state of affairs of 


Sambalpur ome of the religious endowments 
district. S POD 
(Page 407) of that district in September last ? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state (1) the result of that enquiry and (2) whether 
they have taken any action on it ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 


(a) An enquiry was directed in September, 
1918. 

(b) (1) A report was submitted to the Local 
Government in April, 1919. 


(2) Action has been postponed pending the 
passing into law of the Bill which is now hefore the 
Imperial Legislative Council to provide more effectual 
control over the administration of charitable 
and religious trusts. 


The Hor’ ble Bahu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(u«) With reference to their answer to my 
question in the meeting of the 22nd January, {919 
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regarding Endowment Committees 
Fndtowment under Act XX of 1863 will the Govern- 


Commitlvos ment be pleased to stale whether 
under Act XX is 

of 1863. they have come to any decision on 
(Page 106) the comments of the District Judge 


of Cuttack on certain defects in the Act ? 


(4) If the answer be in the affirmative, will 
the Goverument be pleased to state what steps they 
propose to take for the hetter administration of 
religious endow ments in the Province ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 


The comments made by the District Judge 
of Cuttack on certain defects in the Act will be 
considered by the Local Government after the Bill 
to provide more effectual control over the admini- 
stration of charitable and religious trusts, which 
has recently been introduced into the Imperial 
Legislative Council has hecorme law. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(au) Is it a fact that the Indian contrac- 
Memoriat uf 
Indian rcontra- 
ctors for the ree Porahat and Singhbhuin forests made 
institution of 
the auctinn  sy- 
stemin the Pora- for the re-institution of the auction 
hat and Singh- fn P 
bhum Forests. system in leasing out forests ? 


(Puge-406} 


tors and timber-merchants of the 


a memorial to His Honour praving 
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(f) If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state what order, if any, they have passed on 


the memorial ? 


(c) Is ita fact that the Bengal Timber Trading 
Company have been granted an extension of their 
lease up to 1925 2? 


(d) {If the answer to (c) be inthe affirmative, 
will the Government be pleased to state whether the 
Company have fulfilled the condition in their agree- 
ment regarding the establishment of tram-ways and 
saw-mills ? 


(ec) Is it a fact that the receipts from the 
sale of dry trees by the auction system in Singh- 
bhum and Porahat (forests last October was 
considerably larger than what was usually oblained 
by the system previously followed 2? 

(/) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state if they are prepared {to introduce the auction 


system with regard 1o green trees ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 
(a) Yes. 
(b) A copy of the resolution of Government 


in reply to the memorial is laid on the table. 
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(c) The companv already have an option of 
extending their leases till the 30th June, 1925. 

(d) The company already have been allowed 
an extension of the period within which the saw-mill 
and the tram-wavy in the Porahat forests must be on the 
spotand in the process of construction, to December 
20th, 1920. This extension was necessitated by the diffi- 
culty of transporting from England the materials, 
which had already been purchased. 


The period within which a tram-way and 
saw-mill are to be constructed under the terms 


of their lease in the Samta and Koina Ranges of 
Singhbhum will not expire till June 20th, 1921. 


(¢) The Conservator has been asked tu report. 


(/) The auction system cannot be introduced 


for green trees till the company’s leases expire. 


XxX N N 
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APPENDIX —A 


¢ « Number Number Number 


of 
es M.V. 
Name of  Schouls 
Division raised 
fo M.E. 
status 
1918 
l 2 
Patna Division 4 
Tirhut Division i 


Bhagalour Division. 2(if) 


Chota Nagpur 
Division 
Oriysa Divisivi 


Remarks 


Nil 


2 


of of 
M.E. newly 
Schools started 
reduced M,E. 
to M.V. Schools 
status in 1918 
in 1918 
3.- 4 
Nil 3) (i) 
Nil 3 
Nil Hud) (i) 
(rit) 
Nil (io) (iv) 
3(a) 2 (u) 
(8) (c). 


(4) 


Two of 


-- not. yet .recog- 


nized. 


Recognized froin 
the Ist of * Janu- 
ary, 19:9. 


Three of these 
not yet recog- 
nized. 

One . of “these 


not yet recognized. 
Owing to its low 
roll number and 
attendance. 

Owing to general 


““ mismanagement, 


(c) 


inefficient and 
ill-paid staff and 
‘defective’ hostcl 
‘accon!modation. 
Owing chieily 
to the low scale 
ofits income and 
expenditure. 
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APPENDIX—G 


List of Associutinns recognteet by the Government 


sm ms Li mm i ne lire Ce me Li mm ae ie ns Ms tts i i ee nee ee ee ie ee ees ee Gee ee 


Bihar Landholders’ 
.\ssociation (Patna). 


Bihar Planters’ 
Association (Tirhut), 


Bihar provinciat 
Mo slem League 
(Bankipore) 


Bihar provincial 
Association (Banki- 
pure). 


Pradhan Bhumihar 
Brahman Sabna 
(Patna). 


Bengali Settlers’ 
Association (Patna). 


Maithili Mahasabha 
(Tirhut), 


To protect the interests of the land- 
holders of Bihar andthe general 
advancement nf the--province. 


To protect the rights and interests 


of the indigo-planting industry 
in Bihar. 
To promote the politica! interests 


of the Muhammedans of Bihar. 


To promote political and educational 


advancement, econoinic progress 
sanitary jimprovernent, inion 
and discouragement of litigation 


by means of arbitration. 


To ameliorate and improve the 
Social, moral and educationai 
condition of the community. 


To protect the interests of the 
Bengali community in Bihar and 
Orissa. 


social reform and 
development of 


To promote 
the economic 
the community. 
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12. 


13. 


Tirhut Landholders’ 
Association (Tirhut). 


Moslem League 
(Tirhut). 


Bhagalpur Land- 
hoiders’ Association 
(Bhagalpur). 


The Bhagatpur Muha- 


mmedan Association 
(Bhagalpur). 


Orissa .\ssociation 
(Cuttack). 


Orissa Muhamme- 
dan Association 
(Cuttack). 


To safeguard the interests of 
persons connected with land 
and landed properties. 


To protect and advance the political 
and other rights and interests of 
the Indian Musalmans and to 
proinote union between the 
Musalmans and other comimuni- 
ties of India. 


To protect the rights and int- 
erests of the lat.dliolding classes 
and tow promote the general 
well-bheirig of all classes in the 
Bhagalpur Division. 


(u) To promote feelings of toyaltv 
towards the British Governinent, 

(6) To prutect and advocate by 
alt legitimate constitutional 
means the interests of the 
Muhammedan commmunity. 

(¢) To adopt measures fot 
general advancement. 


To iurther the cause of local 
self-Government in Orissa 
and to promote the general welfare 
of the province of Orissa. 


To safeguard the interests of the 
Muhammedan community of 
Cuttack in particular, and of 
other parts of Orissa in general, 
in its educational, social and 
moral aspects. 
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14. Orissy Landholders® 


16. 


17. 


19. 


Association 
(Cuttack). 


All Orissa Bengali 
Settiers’ Association 
(Cuttack). 


Domiciled Benyalis’ 
Association (Cuttack). 


Ranchi Land holders’ 
Association (Ranchi). 


TheAssociation 
Colliery Managers in 
India, (Manbhuimn). 


Kodarnia Mica Mining 
Asscciation 
(Hazaribagh). 


To prumote co-operation among 
all classes of landholders in Orissa, 
to saleguard, promote aud protect 
their interests by constitutional 
means; to ocstablish healthy 
relations between landlords and 
tenants. 


To ameliorate the condition of 
the Berigali settlers in Orissa. 


To ameliorate the moral, ‘intel- 
icctual and political condition 
and fur representing the grievan- 
ces and claims of the genuine 
domniciled Bengalis uf Orissa. 


To protect the interests of land- 
holders in Chota Nagpur Division. 


(a) To piotect the interests of 
collierv managers. 

(B) To watch the progress of 
legislation as affecting the 
profession of mining engineers. 

{) To comrmiinicate the collective 
views of the profession 
when necessary. 

(Mf) For the better control of 
labour, etc. 


To preserve and {further the interest 
of mica mnining lessees. 
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20. Village Panchayat To promote voluntary arbitration. 
Associativn (Gava). 

21. Indian Mininge To protect by cvery legitimate 
Association means the interests of those 
(Calcutia). engaged in developing the mining 

industries of India. 

22. Indian Mining To gid and estimate the develop- 
Federation ment of mining industry in India. 


(Calcutta) 


Districts Number Antounts contributed for gratuitous Amount 


which of relieé upto July 26th spent to 
more or July 26th 
less by gratuitous ----— ecw ammo mi em ne 
scarcity relict By By 
centres Govern- District Other 
ment. Board wise 
l 2 2 4 5 6 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
(a) 
ome os 68 2,00,000 5 3,500 80,763 


{Provincial 
Charitable 
Relief Fund) 


(a) 
Bhagalpur 80 1,60,000 8,047 21,020 80,000 
(By private 
loca! 
subscrip- 


tion) 
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(a) 
Santal 25 1,00,,000 11,890 428 30,298 
Parganas (Private 
Charitable 
Relief 
Fund). 
1,601 
(Provincial 
Charitable 
Reliet 
Fund). 


Cuttack 42 2.000 2,053 ୨୧୬,୦୦୨ (5)2,055 
(Vrovincial 
Charitable 
Relief 
Fund). 


(c) 22 Nil Not Not Not 
Anown known known 


Manbhum Nil 


Singhbhum Nil 


Ranchi 11 in Sadar 19,600 2,000 4,236 
(Provincial 
Charitable 
Relief 
Fund). 

Monghy: 
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Number Amount spent on Amount spent on 
of persons releif works. test works 
receiving AMount —————-—-——emmm mmm = 
gratui- of 
tous re- Takavi By By By By 
lief on Govern- Dist. Govern- District. 
Juty 26th nent Board ment. Board. 
7 8 9 10 11 12 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
8,118 1,45,000 43,935 26,215 
9,663 6.95.000 48,000 32,996 
8,256 3,25.000 108 1,542 
5,560 1,35,000 
2,659 80,000 4,388 
1,10,000 18,561 
1,00,000 (d) 21,090 
1,445 3,50,000 850 


1,35,000 1,120 
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Appendix—S. (Contd.) 


mm cn mg es mr rt ie sig ——— eee ie ee ee mi es ee ee ee ee oe i ee ne ie pee ee ee 


May June 
1917 1918 1919 1917 ।9୨1% 1919 
13 14 15 16 17 18 
579 850 1,258 407 529 1,435 
4,967 9,318 7,501 5,129 7,835 6,896 
4,039 4,462 4,707 4,359 4,165 6,220 
4,744 6,274 9,502 3,699 5,180 10,156 
2,568 2,718 4,975 2,040 2,325 7,620 
1,090 1,116 1,698 881 1,133 1,596 
2,569 2,750 2,570 2,295 2,764 3,482 
4,662 13,321 5,096 4,315 9,315 5,551 
June 
1917 1918 1919 Remarks 
19 20 21 29 
397 543 1,775 (a) Including an amounts for 
relief works. 
6,155 6,627 7,000 
5.008 4,917 7,800 
4,203 5,740 9,870 (5) This is incomplete as the 


amount spent by private 
persons is not yet known. 
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3,369 3.346 8,585 (‹) Eleven under non-offical 


and 11 under official 
agency, the expenditure 
being met out of the 
funds of the District 
Charitable Relief Fund. 


1,099 1,618 1,479 (d) Out of Rs. 30,000 placed 
at the disposal of the 


District Committee. 
3,234 5,174 4,808 


5,241 7,309 6,834 


APPENDIX TT. 


Statement show'ng the rate of incie€ase of fees in 
different classes 9} Colleges. * 


1. A bh. Sc 

Name of college —--- —- —m-o ce cm = — 

Old New old New 

rate tate rate rate 

I! 2 3 4 5 

Patna College 6 G6 6 7 

Ravenshauw College 4 5 4 6 
Greer Blhumihar 

Brahman Collegs 4 5 4 6 
Biliar Naliona! 

College 4-8 5 5 5 


Diamond Jubilee 
College. 4-0 5 
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Name uf college — mmm mm ee ei 
Old New Old New DONld New 
rate rate rute rate rate rete 

! 6 7 8 n 16 14 

Patna College t 7 6 8 6 8 

Ravenshaw College 4 6 4 7 4 7 

Greer Bhumihar 

Brahman College. 4 6 

Bihar National 

College. 4-8 5 5 5 

Diamond Jubiles 

College. 

B.Sc. (Hons). M.A. M.Sc 


Name of the College ——-————— —— cmos 
Qld New Old New Old New 
rate rate rate rate rate rate 


Patna College 6 9 6 10 6 1 
Ravershaw College 

Greer Bhumihar 

Brahman College. 

Bikar National 

College. 

Diamond Jubilee 

_ Coliege. 
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APPENDIX U 


Statement showing the number of udmissions in the 


first urd third year classes 9} cullegrs. 


Narne of college First Year Third Year 


1917 1918 1919 ।917 !918 ।୨।୨ 


aa ie i fi Pad Edad ens men ohn Se ir Se Wiser ean wena Brac Sentai iasd olin A 


i 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Patna College 180 ।!55 ।55 84 93 Y2 
Ravenshaw Colleve 223 ।୨୫ ।୫4 85 73 67 
Greer Bhumihar 
Brahman College ~~ 115 132 134 22 41 21 


Bihar Nationa! College 272 274 ।୨ 76 86 93 


Tej Naravan Jubilee 


College. 204 ୨୫02 ।3୬2 $¢ 110 36 
St. Columba’s Coltege 71 72 45 14 29 29 
Diamond Juhilee Colleg ¢ 34 41 23 ono on 
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APPENDIX V 


Statement to show the cdistributivun of Free-studentshins 


in Colleges of Bihar and Orissa. 


Num- Date Num- Num- 
her of of the ber of bcr of 


Name of free- institu- students students Remarks 
College student tion in the in the 
ships of college college 
in the freee at date at 


college student in Col- pre- 
ships umn-3. sent. 


] 2 3 4 5 6 
Patna 
College. 6 1908 209 504 
Raven<haw 
College 6 1909 252 514 Over and above 


_ these one free 
and one-half: 
iree studentships 
are usually gran- 
ted cach vear 
out of interest 
on the Raven: 
shaw College 
Improvernent 
Fund, 
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।| 2 3 4 5 6 

Greer Bhu- 

mihar 

Brahman 

College. 

Bihar 

Nationa! 

College. 800 Free-student- 
ships are allow- 
ed to between 
5 and 6 per 
cent of the total. 


‘Tej Nara- 

yan Jub: 

lee College 21 1890 101 580 

St. Colum- 

bu’s College. “No (f[ree-student- 
ships have ever 
been granted. 

Diamond 

Jubilee 

College. 79 free-sludennt- 


ships are altow- 
ed upto A limit 
of 5 per cent 
ofy the number 
of ,students on 
the coll. 


ms es es res ee eae ene ee ee eee eae eae ee ge ee ee ct re ee i eee i ei 
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APPENDIX I 


Puri:—The damage is cunfined to the three thanas of DBalipatna. 
Nimapara and Gop and the extent of the loss of the rice crop, Is 
shown in the following statements : 


(1) Balipatia : 


No. of villages affected | Extent of loss or 
rice crops. 


l6 12 to 13 annas. 
19% 8 lo 12 annas. 
9 4 to 8 annas. 


less than 4 annas 


The damage in this nolice station would not have 
occurred, but for the cutting of the Kuiishathacdra Bandh 
at Athantar. 


(2) Mimaupare 


41 12 to 16 annas. 

22 8 to 12 annas. 

15 4 to 8 annas. 

4 less than 4 annas. 
(3) Gop : ର ଡ  କ 

85 12 to 16 annas. 

8 8 to 12 annas. 

8 4 to 8 annas. 
ME: 5 less than 4 annas. 
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With the exception of the villages damaged by the 
hreach in the embankment of the Sur lake, this areca is 
inundated every year. The inundation was worse this year 
owing to the breach at Athantar, through which a large portion 
of thc water oi the Kushabhadra flowed into the Dhattue. Much 


of the flooded tract has been enriched by deposit of silt. 


Santal Parganas :—In consequence of the heavy rainfall 
on the 20th Juiy the river Bansloi overtlooded its banks. 
Tlie Sub-divisional Officer of Pakur reports that the flood- 
water entered Maheshapur itself causing the coll apse of several 
houses including the liquor shop there. 

‘Three houses in Katgola. — 

Twelve houses in Chaptara | 

Fourteen houses in Englishpara | All in thana Muheshpur 


Four houses in Sonapara — 


have been daimaged. No loss of human life or cattle has 
been reported. 


Bhagalpur :—There arc two floods in the river, one in the 
second week of August and another in the second week ol 
September. The first flood was nearly two or three feet less in 
height than the second iIloud which was nearly equal to the 
flood of 1917. 


Neither of the floods took the people by surprise. By their 
experience of 1917 and by timely issue of wyatmng by police to 
the people of the affected area they were on the alert and thus no 
loss of life was reported. The loss of mud houses was alsu less, 
the people in the afiected area had substituted in most cases 


taili Houses 101 mud-walled houses. No loss ot life has been 
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reported, to me, the people being already warned against the 
flood in time. The damage to house property is great, all the 
remaining muid-watled houses within the area have tumbled 
down or are tuinbling. The maize cron which was excellent 
in this area was almost 1otally destroyed. My estimate for the 


damage of the crop is al least one lakh ‘of maunds of maize 


Menghyr :—Owing to the sudden rise of the Ganges the 
Bhadai crops of the diaras have mostly been lost except in one 
or twee parts where early sowings cenabled about half the 
crops to be cut before the flood. 


Shahabad :—The worst damage was done in the tract near 
the confluence of the Ganges and Sone. In this area the 
Bhadai crop was practically destroyed and a number of 


houses washed away. 


Taking the sadar sub-division as a whole the 
damage to the Bhadai may be estimated at twelve anmnas. 
There was also slight damage to paddy seedings in Sandes 
Police Station. 


The reposts of damage dune to the Buxar sub-division are 


incomplete, as.the flouds are still out in many places. 


The ilood was not at all abnormai, the Bhadai in the arca 
aliected is a catch crop and the damage done will be more 
than made up for the improved prosoectus for rabi. 


Ea ET 
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6. 2. 1920 
(i 


(2 


(3 


(4) 


(5) 


1920 


QUESTIONS 


) Question on Primary Education-Pri- 
mary Education-The Scheme of expan- 
sion of Primary Education in Orissa. 

) Qi2stion on starvation deaths in Puri- 
Government denied knowledge. 


rr 


Question on Utkal Union Conference 
demand for a joint enquiry by 
Officials and non-Officials into the actual 
condition in the flood and famine- 
affected areas. Government refused 
the demand, whether Govern ment 
have remitted land-revenue or Chauki- 
dar tax in the area. Government 
promised consideration. 


Question on the next land-revenue 
settieme 1t in Orissa Government 


replied that it would be conducted in 
1921-292. 


Question on the working of the Office 
nf the Inspector of Industries Govern- 
ment replied that this post has been 
converted to that of a Textile Expert 
to Government and he has organised 
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Peripatetic weaving parties in Ranch: 
Darbhanga, Cuttack and Sambalpur. 


30. 7. 1920 


(1) Question on the desirability of open- 
ing Post-Graduate classes in 
Ravenshaw College in one or two 
subjects or at least in one subject with 
the donation of Maharani of Sonepur. 
Government said that even though 
there are only 5 Post-Graduate 
students in the Patna College, P. G. 
Classes cannot be started in the 
Ravenshaw College until the new 
buildings were completed and Govern- 
ment said that this would be decided 
by the new Diarchic Government 
coming fo office very soon.. 


30. 7. 1920 : 


(1) Question regarding removal of the 
Beel-stall at Cuttack. Government 
reply was that it was under consider a- 
tion. 


(2) The cause of wide-spread Mal aria 
iever and Beriberi in the District of 
Balasore and the remedial measures 
proposed. Government replied that 
free distribution of Quinine is being 
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made, two fever-relief committees 
were set up in Balasore town, iusani- 
tary pits are being filled up and a 
Malaria.survey unit under a sub- 
Assistant Surgeon in Balasore town is 
being set tip. 


10.9.1920 : 
(a) Question on the rumour ton shift 
district headquarters from Balasore to 
Bhadrak. Government ‘lenied the 
rumour. 


(b) Question on details regarding the filling 
up of pits and water works scheme of 
Balasore Municipality. 


(c) Question on the prevention of spread 
of Malaria in Balasore District. 


(d) Question on setting the same question 
in nonlanguage subjects in Hindi, 
Urdu, Bengali and Oriya Scripts for 
the Middle and Training School! 
Examinations and appointing a Head 
Examiner in each subject. Government 
refused to accede. 

(e) Question on raising the grazing 
fee in Khurda area. The Government 
admitted it and gave the reason “to 
discourage the keeping of sheep and 
goats for commercial purposes”. 
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(ff Question on remission of Chaulkidari 
tax in the distressed areas of Puri 
District. 


(2) Question on the number of persons 
getting gratuitous relief. 

(h) Question on declaring areas under 
Puri Sadar, Gop and Pipili Police 
Stations, Famine areas. Government 
refused to do so. 


\i) Question on non-observaiice of certain 
provisions of the Choukidari Act in 
Puri District. Government promised. 
an enquiry. 


(j) Question on flood affected areas in 
Cuttack, Puri. Balasore and Sambalpur 
Districts. Government refused to 
supply detailed answers. 


(k) Question on repair to the right emba- 
nkment of Devi river and how it was 
breached again. Government said that 
the flood water over topped the 
embankment, 


(1) Question on grants-in-aid to Middle 
English Schools. Statement supplied. 
(m) Question on decrease in the number of 
Primary School students. The Govern- 


ment attributed it to distress and 
sickness. : 
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{n) Question on the abolition of a number 
of Primary Schools in Orissa. 
Government admitted the fact and 
attributed this to the process of 
concentration and amalgamation of 
the existing schools. 


er 


(0) Question cit the non-payment and 
inadequate payment of remuneration 
to Primary school teachers. Govern- 
ment said that this can he done by 
voluntary contributions by the people 


and more grant by local bodies. 

(p) Question on reserved scholarships for 
the Scheduled castes. The Govern- 
ment replied that, it does not exist and 
no proposal is under consideration. 

(q) Question on Special Provision for 
Primary Education among the 
Scheduled Castes. Such provisions 
did exist. 


{r) Question on the amalgamation of the 
Oriya-Speaking tracts into a separate 
province, Government of India’s 
letter to the Government oi Bihar and 
Orissa and their reply. Government 
promised to send a reply after the 
Census of 1921. 

(s) Question on the establishinent of an 
Engineering School at Cuttack. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


26UV 


6.2.1920 


13. 3. 1920 : 


(t) 


(u) 


(v) 


(1) 


Question if there are Post-Graduate 
Scholarships reserved for Oriyas. 
There is one such reserved Scholar- 
ship. 
Question on the re-organisation of 
Sarbarakari system in Khurda and 
objections. Government ad mitted il 
but refused to interfere. 
Question on the number of times the 
Embankment Committee met and the 
work done. The Government 
could not furnish detailed infor- 
mation. 

RESOLUTJONS 


Resolution on increasing the mini- 
mum nuniber of free-studentship to 
5% of the total roll-strength in {the 
Colleges. In the Ravenshaw College, 
there were six frecstudentships against 
the roll-strength of 252 and it remai- 
ned static even though the roll-streng- 
th increased to 514. There was no 
percentage-ratio in the number of 
free-studentships. The Govern ment 


promised to leave the matter to the 
D P. I. for decision and the reso- 
Iution was withdrawn. 


Pesolution— Plea for r ese r ving 
Rs. 2C,000/--for Secondary Education 
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(2) 


30.3.1920 : (1) 
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out of a grant of Rs. 87,000/- for the 
improvement and expansion of Pri- 
mary Education. On the assurance of 
the Government, it was withdrawn. 


Cut-motion to raise the grant under 
famine-relieft from Ks. 19,000 to 
Rs. 5C,000 by reducing Rs.31,000 irom 
the Police. 


Budget Speech : 


Congratulated Government for agree- 
ing to start B.L. classes in Ravenshaw 
College from the session 1920-21 and 
requested Government to start M.A. 
classes in English with the donation 
of Rs. 5C0,000/- by the Maharani of 
Sonepur. 


Resolution requesting Government 
of India to grant more funds for 
Patna University, Support to the 
Agricultural Labourers Bill. 


(3) Speech on resolution by Sri Braja 


(4) 


Sundar Das for the appointment of a 
Flood Enijuiry Committee. 


Resolution on a coinprehensive Sur- 
vey of the water-ways in the coastal 
districts of Orissa as a measure of 
Flood-relief. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT PATNA ON FRIDAY, 
THE 6TH FEBRUARY. 1920. 


X x ଏ 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 


(a) Is it a fact that the Government have 


Scheme for the prepared a scheme of expansion of 
expansion of pri- 


mary education Primary Education in the province 
in the province 
for ten years. tor the next ten years ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to 


lay a copy of the scheme on the table ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Coll ins: 

(a) A separate programme has been prepared 
for vach district, in accordance with the principles 
laid down in the late Mr. Coupland's Circular letter 
No. 37-E, dated the 22nd August, 1916, a copy* of 
which is placed on the tanle. These programmes are 
now under exainination in the Secretariate and il is 
proposed to return them, with such comments as are 
necessary in each case, for final adoption by the Dist- 
rict Board concerne d. 

(b) The statements submitted to Government 
are abstracts of detailed programmes prepared in 
each district and would not be easily intelligible to 
the public. As soon as all the programmes have been 
approved, the Local Government propose to sum up 


* Not printed 
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the resufit in a form which will make it clear in what 
way the objects in view can best be attained. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Referring to their reply to a question of 
mine on the subject at the last meeting of the Council 
on the 28th November 1919, will the Government be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate of Puri 
has made an enquiry into the allegations of deaths 
from starvation in the distressed parts of the district ? 


(b} If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state the results of the enquiry for the information of 
the Council ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 
(a) Yes. 


ib) Careful enquries have been made by the 
local officers hut no instance of death from starva- 
tion could be found. The only concrete case alleged 
in the Samaj is that of Raghab Rout of Pirbazar who 
according to the statements of his relations died of 
fever. He was not entirely without means and lived 
less than lived half a mile fr>m the centre of gratui- 
tous relief opened at Turintira, to which he never 
applied for assistance although his close relatives 
received such assistance. He was a tenant of the 
President of the “Famine Enquitv Committee” and 
Secretary of the Utkal Union Conference. 
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Fhe Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das aked- 


ta) Are the Government aware that the Utkal 

| Union Conference al its last sitting al 
eas lor Puri on the 27th December 1919, passed 
joint enquiry .a resolution urging the necessity of an 
with non-offi ji i ର . 
cial commitice enquiry into the actual condition in 
Fo a the flood and famine affected areas in 
affected areas the district of Puri hy a Commitee of 


in Puri P21 officials and non-officials ? 


(b) Is it a fact that the conference authorities 
have approached the Government with a request toa 
depute some reliable officers {o co-operate on Such a 
Committee with certain non-officials appointed by the 
Conference ? 


(c) If so, will the Government be pleased tc 
state whether they intend to give the co-operation 
sought by the Conference for the purpose of an im- 
partial enquiry ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback: 
(a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) Government do not consider that any use- 
ful purpose would he served by a joint enquiry of the 
kind suggested by the Conference. $ 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Is it a fact that in the resolution above 


Suspenston o ® " 
Se and f referred to, the Utkal Union Conference 


remission 0, IN 
choukidri further urged the suspension of revenue 


in flood and and remission of Choukidari Tax in the 
famins affected N 
areas. Page 21 affected areas ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether they have come to any decision on this 


part of {he resolution of the conference ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback: 
(a) Yes. 
(b) The matter is still under the consideration 
nf Guvernment. 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Will the Government be pleased to state when 


Land revenue the propose to start tlhe next land 
settlement in . . 
Orissa P 921 revenue settlement in Orissa ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback: 

It is proposcd to begin operation with a view to 
revising the land revenue settlement in Orissa in the 
linancial year 1921—22. 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

Will the Government be pleased to state -— 

(a) what progress has been made in the Depart - 
Progress. in The ment of Industries since the a ppoint- 


Deparlmentof ment of the Inspector of Industries: 
Industries P21 and 
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(h) whether any scheme has been prepared for 
the development of cottage industries in the provirice ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Sifton: 


(a) The Inspector of Industries, who is now 
designated the Textile Expert to Government, is con- 
cerned only with textile industries. He has toured 
over most wf the province to acquaint himself with 
local conditions and has also visited Madras and 
the Central Provinces with a view to ascertaining 
how the problem is being dealt with there. His 
reports confirm the view that in Bihar and Orissa 
the organization of peripatetic weaving parties is 
the best means of afiording help to the handloom 
industry at present. One such party has been enga- 
ged in and about Ranchi for three four years. A new 
party has been working since August last at Madhu- 
bani in the Darbhanga district, where it is meeting 
with considerable success in the introduction of the 
fly-shuttle. Parties have recently heen organised in 
the Cuttack and Sambalpur district in the place of 
the schools formerly tn existence there, and are just 
beginning work. 


(bh) Apart from weaving, which is for the most 
important cottage industry in the province, no scheme 


has yet been prepared for the development of such 
industries. 


“ x × 
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RESOLUTION 


14- The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved 
the fotiowing resolution: 


“That this Council recom mends to the Lieute- 
nant Govorner in Council that the mini- 
mum number of free-studentship in the 

Resolution colleges of the province be fixed at 

he five per cent of the total number on 

free Se nolarshis the rolls of the colleges, exclusive of 

in relation { I 

a no a UE students who may be in receipt 

roll. (Page—73) of stip ends or free -stu dentships from 
any local charitable endowments 
or funds.” 

He said — 

“YOUR HONOUR, 


“Before I speak on the subject-matter of the reso- 
lution, allow me, Sir, to briefly narrate the circuin- 
stances that led me to bring up this subject hefore {he 
Council. The members of the Council are aware 
that in the beginning of the present college session 
when the fee rates in several colleges of the province 
were raised, it caused some feeling of dissatisfaction 
among the educated community, which found expre. 
ssion in the press. Sore students and guardians 
complained to me of the increase, and my reply to 
them was that efficient teaching must necessitate higher 
cost. Of course those who have fair conipetency and a 
certain source of income, may meet the increased 
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charges of the education of their boys without much 
difficulty. But most of! our stu dents in schools and 
colleges come fruin the middle classes who are gene- 
rally poor. The year that is just passed has been a 
bad year. There has been distress, more or less, in 
all parts ofthe province. The midflle class people have 
been affected and this has affected the strength of 
some of our educational institulions. Consequently 
many students in the coilege have felt the increase of 
the cost of living in town which has become inevitable 
in the present state of the country. The increased fee 
rate hae also added to their burden. I know many 
deserving students could not prosecute their studies’ 
in the college owing to their inability to meet the ex- 
penses which have appreciably increased. Many of 
these siludents were candidates for iree-student- 
ship in their colleges. But the number of 
{ree-studentships are limited, and only a few could 
get them. Free-studentships are no small help to 
such students. I have come across some of these 
poor and ‘leserving college students, and I am con- 
vinced thai some help, however small, would give 
them a little relief in their struggling career in the 
coilege. This conviction led me to put some ques- 
tions on the subject of free-studentships in colieges 
in the meeting of the Legislative Couricil in August 
last. I thought the disproportion between the 
number of students on the rolls and the number of 
free-studentships in each college would impress it- 
self upon the authorities, who n.ight raise the number 
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of free-studentships in ezch college proportionately to 
the increase in the number of students. But nothing 
appears to have been done in this direction. Now I 
approach the Government with the resolution on the 
subject in the hope that they will give the matter 
their careful and sympathetic consideration. 


“From the statement given to me by the Govern- 
ment in reply to my ujuestions it will appear that 
there is no rule on the allotment of free-studentships in 
colleges as there is for high schools. fm some 
colleges such as the Bihar National College and the 
Diamond Jubilee College, free-studentships are 
allowed upto a limit between five and six per cent 
of the total nuinber on the roll. But in the two 
premier Government colleges of the province, the 
Patna College aud the Ravenshew College, the 
number is ludicrously small, bearing a proporticn of a 
little over one per cent. to the {otal number of students 
in each case. In the Patna College only sixfree- 
studentships were established in 1908 when tlhe 
strength of the College was 2°9. In the Ravenshaw 
College an equal nuinber oi free-studentships was 
also instituted the next year, and the number on the 
roll was then 252. Sincethen the strength in both 
tliese colleges has largely increased, the present 
number in the Patna College being 514 and that in the 
Ravenshaw College 514. Notwithstanding this increa- 
se, the number of free-studentships remains the sane. 
I the Tej Naraiyan Jubilee College there were 21 free- 
studentships in 1890 when the college had only 101 
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students. The present number is 580 but there seems 
{to have been no increase of free-studentships during 


these thirty years. 


“From the above facts it is clear that there is no 
uniformity of rule about free-studentships in college, 
and 1 respectfully submit that the time has come when 
the question should be carefully considered. It is now 
necessary and desirable to introduce the percentage 
rule with regard to free-studentships in colleges such 
as we have in schools. 


“It cannot be doubted that in recent years the desire 
of the people for higher education has grown very keen.. 
This is evident from the increased number of applica- 
nts for admission into our colleges. The desire ought 
to be lostered and encouraged. But in this country, 
the majority of our students come from hu mble life 
and from the poorer section of the community, and 
some of them are remarkably intelligent. It is a pity to 
see poor and inteiligent youths struggling hard to 
maintain themselves in the college. J know students 
who do not take tiffin and have of ten to live on one 
meal a day. Itis for these fellows that the help and 
patronage of society and of the state is most needed. 
With the increase in the cost of education the misery 
of these people is bound to increase, and consequen- 
tly the doors of the University become closed against 
most of them. It is often said that high education, 
is not for the poor ; it is meant for those only who 
can afford to pay for it. If this be followed, as a 
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policy to guide the course of our University educa- 
tion, it will deprive our college of many bright and 
deserving studenls In a province like Bihar and 
Orissa, where people are so poor and education so 
backward, no such policy can be stated with any degree 
of seriousness. For we all believe that your Honour’s 
Government are anxious to {further the cause of high 
education in lhe province. The members of this 
Council know that Your Honour is sincerelv anxious 
to place the new Patna University on a solid and 
permanent basis, and to improve the conditions of the 
external colleges which you would like to see grow 
up in time into so many Universities. But to make 
oup .colleges vigurous and progressive institutions 
capable of si'ch development, it is as necessary to 
increase their efficiency as to increase the number of 
students inthem. The increase of students will throw 
heavy responsibilities on Governmeut. Provisions 
have to be made for larger accommodations in halls 
and hostels, for the maintenance of more efficient 
staff and of better equipped libraries and laboratories. 
All these cannot be done without sufficient funds. 
Educational expenditure will therefore be riecessarily 
more in the future than in the past 1 admit free- 
studentships will add to this charge, and this addi- 
tion will increase if ve mean to have more and more 
deserving and meritorious students in our colleges. 
But the charze on a3ccouut of the ftree-studentships 
will only be an insignificant fraction of the total 
exvenditure tv be incurred on other iteins. 
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‘My resolution does not involve any new principle. 
Education of the people is a duty of the State. This 
is a time-ho 10ured doctrine in India, where, in ancient 
days sludents used to receive instruction free on all 
subjects, The people cherish the tradition even now. 
In modern times t his resposibility has also been recog- 
nised in different degrees by different states. In India 
a system of free Primary Education now appears to be 
within sight. But we are far off from the time when 
a system of free University education might be consi- 
dered as within the pale of practical politics, though, 
ina flew [ndian states like Mysore, attempts are being 
made in this direction. It is to be acknowledged thal 
in recognition of their paternal duty to deserving and 
indigent students, the Government have estabiished 
a certain number of scholarships and free-student- 
ships. Scolarships are very few in number. They 
are again awarded in consideration of merit only, irres- 
pective of the condition of the student. In any district 
or division there are certsinly many more students 
who are capable and deserving than the few who get 
scholarships. Some 9f these students are given free- 
studentships in consideration of! their condition and 
character besi des their merit, and they benefit thereby 
immensely. Half a loaf is better than no loaf. Thus 
Sir, what the resolution aims at, is that there should 
be some rule which every college will have to follow 
in working out a principle already recognized. 

The Patna University Committee have also recog- 
nized the necessity and importance of free-studentships, 
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though for each of the external colleges they have 
arbitrarily fixed the number at 8 only. My request 
in the resolution is reasonable and modest. It means 
that for 20 paying students there will be one free or 
in 9ther words out of one hundred rupees received, 
only rupees five will be given, a very humble share 
which can be fairly claimed of the earnings of a pri- 
vate individual for any charitable purpose. 


“On a motion of my friend the Hon’ble Rai 
Bahadur Dwaraka Nath, the percentage of free-student- 
ships in schools has heen raised from five to ten. [I 
submit, Sir, that this increase in Schoois makes it 
necessary to increase the number of free-studentships 
in the colleges so that the free-students of schools 
might continue to have the same advauitage in their 
college career. 


“As I have alread y said the fee rates in almost all 
colleges of the province have been raised recently. 
With the figures that I could obtain of the Patna Coll- 
ege and the Ravenshaw College, I have roughly 
calculated that in consequence of the increased fees 
there will be an increase in the receipt of each of the 
two colleges during the current session of about six 
thousand rupees over the ineome of the last year, 
though the number on the rolls in the p resent session 
is less than in the previous year. Of course, in view 
of the increased expenditure which has become 
necessary {to raise the efficiency of the colleges, this 
increase in the revenue is nothing. But it has the 
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effect of keeping out of the college of fev more students 
who are poor but might be acquisitions to the commu- 
nity of students of the college for their imnerit and 
character. It eed hardly be said that the increase 
of free-studentships would minimize this effect to 
a certain extent. 

“In their proposal for the establishment of inter- 
mediate colleges separated from the University, the 
Calcutta University Com mission calculate the cost of 
this new tvpe of institution on the assumption “‘that 
a uniform fee of rupees five per mensem would be 
charged in each class and that ten per cent of the 
students would enjoy free places and ten per cent p ay 
only half fees”. This means there would be ordinarily 
fiiteen per cent free in an Intermediate College. 
Although we have not yet thoroughly considered the 
report of the commission to judge as to which of their 
suggestions might be worked nut in this province, 
Your Honouir’s Government had anticipated their 
recommendation with regard to the separation 
of Intermediate classes from the University hy 
removing the 1. A. Classes from the Patna College. 
Hopes are now entertained in several quarters that 
at no distant date there will spring up Intermediate 
Colleges at important centers of the province. I earn- 
estly trust, if my resolution be considered in the light 
of this suggestion made by so eminent and impartial 
an authority on the subject, this Council will not 
hesitate to lend it their whole-hearted support and the 
Government will not grudge their acceptance. 
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“After referring to the opinicn of the Calcutta 
University Commission I do not think it necessary to 
refer to the existing practice in other provinces. 
Some of thein have big endowments for educational 
purposes. There are many private Colleges where 
intelligent needy students receive much help and 
advantage. Tlie financial position of their Univer- 
sities has become stable secure. { know in Post- 
Graduate classes Calcutta University awards a 
larger number of free-studentships, over 10 per cent 
of the number on the roll. But the province of 
Bihar and Orissa suffers seriously from lack of 
priv ate charities for education. Our University is 
too young to help itself. In these circumstances, 
our poor and deserving students in Colleges will 
only look up to the Government for help and 
encouragement. 


“The acceptance of this resolution will not after 
all involve any heavy loss of income. Three of the 
Colleges in the province are more or less following 
the rules for which I urge. In other Colleges the 
existing number of free-studentships will have to 
be increased to comply with ihe rule. While the 
loss may he so small, the gain to the Colleges 
themselves and to the cotmntry would be great. For 
I always hold that a promising youth properly 
educated and trained to the development of full 
manhood is an invaluable asset to society and the 
Government. 
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“In conclusion permit me, Sir, to say that in 
pleading the cause of merit wich is unfortunately 
often mated with poverty, I do not ask for favour. 
The meritorious youth has a claim upon the State 
and in coming to a decision on the resolution this 
Council will only decide this claim.” 


»ଏ xX xX 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I take it, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member in charge 
objects to fixing the percentage at the minimum of 
five per cent. expressing hope to leave the matter to 
the discretion of the Director of Public Instruction. 
Leaving the matter to the Director involves much 
difficulty. At the end of each year the Principal of 
each Colleges would determine the number of 
students for free-studentships and there will be a lot 
of correspondence which may end in failure. I would 
agree to fix the muximum at five per cent. if that would 
he acceptable”. 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I accept this modification of the present position.” 
LEAVE WAS GRANTED AND THE RESOLUTION 
WITHDRAWN. 
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EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING 
OF THE COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT PATNA ON SATURDAY, 

THE i3th MARCH, 1920. 


X ଏ x 


7. The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved 
the following resolution : 


Resolution. -re- “That this Council recommends 
garding earma- to the Lieutenant-Governor 
r king . ` 

a portion of jn Council that out of the 


funds 2 
funds for expan lump grant of Rs. 87,000. 


ndary education for the expanstron and 

oe improvement of Primary Edu- 

mary education cation, Rs.20,000 be allotted for the 

(Page 147) promotion and advancement of 
Secondary Education.” 

He said— 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I do not think 1 should speak much to persuade 
the Council to accept my resolution which only 
proposes io place at the disposal of the Director of 
Public Instruction a sum of Rs. 20,000‘- to be spent 
on Secondary Education out of Rs. 87,000:- allotted 
by the Finance Committee for the expansion 
and improvement of Primary Education. 1 was 
present in the Finance Committee when the allotment 
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was made. I trust the members would have accepted 
my proposal if 1 would then place it hefore them. 
But the necessity was suggested to me aiterwards. 
“[ vield to none in my amniety for the spread of 
Primary Education in the country. But any one 
who is in close touch with the feelings and wishes of the 
mass of our people knows it very well that Primary 
Education is not niuch sought for its own sake. There 
is a demand for Middle English Schools ii many places. 
Most people do nol consider Primary Edncation 
as of any value to their boys if they are {o close 
their education at that stage without further advance 
into schools where English is taught. I am sure the 
Goverment are aware of this fact, as was evident 
from their reply to a question of mine on the subject 
in the Council last vear. To satisfv this popular «desire the 
Government then promised that they would include 
in the budget provision for grants to two new Middle 
English Schools in each Division next year. 
I trust that has been done. But two Middle English 
Schools ina Division will not meet the requirenents. 
There should be an annual additional of two schools 
in each division for some years to come. Our 
Secondary schools are yet very few in number. Though 
there has been an increase of expenditure on 
Secondary Education, both Goveriiment Schools, 
general, and grants-in-aid, irom 3, 68 to &, 05 
during the last 8 years, it has not resulted in an adequate 
increase inthe number of schools, as the greater part 
of the funds has been devoted to the addition to 
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the staff and improvement of pay. The, transfer 
of control of Middle English Schools from local bodies 
tothe Government has thrown new responsibilities 
on the department. The Director should be in a 
position to discharge these responsibilities to the 
satisfaction of the wishes of {the people. It is very 
encouraging however, that private efforts are being 
made at several places of the province to start either 
Middie English or High English Schools. The 
organizers would naturally approach the department 
for aid. It is necessary and desirable that a lump 
provision should he made which the Director mav 
use at his discretion to help such private efforts for 
the advancement and promotion of Secondary Edu- 
cation. I trust in recognition of the increasing demand 
for Secondary Education, the Council will accept this 


resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“I accept the assurance given by the Hon'ble 
Meriber.” 


THE RESOLUTION WAS WITHDRAWN. 
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8. The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved 
the following resolution : 


“That this Council recommends to the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council that the provincial share of the 
provision for the Famine Relief be raised 


ee Oe from Rs. 19,000 to Rs. 50,000 and that 


funds in respect a corresponding deduction of Rs. 31,000 


i ‘lief pe made from expenditure under 20 


police.” 
He said — 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I do not know, Sir, if it has ever been the mis- 
fortune of any non-official member of this Council to 
move a resolution like this since the creation of this 
province. Non-official members generallv urge for 
Sanitation, education, and for such other matters as 
help the progress and advancement of the people. But 
what would education or sanitation mean to a people 
that has no food to eat, no clothes to wear and even 
no hut to live in. Famine is a terrible thing. To 
think of it is painful, to speak of it is grievous and to 
live in itis falal. But, aias: hundreds of my people 
are struggling under its terrible grip for over a year. 
Comirg as I do, from a part of the country where 
some tract or other is liable to flood or drought almost 


every year, 1 am not easily moved by the effects of an 
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ordinary scarcity which it is very hard for people 
under more favoured conditions to bear. I would not 
have brousght this motion before this Council were I 
not forced to do so by the painful necessity of circum- 
stances. 

“During the year which is about to close, famine 
has been declared only in three districls aud the revised 
expendit ure on Famine Relief has been estimated at 
Rs. 7,80,000 though Rs. 16,00,000 has been provided in 
the budget for the purpose. The Government may 
congratulate themselves upon being able to avert the 
danger with less than half the estimated cost. But I 
may be excused if I say, and I say deliberately, that 
the measures taken for the relief of famine have not 
been on the whole adequate to meet the situation; may, 
with regard to certain areas the Goverriment have 
hitherto failed in their duty to the people in distress. 
There have been places where distress has been so 
acute that nothing short of full famine relief ineasures 
would give adequate relief to the distressed. While I 
say this I have particularly in my mind the parts of the 
Puri District which I have myself seen. 

“The Hom ble, the Finance Member, in fixing 
the expenditure for famine relief in the next year’s 


budget al Rs. 75,000 says,, The rice crop of tlie current 
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year is a bumper one and it is not anticipated that 
any famine relief will be necessary next year’. 
Evidently the condition of the flooded areas in the Puri 
District, Iam afraid, has not yet been brought home 
to the Government. I submit Sir, relief measures in 
that area have long become necessary, and are necessary 
now when conditions in other parts of the province 
have changed. The Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division, the Hon’ble Mr. Gruning, recently paid 
a visit to these parts for which I am thankful to him. 
I am told he has seen only the fring of the distressed 
tracts and could nol make it convenient to visit the 
tracts worst afiected where he was eagerly expected. I 
trust, however, that the little he has seen must have 
convinced him of the graviiy of the situation, and it 
is earnestly hoped that, as the result of his visit, 
famine will be declared in those areas. Better late 
than never. 


“Now permit me, Sir, to say a few words 
to justify the contention that I have all along been 
making for the declaration of famine in the Puri 
District. At the outset I would assure Your Honour 
and the members of the Council that TI am always 
careful not to exaggerate things especially in grave 
and serious matters like famine. Nor is my ex- 
perience of famine conditions new. During the last 
twelve years 1 have had the experience of distresses 
on {wo occasions, in the subdivisions of Kendrapara 
and Jajpur of Cuttack in 1907, and in the Chilka 
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areas of the Puri District in 1917. I never urge 
any point of which I am not myself convinced ; 
for, 1 always believe that in public !fe as in all 
other spheres of activities truth and sincerity are the 
only invincible forces which win. The conditions of 
some of the villages of the flooded areas are such 
as many of the members of this Council will not 
easily imagine. Ever since November 1918, when 
the gloomy prospects were clearly visible, I have been 
putting questions on this subject in alinost all the meet- 
ings of the Council. Resolutions in public meetings 
have been passed ; graphic descriptions of the condi- 
tions of the people have appeared in the press. 
Even the Utkal Conference, the National Assembly of 
the whole Oriya people u1moved the Govern- 
ment in the matter. But all to no purpose. 
conditions are growing worse every day. I quote 
below one oi the paragraphs that appeared in the 
papers. It described the conditions as they were in 
October last. 


“In many places the worst has come at last. 
What was but an apprehension has become a reality. 
The mother is snatching away the morsel of food 
froin the child. People under the pang of hunger 
have eaten fruits, roots, and leaves which were 
never used as iood. These, too, have become scarce 
now. In aflijected areas, specially in flooded tracts, 
distressed people are moving about every-where in mere 
skeletons appearing at every moment to fall 
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down. They lock like fearful spectres. Some 
of them are falling down dead. Such dead bodies 
are to be found Along the roadsides. Many are 
comumnitting theft in expectation of being better fed in the 
jail. People do not get food to buy. Those that 
have still some strength to work do not find 
labour. The mother has left her child and the hus- 
band his wife. Many have fled away, nobody knows 
where. Every one is now for himself. Little orphans 
are seen here and there under the grip of death. 
The terrible scenes of the great. Orissa famine of 
1866 have been repeated in several places. ” 


“This description is irue to the letter. I bear 
testimony to it. Had the Government complied with 
the request made by the Utkal Union Conference to 
depute some responsible officers to co-operate with 
the non-official members of the committe appointed 
by the Conference to enquire into the actual state of 
things, : am sure there would have been no room 
for Government to doubt or dispute the correctness 
of this description. Since these paragraphs appeared 
in the papers, conditions have grown still worse. 
Some villages have practically been deserted. The 
number of deaths is increasing. Whatever cause might 
be assigned to these deaths by the local officers, it 
can be stated with perfect certainty that most of them 
are due directly or indirectly to want of food. These 
facts will be brought to light in details when the 
result of the non-official committee appointed by. the 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


285 


Conference will be published. I have, however, to 
acknowledge the co-operation of the District Oificer, 
Puri with the non-official gentleman in organising 
private reliet measures which, inadequate as they 
were, gave some help to the people who were in sore 
need of it, the subscriptions from outside and spe- 
cially from the Hindi Natya Parishad and the Oriya 
Samaj of Calcutta, as also irom the Provincial 
Famine Relief Fund. But all these did not go a great 
way in alleviating the miseries that areso wide and 
intense. The private source of help has practically 
ceased to exist. Government help has now become 
.more absolute and urgent than ever. 


“I do not wish to take up the time of the 
Council for anv further detail. After I sent notice 
of this resolution, I visited some of the atffec- 
ted villages on the 8th instant with a view to 
making myself perfectly certain of the grounds 
which 1 should have to urge. I went into some 
houses. A year ago they were in good condition. 
The householders were known as well-to-do people. 
Now they have become absolutely destitute. I could 
find nothing on which they can lay their hands for 
theic maintenance. Lands they have sold or mort- 
gaged, utensils and ornaments they have already 
parted with, cattle they have lost. If they have 
still anything left, it is because they could not find 
buvers. I have brought some samples of their 
foodstuffs which I found in one of the houses |! 
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visited. Here I place them on my table. This 
specimen with green leaves is a kind of herb 
which nobody would ever use as food. The powder 
is made of husks with some particles of rice. The 
food which they take once a day and often at 
longer intervals, is prepared by hboiling the herb 
with the powder. Many cannot alford to add a 
little salt to iit. When this is the condition of those 
who were the families of fair competency in the 
village only a year ago, the sufferings of others 
might be more easily imagined than described. I 
have also in my table a photo of a group of 
famished people. It was taken in a village near Gop 
early in January last. It will speak for itseli. If con- 
ditions like these do not constitute famine I do not 
know what famine is. I leave the matter to the 
judgement of YOUR HONOUR and of this 
Council. 


“Even after all this I cannot lose faith inthe 
goodness and wisdom of a Government presided 
over by a considerate and popular administrator 
jikc Your Honour. Let the dead past bury its 
dead. Pray, have mercy on those that survive. 
It is their due. Let me hope and trust that famine 
will be declared. In that case larger expenditure 
will have to be incurred. If the Provincial share 
of the famine be raised to Rs 50,000, the total 
allotment on that head, including the Imperial share 
will come up to two lakhs, with which the 
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situation may be farely met. My suggestion is that a 
corresponding deduction of Rs. 31,000 may be made 
from the head Police. If proper relief measures are 
organised in famine-stricken areas of the Puri dis- 
trict, there is no doubt that crimes will decrease in 


that area. In the other parts of the province economic 
conditions have also improved. So we cau do next 
vear with less police force. Under the sub-head Special 
Police Force 20--D the provision for mounted military 
police has risen abnormally high, from 22 in the 
Revised to Rs. 80,875 in the estimate tor the next 
year. The detective {raining school may be post- 
poned for a year. Thus Rs. 31,000 may be deduc- 


ted from different items of the head Police without 
impairing the efficiency of the department. TI anti- 
cipate the objection of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member that 1 did not raise the question of famine 
relief in the Finance Committee. Itwas, however, 
raised by my Hon'ble friend Mr. S. K. Sahav. I did 
not press the point then, as I knew my proposal 
would not be acceptable on the ground that there 


was no definite scheme before the Government for 
famine relief operations in any area. Now the 
visit of the Divisiorial Com missioner to the distressed 
parts has given me hope that the matter will be 
svinpathetically and carefully considered. And as 
a menber of Your Honour’s Council bound hv 
solemn affir mation to faithfully discharge the duties 
on which I have entered, I consider it may duty 
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to avail myself of this opporlunity to plead the 
cause of the suffering humanity in that ill-fated 
tract which 1 represent. 


“With these words J commend this resolution 
to the acceptance of the Council.” 


~~ ~- x 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das: 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I consider myself called upon to meet the 
points that have been raised by the H on’ble 
Mr. Gruning. Jtis not my wish to differ irom any 
member of the Government unnecessarily. 1 wish 
I could see with him eye to eye. I know the 
situation which it has been my misfortune to describe 
inthe council in the wav I have done. I have 
been to the famine areas four times. Mr. Gruning 
has been there only once, and that only the other 
day. I was glad that the Hon’ble Mr. Gruning came 
to the spot at last That visit was long expected 
there. 1 wrote to the Hon'ble Mr. Gruning from 
Calcutta asking him to make it convenient to go to 
the worst affected parts. J regret 1 could not make 
time to be present there, because I had business 
here at Patna. On my return from here , I went 
.straight to the ‘spot. I heard Mr. Gruning went 
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only to the places that were just on the fringe of the 
affected area.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Gruning: 


‘‘May I speak a word by way of explanation ? 
I had intended to go to the villages which the 
Hon’ble Member told me were the worst affected. 
I only got as far as thana Gop, as I have alre ady told 
the Hon'ble Member. The reason was that after I 
had made all my arrangements, that very night there 
was a neavy thunder-storin and the roads beyond 
thana Gop were extremely bad. It took me over 
two hours to motor the short distance from Khurda 
to Gop, and it was with the utmost difficulty that 
] got there at all. That is the only reason why I 
did 1iot go further on. I should have visited all the 
villages, but I had not the time to do it, and it 
was only the thunder-storm that prevented ine.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“] did riot mean to find fault with the Hon’ble 
Mr. Gruning.” 


His Honour the President: 


“The Hon'ble Member would please confine 
himself more closely to the subject matter of the reso- 
lution. T allowed him great latitude in his speech 
when moving the resolution, but we cannot have a 
prolonged argumentation as {to the exact extent to 
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which famine prevai'ed last year or the adequacy 
of the measures taken 1o cope with it. The reso- 
lution before the Council is to raise the provision 
for famine relief in next year’s budget froin Rs. 19,000 
to Rs, 50,000/- and 1 hope the Hon'ble Member will 
confine his remarks to that particular question.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das 


“Am I to understand that I will not be 
given an opportuni{y to say whether my picture 
has been overdrawn or anything of the kind when 
the Hon'ble Mr. Gruning has raised these points. 
Will Your Honour be pleased to say ?” 


“His Honour the President: 


“I would ask the Hon'ble Member to be as 
brief as possible.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabhandhu Das 


“Well, if” the picture was overdrawn or under- 
drawn or not properly drawn, it would have been 
decided, as | have said in my speech at the 
outset, bevond all doubt, if the Government had 
deputed some responsible officer to co-operate 
with the non-official members of the Committee. 
It was with that object in view that the non- 
ofticial of the Committee requested the Government 
to depute some officers to co-operate with them. 
That would have made uimatters clear. The Hon'ble 
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Mr. Gruning says that Babu Jagabandhu Das told 
him that only 2,000 men deserved gratuitous relief. 
I saw Jagabandhu Babu on my return from here 
and he said that the villages that he himself 
visited contained 2,000 men that would deserve 
relief, thereby meaning that in the whole area 
there would be larger number deserving of relief. 
That is the information that Jagabandhu Babu 
gave me. Weli, it is said that three unions are 
affected.” 


The Hon’bie Mr. Gruning 


“Five Unions.” 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“Well, five unions. I am not definite about 
the number of unions that are affected. But in 
answer to a cjuestion of mine in the Council the 
information that I was supplied with justified re 
in saying that in three thanas nearly 250 villages 
are more or less affected. Of course there is no 
use discussing over a matter on which the officials 
and an humble non-official like myseli could not 
come to a definite agreement, especially when people 
are dying. 1 have seen things with my own eyes 
and I cannot dishelieve ny senses. Beyond this 1 
cannot say anything. The Hon'ble Meinber in 
charge has given ine assurance that money will 
be found il a proper case would be made out for 
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the declaration of famine. Declare famine or not 
but save the human lives there. That is my ear- 
nest prayer. The Hon’ble Mr. Gruning has said 
that everything that could be done has been done 
and is being done. All right, 1 do not find fault with 
the Government officers for what they have done, 
but 1 urge for what they can do even now ? Well 
it is said that only a small tract in a little district 
is affected and for this there is no reason that 
in the provincial budget the expenditure should be 
raised. But it does not matter whether it is a 
little tract or a big tract. If any human being in 
an unknown corner of this Province within the 
great empire of His Majesty dies for want of food, 
I think that his blood will be upon me and upon 
all those who are directly or indirectly responsible 
for conducting the adininistration. With these words 
I leave the matter in Your Honour’s hand,” 


His Honour the President : 


“Do 1 understand that {the Hon'ble Member 
accepts the assurance of the Hon'ble Member in 
charge that whatever money is needed for famine 
relief will be provided, or dows he wish to press 
the resolution to a division ? ” 


8. The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“* I accept it.” 


THE RESOLUTION WAS WITHDRAWN. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
AT PATNA ON TUESDAY, THE 30th MARCH, 1921. 


X xX X 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 


“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I am airaid the customary congr atul ations off er- 

ed on this occasion to the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member will give him little joy 

Budget (P. 306) and satisfaction today, after the 
appre ciation he has made of the 

general financial position of this province in present- 
ing to this Council the budget for the next year. 
His estimate of the condition of our finances is not 
encouraging, and practically confirms the apprehen- 
sion | expressed in my budget speech year before 
last. At any rate, the situation is one which cannot 
be viewed with a sence of perfect security. But I 
believe that the cause of anxiety is not so great as 
many may be inclined to think, and a considerable 
improvement may in future years be effected by 
following a strict policy of retrenchment and wise 
economy, and by encouraging industries and other 
productive activities for which there is a very large 
scope in this province. As this is the last budget 
under the old system, and a few months hence a 
new order of things will come into existence, bring- 
ing in new rights and privileges for the Council and 
(determining the future financial policy of provincial 
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Governinent , I do not think it necessary to dwell 
at ‘leugth on the budget which is now before us. 
But this is the last budget meeting in the life of the 
present Council over which Your Honour presides. 
There is no knowing how many of us will be return- 
ed to the Reforined Council. Some may not choose 
to stand as candidates. Some may not succeed in the 
election which, though ‘popular and broad-based, 
may present'some difficulties iin the beginning. So, 
with Your Honour's permission, I may take this 
opportunity to speak a few words on some matters 
of general interest. Before doing so, I consider it my 
duty to express my siricere thanks to Your Honour 
personally. for the Kind treatment you have always 
been pleased to accord tothe members of this Council. 
In common with the people whom we have 
the honour to represent, we, all of us, who have had the 
pleasure and privilege of working in this Council 
under your presidentship sincerely wish an extension 
of Your Honour'’s term of office, so that the Province 
may continue for sometime under your syinpathetic 
administration after the introduction of the reiorms 
which you so sincerely supported. 


“The present is an occasion for each member 

| to take stock of his work. It is quite 
a PM likely that some of us may 
vince for Orissa not have realized all the ideals with 
which they entered the Council. For 

myself, 1 see much remains to be done to bring 
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this Province into line with the sister provinces. 
But, Sir, the object of my immediate concern is 
Orissa whose fate is now hanging in the balance. 
The Mantagu-Chelmsford report has held out the 
promise of a sub-province to Orissa, the nature and 
character of which have now here been yet definitely 
laid down. Since the Hon’ble Mr. Sachchi- 
dananda Sinha moved his resolution in the 
Iinperial Legislative Council for the amalgamation 
of the Oriya Speaking tracts now lying 
scattered under four different administrations, 
a new hope has sprung up in the minds 
of the Oriyas, to whom administrative union is at 
the present moment the only thing needful in the 
body politic of India. But all these hopes and pros- 
pects are blighted when we look upon the present 
condition of this unfortunate land. Shall there be 
asub-provinceor a province for the Oriyas ? But let 
them live first. The vital statistics of some years past 
show a startling death-rate in almost all the distri- 
cits of Orissa, which, if allowed to continue 
unabated, may cause the total depopulation of that 
traci. In some rural and urban areas, the worst has 
alinost come. 1 specially draw Your Honour'’s attention 
io Balasore where for some months continuously 
the number of deaths is 30 or 40 times more than the 
number of births, In other districts the loss of life 
due to epidemics and other causes is equally great. 
Economic depressions when added to the ravages of 
epidemics are bound to multiply human miseries. The. 
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coast districts of Orissa are more or less liable to flood 
or drought almost every year. From the reply of the 
Government to a question of mine, it appears that 25 
per cent of the area of these districts is unprotected 
against floods. Repeated damage to crops has resulted 
in the diminution of the resisting power of the people. 
Besides those that die untimely of disease or destitu- 
tion, many are driven by want of labour to go to 
distant places in quest of employment. This has 
now in some places caused dearth of labourers to carry 
on ordinary agricultural operations. In short the 
situation in Orissa has become one of extreme 
complication and difficulty, causing very grave 
anxieties to those that have eyes to see. I may 
humbly suggest that it would be not a day too soon 
to start an inquiry into the causes of the epidemics in 
Orissa, specially in Balasore, with a view to adopt 
measures for their removal. The embankment policy 
needs to be thoroughly examined, the mouths of some 
of the rivers should be opened up for the discharge of 
flood-water, and other necessary steps should be taken 
to save the country from inundation, while side by 
side with this, provision should be made for 
extensive irrigation. If the canal sytem has not 
proved a success, some cheaper method might be 
introduced. 


“After all, it has been found that agriculture can 
no longer success[lully continue as the sole stay of 
existence in Orissa. Itis of course very difficult to 
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give a constructive programme to save the situation, 
but one thing is clear thal where agriculture has failed 
to meet the requirements, it must be largely supp- 
lemented by manufactures and industries. In this, 
again, the initiative has to be taken by the Government, 
I have to note here with sincere grief that the efforts 
of this Government four the revival of salt-mamufac- 
ture in Orissa have not produced the result so eagerly 
expected. I trust however, that the fate of that 
question has not heen finally sealed; and if the 
Government contiiiue to work at it, the difficulty of 
fright may oneday be overcome. I have often 
referred in my bndget speeches to cottage industries. 
The creation of a department of industries Will, I 
hope, contribute largely to their development. If 
one part of the province stands in greater need 
than another of the revival and improvement of 
small industries, I think Orissa claim deserves the 
first consideration. 


“While dealing with the condition of 3 distre- 
ssed and dying people, it may not sound well to 
speak of the grievances of the educated class, whose 
sense of grief at the miseries of the mass of their 
fellow men in heightened by the neglect with which they 
themselves are treated. But the grievances are there, 
and are a source of complaint. The educated 
Oriyas feel that Orissa public opinion does not 
receive at the hands of the Government the considera- 
tion which Government has shown during the 
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last three years, with regard to matters stich aS 
the election of the Chairman of the Cuttack 
Municipality, the famine in the Puri District and $uch 
minor matters as the location of a beei-stall in. a 
town. In the matter of employment ’in the public 
service, the feeling of the Oriyas is also one of 
disappointment. Most of their local deeds, though 
repeatedly urged on the attention of the authorities, 
remain long unsatisfied. Should I refer to the 
proposal of an Engineering School at Cuitack ? I 
think I need not dilate at length on these matters. 
I have indicated only a few of the grievances to 
keep the Government informed about the’ feelings 
and wishes of the pcople of Orissa. . 


“I cannot, however, conclude with out expre- 
ssing the feelings of relief which, I think, the 
establish ment of the B.L. classes in the Ravenshaw 
College next session will bring to the educated 
community of Orissa, and it will I ho pe, be followed 
shortly by the institution of Post-Graduate teaching 
for which, I understand, the Maharani of Sonepore 
has offered to the Government a donation of 
Rs. 506,000 so that the college may be on a fair way 
to the development of a University for Orissa.” 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
COUNCIL MET IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AT RANCHI ON FRIDAY, 
THE 39TH JULY 1920. 


ଏ < 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Are the Government aware of a strong 
desir [1 e Oriyas to 

Opening of . Posh sire on th part of the Oriy 
Graduate classes in the have provieion for Post-Graduate 


Ravenshaw College. ¢ : ¢ 
(Page-343) ¢. teaching in the Ravenshaw 
College 2? 


(by Will the Government be pleased to 
state the number of Oriya students in the Post- 
Graduate classes in the Patna College ? 


(c) Are the Government aware that the 
Oriya B. L. students in Calcutta have the ad van- 
tage of attending Post-Graduate classes under the 
University there 2? 


(d) Will the Government he pleased to con- 
sider the desirability of opening M. A. Classes in 
one or two subjects at least along with the B.L. 
Classes in the Ravenshaw College to give the 
Oriya graduates the samme facilities as they are 
now enjoying in Calcutta. 


(e) Will the Government be pleased to state 
when the chair for imparting Post-Graduate teach- 
ing in the Ravenshaw College for which the 
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Maharani of Sonepur has made a donation of 
Rs. 50,006 is likely to be instituted ? 
Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy: 
(a) Government are aware that many e duc ated 
Oriyas are in favour of the measure. 


(b) Five. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) M. A. Classes cannot be opened until the 
new buildings for the Ravenshaw College are com- 
pleted. and it will be a matter for the new 
Government to decide whether and, if so, when 
such classes are to be opened. 


(e) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the 
answer given to a similar question of the Hon'ble 
Babu Braja Sundar Das. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 


(a) Is it a fact that a memorial has been submitted 

to Government on behalf of the public 

a ଡା beef meeting held at Cuttack fur the removal 
Cuttack, of a beef stall from the site where it is 


under construction ? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state 
whether they have come to any decision on the 
memorial ? 

Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Sifton: 


(a) Yes. 


(b) The site has not yet been finally settled. 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been 
Morteliiic hs drawn to the monthly returns of vital 
the disfrict .» statistics of the Balasore District for the 
of Balasore Jast twelve months ? 


(b) Is it a fact that mniost of the deaths are due 
to malaria ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that cases of beri- 
beri have also occurred in some places in that District ? 


(dd) Will the Government be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken to prevent the spread of mala- 
ria in the Balasore District ? 

(ec) Do the Government intend to direct an 
inquiry into the causes of several diseases from which 
the district is so seriously suffering, with a view to 
organize measures for the improvenient of the situa- 
tion ? 

Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Sifton: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Slightly more than half the deaths were ascri- 
bed at fevers, and inost of these cases were probably 
malaria. 

(c) Yes. Two hundred and ten cases have been 
treated in the past year in Balasore Hospital. 


(d) (i) Large stocks of quinine were kept in all 
the hospitals and dispensaries in the district for 
distribution to malarial patients. 
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(ii) Free distribution of quinine was made 
through the police aid vaccination staff in the 
affected areas. 

(iii) Two (fever-relief committees were 
formed in the town of Balasore, the members of which 
were supplied with medicines from the hospital, 
which they distributed to patients in their houses 
under instructions from the Assistant Surgeon of the 
Sadar Hospital. 

(iv) Insanitary pits are being filled up by 
the Municipality to prevent the breeding of malaria 
carrying mosquitoes. 

(v) A Sub-assistant Surgeon is carrying out 
a malaria survey in the town of Balasore. 

(e) Government have at present no officers 
available who would be competent to undertake such 
an inquiry as is suggested by the Hon'ble Meniber. 

Xx X Xx 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das: 
“YOUR HONOUR, 
“As 1 think there will be no voting on this resolu- 
| tion and as Your Honour has left to 
a he the non-official members its discussion, 
on 2/ the result of the discussion having to be 
provide fund Submitted to the Government of India, 
for the estoblis- 1 think it is my duty to express my 


hmentof 
Patna Dnicorsily views on the subject. In the first 
a place I whole-heartedly support this 
Muhammad Noor resolution. My next submission is 


(Page 371) that when a child is born, he is 
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to he nursed for five years of its existerice, the 
next ten years are the period of training, and 
when the child reaches sixteen years he is to he 
treated as equal. This province is now in the eighth 
year of its existence and we have still eight years 
before us before we are expected to be treated 
on an equal footing with the other provinces of 
India. We are the creation of the Government of 
India, I should say the creation of His Gracious Maje- 
sty the King Emperor. {It deserves nursing: it deserves 
proper training. If the Government of India do not 
consider it to be their duty lo give this province pro- 
per education and training, I should submit that the 
Govern ment fail in their duty.” 

THE RESOLUTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY 
AGREED TO. 


Xx xX X 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“] think it will not he a day too soon to have such 


Agricultural i i 
ebourers Bill a legislation passed. The day of the 


(Paxe-364) masses is coming. Every honest- 
minded man must recognize this fact, and before 
the labouring masses clamour tor their loaf, 
let us give them a half. 1 believe that the time has 
come when this legislation should be passed, and there 
should rio dissenting voice be raised from any member 
of this Council.” 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 

“YOUR HONOUR, 

Os the resulution of Shri “The resolution,is on a subject 
Braj Sundar Das recomme- which affects very vitally 
nding the Gout. for the a large majority of the popu: 
appointment of a Commi- lation in Orissa and in which 
ttee 19 enqure info I, as ornte having suffered seri- 
condition of the flooded ously from the effects of floods 
and unprotected arcas and having worked in some 
of Orissa Dt vision. of the heavy floods that have 
( Page-310 ) taken place during the last 
twelve or thirteen years, feel myself deeply and 
anxiously concerned. 


“I have myself seen with my own eyes and have 
worked in the disastrous floods of 1907 which made 
desolate a vast tract of country in the Kendrapara 
and Jajpur subdivisions of the Cuttack district. The 
effects of flood in the Puri district last year are, I 
think, too well know to the Government and to the 
members of this Council; and the people of that 
unfortunate tract are still suffering untold uiniseries 
from them. I am co ming here straight from another 
terrible scene which the heavy and unprecedented 
floods in the Brahmani and Kharsua rivers in the 
Cuttack district have created only last week. The 
enitire tract in that district is now a vast sheet of 
water which rentlered the situation for the first three 
or four days quite hopeless, as it was almost beyond 
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all human efforts to give any assistance to the unhappy 
sufferers. Iam sure the Government have received 
by this lime information about this flood, but the 
extent of the area under flood isso wide and the 
devastation caused so great that I am afraid acc urate 
information has not yet been obtained. I do not 
however wish to give a description of what I hove seen, 
let I may be charged with presenting to the Courcil 
an overdrawn picture, but I can emphatically assert 
that the loss and disaster caused by the floods. I speak 
of heavy and serious floods and not of ordinary once 
cannot be too highly exaggerated. At any rate it has 
to be admitted that the question of flood in Orissa is 
one about which we cannot be too anxious and 
attentive. I do not mean to Suggest that 
the Government have been totally indifferent with rega- 
rd to the question. Ever since 1830 a little over a 
quarter of a century after the British occupation of 
Orissa, when the emb ank ments were placed under the 
charge of the Public Works Department, the matter 
has been receiving attention of the Government from 
time to time. The resolution of the Hon’b!e Member 
asks for the appointment of a com mittee of inquiry 
into the conditions of the flooded areas. The inquiry 
asked for will not bea new thing. Such inquiries 
have been made by individual officers and by commi- 
ttees especially appointed for the purpose, and it 
cannot be said that they were in vain. I would 
rather sav that, as the result of these inquiries, the 
cana] system in Orissa has come into existence 
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whereby quite a large tract of the country has been 
protected. Ifthe protective works, which were so 
wisely and henevoiently undertaken, were extended 
to the other unprotected parls of Orissa, as Was 
contemplated in the original proposal, ‘the liability of 
the delta to inundation would have been considerbly 
minimized. From the reply to a question of mine 
in this Council last year, it appears that nearly one- 
fourth of the cultivable areas in the three coast-districts 
of Orissa are tunprotected. The Government were 
not very definite in their reply, and from what I 
have seen of the districts of Puri and Cuttack during 
the last two years, I may safely say that the area is 
much larger. The liability of such vast tract to. 
annual devastation and ruin is bound to cause 
grave anxieties not only to the people but also to their 
administrators. It is obvious that the well-being of a 
mass of our people and the security and increase of 
revenues in an agricultural country like ours depend 
almost solely upon the success with which this deva- 
stating force of nature is restrained and controlled. 
Opinions will no doubt vary with regard to how the 
controi might be effected. As a matter of fact, there 
have been such conflicting opinions with regard to 
the embank ments in Orissa during the last forty years. 
Some engineers say that the embankments 
should all be demolished or abandoned ; the Revenue 
Officers in-charge of the settlement do not quite 
endorse this view, while the lay public, who are 
the real sufferers, cannot persuade themselves to 
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believe that such a Sweeping step, which on the 
very face of it appears to be fraught with serious 
danger, would bring them any relief and protection. 
But, all the same, the aduinistrator on the spot has 
to face the grave Situation caused by floods, 
aimost year after year. Now the question is 
wnether this state of things should be allowed tc 
go on. I submit, Sir, thal the time has come 
when strenous eftorts should be made to set the 
question at rest. I may however state here with 
a sincere feeling of regret that of late years the 
subject has not received as much thought and 
attention from Government as it deserves. In 
1900 Mr. Inglis writes in his reports ; ‘It cannot 
be said that any thing has yet been done to save 
the Puri district as a whole irom the iiability to 
inundation. It is recorded that in 1866 ine effect 
of the flood in the southern part of the Puri 
district was increased by the fact that the outlet 
from the Chilka lake to the sea had been closed by 
a sand bar.’ And the same learned engineer Eex- 
pressed a wish, ‘It is improbably that this would 
accrue again without being noticed and remedied 
in due time.’ But the opening of Chilka mouth 
is still a question and 1 think the difficulty is 
still there. What Mr. Inglis said with regard tou 
the Puri district may be said with equal force 
with regard to the other unprotected parts of the Orissa 
Division which Jie exposed to the revages ol 
flood and are liable to danger on account of the 
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protective canal system over the continuous areas. 
Now that the settlement operations are to be 
undertaken in Orissa, the question of protection 
of cultivable areas should demand careful! consi- 
deration of the Government. 1 think the subject has 
been placed before the Council just in time. My 
friend the Hon’ble mover does not suggest any 
definite course to be adopted. All that he wants 
in an inquiry into {the matter So that a satis- 
tactory solution may be reached, on which the 
sufety and well being of the unfortunate millions 
of Orissa and future financial improvement of that 
Division so vitally depends. With these few words. 
Sir, I lend my earnest support to the resolution 
and 1 sincerely trust that in view of the jim- 
portance and urgency of the situation, and the 
good which a snccessful protection from flood is 
sure to bring to the people and to the State, 
the Government will not fail to appoint a com- 
mitte on which, 1 may suggest, the authoritative 
experts, practical administrator and the suffering 
people should be represented. 


“Before I sit down, Sir, allow me to say 
that the question of flood is a life and death 
question to us. Officers who have not been in 
Orissa and non-official members who have not 
seen the suffering of the millions of our people 
in the flooded tracts do not realise the difficul- 
lies under which we have to work. As a matter 
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of fact, owing to flood and owing to the condi- 
tion of the famine, my race is wradually going 
to be extinct. I may draw Your Honour’s alten- 
tion to the vital statisticc that are appearing from 
month to month from the Sanitary Boards’ Office. 
From that it will be seen that in the districts of 
Cuttack, Puri and Balasore—Angu! also may be 
included, though the condition of that district is 
different with regard to flood from those three 
coast-districts the death rate is more than double. 
I once calculated the figures, taking those that 
are leaving the country for wages to dislant places, 
most of whom are not likely to come back. [I 
am afraid within the next thiry-five years this 
country will be entirely depopulated. Is Your Honour'’s 
Government going to allow an ancient country like 
uurs to be so depopulated, to be so devastated year 
after year by this calamity. 1 sincerely hope the 
members of this Council and Your Honour's Govern- 
ment wilt fully sympathize with us in our dificult 
situation. Help us, or we will die. Let not this be the 
last cry of a dying swan, ‘We die, save us’. When f{ 
say this 1 speak out the minds of thousands of 
people that are still suffering in the Kendrapara 
and Jajpur Subdivision, in the flooded areas of 
the Puri district and on the banks of the Sub- 
arnarekha and the Sele rivers. 1 am speaking 


the mind of these unfortunate people. Either 
hear them, or let them die.” 


Xx xX N 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BIHAR AND ORISSA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MET 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RANCHI ON 


FRIDAY, THE l0th SEPTEMBER, 1921. 


X , ଏ xX 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Is there any foundation for the rumour that 


Removal of district headquarters of Balasore 
headquarters of will be removed from Balasore to 
Balnsore io hadrak ? 
BhadraRr. Bhadrak # 


Reply by the Hon’ble Mr. Hubback : 


Government are not aware of any such rumour. 
If it exists, there is no foundation f or it. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Will the Government be pleased to state—- 
Filing up of (a) how many pits have been tilled up 
pits and water jn the town of Balasore since His 
works sch“M¢ Honours last visit to that Municipali- 
of the Bulasore - 
Municipality. ty and the a mount expended 
thereon; and 


(b) What steps have been taken to establish 
water works in the Balasore Municipality for which 


allotments have been made in the last two budgets ? 
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Reply by the Hon’ ble Mr. Sifton : 


(a) It is reported that 29 pits have already been 
filled up and that 4 more have been taken in hand, 
that a sum of Rs. 8, 419 has been spent up-to-date 
and that provision has been made for filling up &5 
pits in ali. 

(b) A revised scheme has not yet been prepared, 
but it is hoped that the Sanitary Engineer will he 
able to take it up at an early date as the Sanitary 
Board have placed this project first on thelist of 
desirable projects not yet taken up. Till the scheme 


is revised, no allot ment can be made. 
The Hon’ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


With reference to their reply in 
Steps {taken . 
for the preven. the last meeting of the 
tlon of the Council regarding ‘he steps taken 
spreud of mala“ for the prevention of the spread of 
ria in Y 
district of Bala- malaria in the Balasore, last year are 
sore. now being continued ? 


Replied by the Hon'ble Mr. Sifton 

Yes, with the exception of free distribution 
of quinine on a large scale. This measure is adopted 
only during an epidemic of malaria, and there is at 


present no such epidemic in Balasore. 
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The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

(a) Is it a fact that the Middle and Training School 
dr an examination questions on all the 
Training School SUbjects except literature are the same 
examination. in all the different vernaculars of the 

province ? 


(b) Is the examination in each diffe rent subject 
controlled by a Head examiner ? 


(c) If not, will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirahility of introducing the system of 
uniform marking by a head examiner in each: subject 
for all vernacul ars ? 


Reply by the Hon’bie Mr. Rainy : 


(a) This year the questions in Oriya, Bengali 
and Hindi were different but those in Hindi and 
Urdu were the saine. In previous years the questions 
except those on literature were practic ally the same 
in all the vernaculars. 

(b) No. 

(c) The suggestion is not feasible. It would he 
difficult to find examiners with an adequate know- 
ledge of all four vernacular. 


The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
(a) Is it a fact that grazing fees have recently 
Increase of been increased in the Khurda 


gruzing fees 
in Khurda. forest ? 
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(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to 
give a statement showing (i) the present fees fur 
different classes of domestic animals and the 
proposed increase in each case, (ii) the day from which 
the increase is to take effect, and (iii) the reason 
for the increase ? 


Repiy by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 
(a) The answer is in the affirmative. 


(b) The grazing fees for sheep and goats have 
been increased from annas 4 to Re. 1 per head per 
annum. No change has been in the rates for any 
other domestic anim als. 


(ii) The orders of Government sanctioning 
the increase Were passed on 16th January, 1920. The 
new rates were brought into effect from April, 1920. 


(iii) The increase is intended to discourage 
the keeping of sheep and goats for commercial 
purposes in the protected forests owing to the damage 
which they do to tree-growth. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Are the Government aware of the fact that 
Remisson of in the affected parts of the Puri district 
Chaukidan flix may of the chaukidari presidents pay 
of ee from their own poc ket the chaukidari tax 
of Puri. which the distressed residents of their 

union are unable to pay? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to issue instructions to suspend 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


314 


or remit the collection of the tax from such persons 
as are not in a position to pay it ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 


(a) Government are aware that in parts of the 
Puri district where distress exists, the poorer classes 
find difficulty In paying the chaukidari assessments. 
Where the amounts collected are insufficient to 
defray the salaries of the chaukidars, under the law the 
sum required is payable by the members of the pan- 
chayat but not necessarily by the President. 


(b) The Com missioner has submitted proposals 
for the remission of the chaukidari tax payable by 
persons assessed at 8 annas or less in the affected 


areas, and these proposals have been sanctioned by 
Government. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Number of 


persons in (a) Will the Government ne p leased 
cord to give statement showing— 
relief 


(i) the number of persons in each of the affected 
thanas of the Puri district in receipt of gratuitous relief 
during the third week of August, 1920; and 


(ii) the population according to the last census 
and the percentage of recipients of gratuitous relief to 
the entire population in each thana ? 
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(b) Will the Government be pleased to state for 
the information of the Council in which of these 
thanas the conditions laid down in Section 68 of the 
Bihar and Orissa Famine Code for the declaration of 
famine have been satisfied ? 

Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback: 

(a) A statement* is laid or the table, 

(b) The criterion laid down has been attained 
i Gop, Pipli and Puri Sadar thanas. 

The Hon’bie Babu Gopabandhu Das asked as a 
supplementary question : 

“Will the Governn.ent be pleased to state if they 
‘intend declaring famine in the three thanas Gop, Pipli 
and Puri Sadar, where the conditions have been satis- 
fied 2?” 

The H on'bte Mr. Hubback replied : 
“Government have no such present intention.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Are the Government aware that the Chauki- 
dari Act of 1871 is syste matically 


Non-observange I ee 
of certain pro- disregarded in the Puri district as 


visions of the regards the signing of village birth and 
Chaukidari Act 
in the district death registers by one of the me nibers 
Er of the chaukidari panchayat ? 
* Appendix—L 
(Page— 434) 
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(b) If so, do the Government intend to remedy 
this state of things ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 

Government are not aware that thestate of affairs 
described in the question exists in the Puri district, but 
enquiry will be made if the Hon'ble Member so 
desires. 

The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked as a 
supplementary que stion: 


“I (Jesire to have the information.” 
The Hon’ bte Mr. Rainy replied : 


“The enquiry desired by the Hon’ble Member will 
be made.” 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

Will the Government be pleased to give in a 
tabular form information regarding 
Injormation the areas inundated in each of the 
£ several thanas of the districts of Cuttack, 
Puri, Balasore and Sambalpur by the 

floods of the current year, showing— 


(a) the numb er of breaches in flood-embank ments; 


(b) the depth of water over the areas and the 
nuinber of days for which tliey were submerged; 


(c) the population living on the tract inundated; 


(d) the number of human lives, if any, lost by 
drowning or any other accidents; 
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(e) the number of cattle lost, if any, and the 
number of houses destroyed: 


(f) the ownership of the areas; 


(g) the gross revenue paid to the Zamindars 
concerned and to the Government for these areas; 


(h) which of the areas are considered protected 
and which unprotected? 


(i) the names of the rivers by which they were 
inundated, 

({} whether any of these areas were inundated 
by the iloods of 1919 and affected hy the drought 
‘of the previous year; and 


(k) the measures of relief, if any, given by Govern- 
ment during the first month of the flood and the 
amountspent for the purpose ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback : 

The information asked for by the Hon'ble 
Meimber has been partly given in answer to questions 
asked by the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das and 
the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Dwaraka Nath. For the 
rest, Goverment will in most inatters be informed 
by the Commissioner when finally reporting on the 
floods, but they can not engage to obtain such 
previse and delailed information as the Hon'ble 
Member has asked for. It should be most inadvisa- 
ble to divert the energies of the local officers from 
actual relief work to the collection of such information 
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The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
Hebe 29 when the breached portion of the right 
right embank- embankment of the river Debi near 
ment 0} the {the village Oaian in the Puri district 
raver Dem, was repaired this year and when it 
was broken again during the current year ? 


(b) Will they enquire why this portion of the 
embankment was breached within so short a period 
of its repair ? 

Reply by the Hon’bhte Mr. Mellor: 

(a) The embankment was repaired in June last. 
A retired line of 4,600 feet len gth was constructed 
which breached in several places in the following 
month. 

(b) The high flood of 25th July overtopped the 


new embankment, and the new earth-work to a total 
length of 2,350 feet was consequently washed away. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabhandhu Das asked : 


Wil! the Government be pleased to give a 

statement showing the amount which 

Grants-in-wuid each of the Middle English schools of 

to middle the province was annual!ly receiving 

Engltsh Schools from local bodies before their transfer 

from the management of such bodies 

aid the amount each is receiving now as Government 
aids ? 
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Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy: 


A statement* containing the information is laid on 
the table. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
Fall in the Whether the numbers of students in 
number of Primary schools in some of the districts 


students in of Orissa have decreased owing to dist- 
primary schools ress : 


(b) If the reply be in the atfirmative, will they 
be pleased to give a statement showing the annual 
decrease in each thana of the districts between 
the year 1917-18 and 1919-20 2? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy: 


(a) There has been a decrease in the number 
of students in Primary Schools in Orissa during the 
last three years, which is probably duce partly to 
distress and partly to sickness. 

(b) Figures for each thana separately are not 
available, but a statement** containing the infor- 
mation for the districts of the Orissa Division 
is laid on the table. 


*Appendix—M 
(Page No. 435) 
*+* Appendix N 
Page 441) 
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The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 
(a) Is it a fact that imrany Primary Schools 
in some of the districts of Orissa have 


been abolished owing to the pre- 
Sent distress ? 


Abolition of 
primary schools, 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of such schools in each 
district ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 


(a) and (b) The decrease in the number of 
Primary Schools shown in the statement laid on 
the table in answer to his last question is probably 
due partly to the prevailing scarcity and distress 
and partly to sickness. Some of the schools have 
only been closed temporarily. In some cases the 
reduction is due to the concentration and amalga- 
mation of redundant school. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked 


(a) Are the Government aware that in the 
distressed areas of Orissa many Pri- 

Remuneration mary school teachers do not regularly 
Co oes get their remuneration from the vil- 
in distressed agers and have to depend solely upon 


er the stipends from the local bodies ? 


(b) If so, will the Government consider the 
desirability of increasing their stipends ? 
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‘Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 


(a) Voluntary contributions of money or 
food-grains by the villagers have ceased in many 
villages, both in the distressed areas and elsewhere. 


(b) This is primarily a matter for the local 
bodies. Government have laid down minimum rates, 
but the local bodies are at liberty to increase these 
rates if their funds per mit. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 
Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(a) if there are anv scholarships or free- 

studentships exclusively reserved for 

Reservation pupils from the untouchable classes 

of Scholarships (other than the aborigines) in Govern- 

for untouchables. ment Secondary schools and colleges 
in the province ; and 


(b) if the answer be in the alfirmative, the 
number of such scholarships and free-studentships 
and the institutions in which they are established 2? 


(c) If not, do the Government intend to 
create such scholarships and free-studentships ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 
(a) No. 


(b) The question does not arise. 
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(c) There has been no such proposal, but 

the suggestion will now be considered. 
The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 

Will the Government he pleased to state— 
Speria. provision (a) if there is any spetial provision for 
for Primary Ldu- the encouragement of Primary Edu- 
cation among the cation among the untouchable classes 
untouchable classes. (as distinguished from aborigines}, and 


(b) the number of PFrimary schools for 
students irom such classes ? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 


(a) Information regarding the special measures 
taken for the education of the “untouchable” cla-’ 
sses will be found in Chapter XVII of the Q uin- 
quennial review of education and in the chapter 
on the educ ation of special classes in the annual 
reports. Special grants have been inade for the 
education of Pans in Orissa. 

(b) 135. When no objections are raised, 
untouchables are encouraged to attend ordinary 
schools. 

The Hon’bte Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state if in 
consequence of Mr. Sinha’s resolution on 
Amalgamation the amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking 
of the Oriya tracts they have received any commuitni- 
speaking tracts cation from the Government of India 
asking their opinion on the subject ? 
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(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will 
they be pleased io state if they have sent their 
reply ? 


Reply by the ldon’bie Mr. Rainy : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) No. The materials for a reply will not 
be complete until after the census in March next 
and the Governinent of India have asked that it 
may be sent by the Ist of May, 1921. 


The Hon ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked . 


(a) Will tlie Government be pleased to state 
Establishment whether they have received sanction 
cf anengineening from the Government of India for 
schoo! a! the establishment of an engineering 

Cuttack. school at Cuttack ? 


(b) If so, when do they intend to start the 
institution ? 

(c) If the answer be in the negative, will 
the Government be pleased to take steps to ex- 
pedite the matter ? 


Repfiy by the Hon'ble Mr. Rainy : 


The Hon'ble Member's attention is invited to 
a similar question asked by the Hon‘ble Babu 
Braja Sundar Das. 
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The Hon’ble Babn Gopabandhu Das asked: 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
Post-Graduate the numher of scholarships reserved 
Scholarships for the Post-Graduate téaching of the 
for Orissa Oriya vraduates from the Ravenshaw 
students College, Cuttack ? 


(b) In view of their reply to my question asked 
on 30th July regarding the opening of Post- 
Graduate classes in the Ravenshaw College, do the 
Government intend to increase the number of such 
scholarships ? 


Reply by the Hon’bte Mr. Rainy : 


(a) One Post-Graduate scholarship is reserved 
for a native of Orissa if a duly qualified candi- 
date is available. 


(b) It is not at present intended to increase 
the number of Post-Graduate scholarships. 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das asked : 


Sarbarakari- (4) Will the Government he pleased 
system in to make a statement of their policy 
Khurda. with regard to the Sarbarakari system 


in the Khurda Subdivision ? 


(b) Has the re-grouping of the Sarbarakaris 
been completed ? 
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(c) Will the Government be pleased to state if 
thev received any objections from the Sarbarakara of 
Khurda to such re-grouping ? 


(d) If so, how have they disposed of these obje- 
ctions ? 


Repiy by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubhack : 


(a} The policy of Government with regard to the 
Sarbarakars is to aim at greater efficiency by elimina- 
ting useless incumbents and making the remuneration 
adequates for those who are retained. 

(b) No. 

(c) A few objections were received at the end of 
1918 and the beginning of 1919. 


(d\ Government declined to interfere. 
The Hon’hle Babu Gopabandhu Das asked: 


Embankment With reierence to the reply given by the 
Commitee. Hor’ble Sir Walter Maude to the Hon'ble 
Babu Braja Sundar Das’s resolution in the last meeting 
of the Council, will the Government be pleased :— 


(a) io state how many times the Conimittree 
(the staiiding Coinmittee referred to in the reply)has 
met since its creatioii ; 

(b) to lay on the table the proceedings of the 
meetings of this committee for the last three years; and 

(c) to state whether the Committee has ever 
suggested anv measures for the solution of the flood 
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probjem in Orissa, and what action, if any, Govern- 
ment have taken on their suggestions 2? 


Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. Hubback: 


(a) The inuforination is not yet available, but will 
be supplied when received. 


(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer 
given to a similar question asked by the Hon’ble Babu 
Braja Sundar Das. 


(c) The Committee has never attempted any 
general solution of the flood problem in Orissa. Its 
function is to examine specific proposals put before it by 
its members of the kind indicated in the minutes of its 
last meeting. Its recommendations are considered bv 
the officers of the Public Works Department, the 
(Pages 406 orders of Government being taken w hen 
to 412 ) 

those orders are required. 


xX xX x 


13. The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das moved the 
following resolution : 


“That this Council reconimends to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council that a comprehensive survey of 
the waterways in the coast-districts of Orissa be made 
with a view to devising measures for the proposed 
drainage of the country whereby the destructive effects 
of inundation might be mitigated and the sanitary 
conditions in the rural areas might be improved.” 
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He Said : 
“YOUR HONOUR” 


“I am afraid, on a mere statement of this resolu- 
tion, some of my friends here may be inclined to think 
that having seen the fate which the resolution of my 
friend the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das practic ally 
on the same subject met at the last meeting of the 
Council, I should have been better advised not to move 
my resolution so soon. But, Sir, the subject is of so 
vital importance to the people of Orissa that its 
discussion cannot be too often initiated. Since the 
last meeting of the Council I have made a tonr in parts 
of the flooded areas of the Cuttack and Puri districts. 
It was in the midst of the scenes of havocs and deso- 
lations in these affected areas that I decided to take the 
last chance in the life of this Council to urge once 
more upon the Government the necessity and desira- 
bility of further consideration on the subject of flood 
and inundation which, as I have often said, is the life 
and death problem to the millions of people living in 
the deitaic tracts of Orissa. 

“The object of this resolution is to bring reliei 
to the people from the disastrous effects of floods and 
of the insanitary conditions due largely to the want of 
proper drainage of the country. I sincerely trust 
Your Honour’s Government and the members of this 
Council will be in ful! sympathy with this object. With 
regard to the insanitary conditions, I should like to say 
very briefly that in view of the appailingly increasing 
rate of mortality in Orissa urgent measures should he 
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taken to improve the situation. Fever, malaria and 
such other diseases are gradually spreading in the 
coast-districts of Orissa where, afew years ago, they 
were quite unknown. They should be checked in the 
beginning, or in a few years hence the situation might 
defy all efforts. It goes without saying that by the 
adoption measures for the proper drainage of the 
country, much improvement can be madein this 
direction. 


“The effects of flood and inundation in Orissa are, 
I think, too well-known to every member of this Coun- 
cil. A passing glance over the flood-affected areas of 
that Division, even atthe present moment after a 
month and a half has elapsed since the present cala- 
mity took place, will convince any observer of the 
extent of damage and destruction from which the 
people have suffered. Not only have the crops which 
were very promising this year been completely destro- 
yed, but the fields have in places been washed away. 
The number of houses as given in the statement 
placed before the Council to-day is about 27,000 
throughout the districts of Cuttack, Puri, Balasore and 
Sambalpur. 1 am told over 5!) per cent of the popula- 
tion have become homeless in the inundated tracts of 
the Cuttack district, and from what I have seen of the 
villages I visited I have no reason to doubt this 
estimate. Many cattle were lost and those that could 
besaved had to stand in water for several days 
without any fodder. In these circumstances the 
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miseries of the people can be better imagined than 
described. While adinitting that this vear'’s flood is 
unusually high and has caused unusual difficulties and 
damage, I venture to say that such a state of things 
more or less happens in some parts of Orissa almost 
every year. Since 19 )7 there hav? been three high 
floods including the present one, each at an interval of 
about six years. Besides these there have been floods 
in cther years, such asthe one of the last year in the 
Puri district, which, though not so extensive, are not 
less harmful and disastrous to the particular areas 
affected. 


“The effects of floods on the economic conditions 
of the country can he properly appreciated by an esti- 
mate of the damage they cause to the people in the 
loss of their paddy, house and other property. In the 
great flood of 1866, the loss in paddy only was estima- 
ted at over 90 lakhs of rupees. The loss by the present 
flood must be much larger. The Manager oft Killah 
Aul, Mr. S. K. Agasti, in his notes on the Cuttack 
floods, just published, estimates the total loss in paddy 
for his Killah at Rs. 20 lakhs ona very modest calcu- 
lation. The area of the Aul estate is about 88 squ are 
miles. The area of total loss of crop as given inthe 
statement is &82 Square miles. On the basis of Mr .Aga- 
sti’s estimate, the loss in paddy alone for whole of the 
flood-affected tracts in the different districts of Orissa 
would come to 200 lakhs. Add to this the damages the 
people have sustained by the loss of their houses, cattle 
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and other properties. I! am afraid this calculation 
would lead the most optimistic iinind to a state of 
utter despondency and despair. In short, if there is 
one cause more than another responsible for the 
gradual impoverishment of Orissa and for the gradual 
physical deterioration and decay of its people, I would 
un-hesitatingly point out to the floods. Rightly has 
Sir William Hunter said that “Floods and Drought are 
the real calamities of Cuttack as of all the other 
districts of Orissa.” This statement is as true now as 
when it vas said more than half a century ago. Now, 
Sir, how long can a poor country like Orissa, which 
has to depend solely upon agriculture, stand under 
such circumstances ? 1 respectfullv ask whether the 
force of nature should be allowed to commit the 
ravages it has been doing or whether anything should 
be done to bring it under control or at any rate to 
minimize the destructive effects it produces. 


“It may be useful hereto note some of the cases and 
circumstances which are said to increase the liability 
of the country to be flooded more frequently and to 
increase the duration oi floods and their destructive 
character: 


“(1) The general belief among the people is that 
the opening of canals on one side of the river keeps 
the land on the opposite bank exposed to floods. As a 
matter of fact, the lands on the opposite sid e of the canal 
embankments are not protected by any einbank ments, 
and the people of the unprotected side are not allowed 
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:0 raise bunds over 3 feet high on their own private 
.ands for the protection of their houses and fields on 
the ground that such buds may affect the canal- 
*mbankment. (2) Some experts are of opinion that the 
'mbankment system was an initial mistake. The 
volumes of water do not find a sufficiently wide pass- 
age through the embanked channel of tlie river, and 
thus overflow the banks, rendering the river gradually 
shallow by deposit of silt and sand. On this point, 
Sir William Hunter says: ‘Owing to a well-known 
peculiarity of alluvial rivers the water which is flooded 
down upon the plains greatly exceeds the volume 
which the lower channels are able to carry off. The 
rivers issue from the hills heavily laden with silt, which 
they deposit when the velocity is checked by the dead 
level of the Jelta. The beds thus gradually shallow and 
pruve more and more unable to carry off the floods to 
the sea, So that every year a large quantity of surplus 
water pours over the banks’. (3) The mouths of some 
of the rivers ad cetuaries aie said to have been block- 
ed up with silt or sand, readering the quick discharge 
of waters extremely difficult, if not, impossible. Men- 
tion has been made in off icial doc uments of t he closing 
of the mouths of the Chilka Lake. (4) Considerable 
portions of the existing embankment have been 
abandoned by the Government, and owing to 
their long disrepairs the area which they used to 
protect has become more liable to be inundated. 
(5) Causeway and wairs have been conslructed at 
severai places on the em bankments, e. g., the one of 
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Achyutpur in the Puri district, and have been causing 
damage year alter year. Large cultivated areas of the 
locality have become absolutely waste and desolate. 
I went to see the damage caused this year by the 
Achutpur causeway to the neighbouring villages, a 
few days ago, and am convinced that a large number 
of people over a consider able area have been suffering 
for several years on account of this causeway. 
(6) Private proprietors or tenants often raise village 
embankments to save their own lands from flood. 
These embankments obstruct the free passsage of 
water coming down from villages situated higher up. 
(7) Many old natural channels and distributaries of 
rivers are in course of time being filled up by their 
connection with the main river being discontinued and 
arc gradually coming under cultivation. 


“1 do not, howev er, venture to express any opinion 
on these causes and circumstances which undoubtedly 
determine largely the course and action of floods and 
give in varying degrees causes of complaint to the peo- 
ple of the different localities concerned. But I submit, 
Sir, that they call for a careful examination which is 
absolutely necessary in any endeavour for the solution 
of the flood problem in Orissa. I do not suggest that 
definite action is to be taken with regard to the canal- 
embankment system. 1 do not say ‘let all the canals go 
and the canal embankments be demolished.’ Nor do 
1 press for erection of protective embankments on b oth 
sides of all the rivers throughout the country. All I 
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want is a comprehensive survey of the whole situation 
by aA body of able and experienced experts, with a 
view to collect materials for the formulation of a 
scheme of work which shou!d be undertakei in a 
hoard and liberal spirit of statesmanship to smeliorate 
the conditions of so many of His Majesty's loyal 
subjects. 

“J admit, Sir, that owing lo the peculiar situation 
of Orissa, floods are almost inevitable and the country 
has more or less been suffering from this calamity 
fro in time imme morial. But this is no reason which 
should exonerate the State from its duty to protect the 
people. Eiforts have been made froin very ancient 
times by kinds and rulers of the province to combat 
the forces of nature to give safety and protection to 
the subjects under their charge. In the old archives 
of the Jagannath Temple we find Anangabhima Deb 
made large allotments in his budget for a protective 
embankment system. Centuries before him this poti- 
cy was worked oul by Markat Keshari who raised the 
monumental embankment to protect his capita! town 
of Cuttack from the floors of the Mahanadi and the 
Ketijuri. The Moghuls and Marathas and the British 
Government have recognized their duty in this matter. 
Sir William Hunter observes: ‘The peculiar position 
of Orissa has entailed special duties upon Government. 
1 am afraid in recent years the Government liave not 
discharged these duties as sincerely and sympatheti- 
caily as they use to do earlier days of British occupa- 
tion of the province. There had been long and careful 
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inquiries into the flood question of Orissa by Commit- 
tees and Commissioners with very eminent ad ministrators 
and experts on them, and it has to be acknowledged 
with gratitude that the results of such enquiries did 
better ensure the safety of the people and contributed 
towards the alleviation of their miseries. A long time has 
elapsed since these measure were taken. I hope the 
Council will agree with me that considerable develop- 
ments have now taken place in the physical situation 
and circumstances of the country which need to be 
carefully examined. 


“Sir, I do not ask for the appointment of a com mi- 
ttee for this examination of the situation. I ask for 
a survey to be made by any competent agency as 
suggested by Sir Walter Haude in his reply to the reso- 
lution of the Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das in the 
last meeting of the Council. But the procedure he 
suggesis 1s to collect and utilize the necessary data for 
each parlicular area. 1 know Government have now 
adopted this procedure with regard to the areas bet- 
ween the Kushbhadra and Bhargabi rivers in the Puri 
district. But not only this area but several such areas 
in all the three coast districts of Orissa are suffering 
regularly and persistently from the devastations of 
floods. So my suggestion is that work which is at pre- 
sent being carried on in that particular area of the Puri 
district should not be done piecemeal but should be 
conducted on a comprehensive scale by a body of 
competent and responsio le officers and be extended to 
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other parts of Puiri as also of the Cuttack and Balasore 
districts, so that the problem of flood in Orissa may 
be considered as one in all its bearings. Unless a 
comprehensive survey is made of the entire delta, it 
is possible that ‘measures taken in a particular area of 
a district may act injuriously upon another area of the 
same district or of any other district. In this conne- 
ction I may be permitted to quote the following from a 
letter of a former District Magistrate of Balasore embo- 
died in the Statistical Account. 


“The embankments on the other rivers are nume- 
rous but small and made without any reference to any 
general system of protection from floods. If they do 
good to the village in which they are situation, they 
often do harm to the villages on the opposite bank by 
throwing the set of the current on to the other side. ... 
A general scheme of embank ments having reference to 
the whole district instead of as at present for the bene- 
fit of particular villages or landholders is urgently 
needed. The obvious plan would he to secure as strai- 
ght a course as possible for the water from the hills to 
the sea so that it may run off quickly and not be driven 
from bank to hank and impeded at every turn.” 


“The policy which is suggested in this quotation for 
Balasore should, I venture to submit, ap ply to the entire 
deltaic tract of the three districts. Your Honour, my reso- 
lu tion makes a very modest request which has in fact beer 
partly anticipated by Government in the measure they 
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have already taken with regard to the particular area 
of Puri district. T simply ask for the extension of 
that measure to the three coast-districts. I hope 
Government will have no objection to complying 
with this humble request. I have only to say that 
from the statement made in Sir Walter Maude’s reply 
I have alluded to, it appears that the work may not 
he done with that degree of promptitude and zeal 
which the situation demands. but unless Govern ment 
move in the matter in good right earnest and {ake 
some immediate action on a comprehensive Scale, 
they will cause a feeling of serious disappointment 
and I may say, of deep disc ontentment to grow 
among the people. The measure I suggest in the 
resolution is but preliminary to a definite scheme of 
alloviation which sh ou!d be adopted without much 
loss of time. [I earnestly trust, if the resolution is 
accepted, it will bring health and plenty ({o 
thousands of people now struggling in disease andl 
distress ”’ 


The Hon'ble Babu Gopabandhu Das : 
“YOUR HONOUR, 


“I did not intend to speak on this occasion. 1 am 
a man who is not much given tospeaking, but on 
the present occasion I fecl very deeply both on my 
own behalf and as a representative of the people 
of Orissa. 1 feel greatly indebted to Your Honour for 
the kindness and sympathy that Your Honour showed 
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to me in appreciation of my educational endeavours 
in your personal capacity. 1 fee! deeply for your 
appreciation of my honest endeav ours in the interests 
of the suffering people of Dabhar and other villages 
that Your Honour was pleased to visit. It is not I 
who speak; I speak for those who suffered; I speak 
for those in whose sufferings Your H onour’s Synipathy 
has been a Solace and comfort. It is not the time to 
recount all the works of administration that Your 
Honour has done. The present is not the occasion 
for all that. I {eel very deeply. I shall ever remember 
with a sense of gratitude the associations that we 


were connected with Your Honour.” 


PE 
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Number of persons in 


receipt of gratuitous Percentage 


Population relief on 21st August 
Gop 114,326 11,738 10.3 
Pipi 258,24 1 4.612 1.8 
Puri Sadar 2 22,642 3,769 1.6 
Khurda 222,548 51 .02 


APPENDIX M 
STATEMENT A 
List of Middle English Schools previously managed by 


Local Bodies, but now aided by Government. 


Name of district Name of School Amount pro- Present 
vided by lucal- monthly 
bodies in 1916* gr ant. 


ae ees ¢ eee aus ip © es Ga eee tee Gf. eee eet ee ¢ Go ce ee ee = Ea ee ee te ee ei ee eet 


I 2 3 4 
PATNA DIVISION Rs. Rs. 
Patna Mohameh M.E. Schoo! 61 80 
Fatwa ditto Not known 100 
Lai ditto ditto 45 


*Later fivures are not available. 
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Gaya 
Sahabad 


Cha mparan 


Darbhanga 


Monghyr 


Bhagal pur 


Purnea 


Ran chi 
Palamau 


Kako MM, E. School not known 


Suraj pur ditto କି 
Delri ditto Not known 


TIRHUT DIVISION 


Bagaha M.E. School 62 
Kesaria dit to 58 
Motihari ditto 

Samasti pur ditto 50 


BHAGALPUR DIVISION 


Majhaul M.E. School 132 
Chitraur ditto lil 
Kharag pur ditto 28 
Teghra ditto 70 
Chakai ditto 103 
Baro ditto Not known 
Srimatpur ditto ditto 
Sultanganj ditto 37 
Kishanganj ditto Not known 
Dumraon ditto 23 
Bangaon ditto 21 
Abadpur ditto 60 


CHOTANA GP UR DIVISION 


Khunti M.E. School 26 
Nagaruntari ditto 80 
Husainabad ditto 83 
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STATEMENT A —Contd. 


CHOTANAGPUR DIVISION — Contd. 


Rs. Rs. 

Manbhum lL.adhurka M.E.School 73 100 
Manihar ditto 64 90 

ORISSA DIVISION 

Cuttack Asureswar M.E.School. 26 70 
Mahasingh pur ditto 7 70 
Jagatsinghpur ditto 13 45 

Chirchika ditto 37 100 

Kalyanpur ditto 28 75 

Balasore Basta ditto 49 95 
Puri Nimapaia ditto 73 60 
Bhubaneswar ditto 108 90 

Banpur ditto 34 90 

Sambalpur Patnaikpara ditto 14 30 
Rampella ditto 73 60 

Tamnpasara ditto 122 Y3 

Barpali ditto Not known 85 


Pada inpur ditto Q3 60 
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STATFMENT B. 


List of Middie English Schools furmerly aided by Local Bodies 
and now aided by Government. 


Name of district Name of School Grant given Grant given 


by local from Provincial 
bodies revenues. 
1 2 3 4 
R. a. Dp. Rs 


PATNA DIVISION 


Patna Bharatpur M.E School 50 0 0 65 
Phul wari ditto 100 0 0 105 
Islampur Khaneka 
M.E.School 75 0 0 100 
Gaya Arwal ditto 73 0 0 6େ 
Deo ditto 73 0 0 75 
Bhadeya ditio 8? 8 0 100 
Gava ditto 109 O60 0 100 
Daudnuagar ditto 91 0 0 95 
Shahabad Murar ditto 52 0 0 75 
Manjhwari ditto 37 8 0 50 
Shahpur ditto 60 0 Uv 45 
Koath ditto 50 0 0 6େ 
Gundi ditio 30 0 0 75 


Chandi ditto 50 0 0 80 
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1 2 3 4 


TIRHUT DIVISION 


Rs. a. p. Rs. 

Saran Aphar M.E. School 50 0 0 85 
Amnaur ditto 75 0 60 

Hasanpura ditto 25 0 75 


4] 

0 

Champaran Barharwa ditto 64 ଠ0 85 
Turkaulia ditto 1i5 nn 


0 

"ଏ ] 
Muraffarpur Simra ditto ଠେ 0 ଓ 75 

0 

Cc 


Jaintpur dillo 35 ଓ 75 
Sheohar dito 55 0 ୪ ଠେ 
Gharbhara ditto 45 0 ୦ 75 
‘Darabhanga Ballour ditto 50 0 G0 85 
Dighra ditto 50 0 0 50- 
Rahika ditto 10 0 ଓ 30 
Padua! ditto ୨0୦ ¢ 0 6 
Dalsingsarai dilto 45 0 nN 45 
Narhan ditto 50 0 0 6 
Heycock Bengali 
Laheriasarai 
M. E. School 20 0 0 75 
Roserah ditto 25 0 H 95 
BHAGALPUR DIVISION 
Monghyr Jalalabad M.E. school 75 8 0 75 
Muhammadpur ditto 75 0 0 75 
Sangrampur Adami ditto 60 00 90 
Barhaya ditto 75 00 809 


Gogri ditto 60 00 ଠେ 
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Rs. a. p. Rs 
Jhajhe M.E. School 30 00 30 : 
Nayagaon ditto 60 00 90 
Rampur ditto 65 0 0 7 
Shaikhpura ditto 50 0 0 45 - 
T ar apur ditto 30 0 9 70 
Mallehpur ditto 60 00 £ 
Basudeopur ditto 30 00 100 
Keshoupur ditto 20 0 U 30 
Lamalpur 
Islamia ditty 36 0 0 - 45 .. 
Bhagalpur Pakra ditto 40 0 0 45 
Birbana ditto 40 vu 0 75 
Kliarhara ditto 57 0 U 97 
Puraini ditto 40 0 0 85 
Kakwar ditto 40 0 0 70 
Radhanagar ditto 40 00 50 
Barwar: ditto 40 0 0 70 
Barahat ditto 40 0 0 80 
Manik pur ditto 40 0 0 60 
Panjwara ditto 44 0 0 loo 
Rampurdih ditto 44 0 0 75 
Purnea Manthari ditto 132 6 0 120 
Churli ditto 25 0 0 80 
Kasba ditto 25 0 0 8) 
Pur neacily ditto 55 0 0 75 
Forbesganj ditto 50 0 0 6 
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Po 2 3 4 
CHOTANAGPUR DIVISION 

I R. a. Db. Rs. 
Ranchi Mucrhu M. E. School 100 9 0 100 
Gumla ditto 89 0 0 90 
Bundu ditto 50 ୪ 0 70 
Palamau. Garhwa ditto 62- 0 0 60 
Manbhuin Madhutati ditto 60 0 0 90 
Mautorh ditto 30 0 0 50 
Hutmura ditto 40 ୦0 0 80 
Bara Bazar ditto 40 ୦0 0 6େ 

Marbazar ditto 30 0 0 80 :. 
Kashipur ditto’ 50 4 0 50 
Adra ditto 50 0 0. 50 
Hazaribagh Barhi ditto 6େ 0 0 70 
Ichak ditto 60 0 0 60 
Chatra ditto 20 0 Mn 100 

ORISSA DIVISION 
Cuttack Bhera M. E. School 20 0 0 50 
Sidheswarpur ditto 43 ୦0 0 7C 
Balikuda ditto 3 ୦ 0 90 
Bahugram ditto 36 ୦ ୦ 65 
Kendrapara 

{Baldev) ditto 3 ୦ 0 75 
Manda ditto 56 ୦ ୦ 80 
Kanpur ditto 30 ୦ 0 50 
Tyando Kura ditto 40 0 oO 80 
Fakirabad ditto 23 Uo 0 90 
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ORISSA DIVISION (Contd.) 


Rs. a. po, Rs. 
Patamundai 
M.E.Schooel 30 oo oO 80 
Rambagh ditto 35 ୦ ୦ 90 
Barchana ditto 30 ୦ ୧୦ 60 
Korai ditto 20 ୨୩ ୦ loo 
Salep ur ditto 30 ୦ ୨୦ 50 
Kothpara ditto 21 ୦ ୦0 65 
Balasore Kakhra ditto 27 ୦ ୦ 7o 
EF hograj ditto 30 ୦ 0 80 
Uttar Daula ditto 3୯ ୦ ୦ 80 
Alalpur ditto 20 ୦ ୨୦ 80 
Soro ditto 49 ୦ ୦ 75 
Ertak ditto 25 ୦ ୦ 80 
Dolsahi dito 65 12 ୦ 80 
Bagurai ditto 30 oOo o 80 
Narayan 
Chandra ditto 25 ୦ ୦ 90 
Dhamuniagar ditto 25 ୦ ୦ 80 
Chandbhali ditto 30 ୪ ୦ To 
Puri Delang ditto 40 ୦ ୦ To 
Damodarpur ditto 45 0 o 50 
Sambalpur Jharsuguda ditto 108 oOo o luo 


ie ee rg ee ee © ee = 0 tee ee te ee ee ee ag ee ee ——— et ee et e— 
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a | 1917— 18 

' Number of Increase or Number Increase or 
Primary decrease of pupils decrease 
Nameof district ~ Schools since pre- in Primary since 


vious Schools pievious 
yeer year 
2 ˆ ଓ 4 5 
Cuttack 3,245 - 122 % 5,737 — 1,118 
Balasore 1,831 4+ 10 48,523 4+ 1,314 
Angul 248 - 3 9,998 +4 ।।2 
Puri 1,622 - ୨6 33,846 - 914 
Sambalpur 237 13,970 -— ଓର 
Total "7,183 151] ।୨2୦74 - 1,127 
1918—19 
Number of Increase or Num ber Increase or 
Primary decrease of pupils decrease 
Na me of district Sch oois since in Primary since 
previous Schools previous 
vear year 
1 € 7 8 9 
Cuttack 3,152 — 93 ୫୨୬,562 - 3,175 
Balasore 1,848 +17 50,213 ++1,690 
Angul 259 +11 9,791 = 207 
Puri 1,591 —- 31 33,180 —- 666 
Sa mbalpur 256 419 14,074 + 102 
" Total 7.lo5 - 77 189,818 — 2,256 
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Number of Increase or Number of Increase or 
Primiary decrease pupils fn decre ase 


Name of district Schools since Primary since 
previous Schools previous 
year year 
1 10 11 12 13 
Cuttack 3,221 4-69 86,273 43,711 
Bata sore 1,740 — lo8 46,916 — 3,297 
Angu!l 249 — lo 8,434 — 1,357 
Puri 1,447 — 144 30,209 — 2,971 
Sambalpur 276 4-20 14,580 4- 508 
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